What is A Prescribed Fire?
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Why are prescribed fires necessary?

Strategically placed prescribed fires can
reduce the threat of uncontrollable wildfires,
and increase firefighter safety. When a wildfire
does cross an area where a prescribed fire
was performed,

the rate of spread is slower,

the fire intensity is lessened,

access through the vegetation is easier,
and

there is a greater degree of overall
safety for the firefighter. This is
because the volume of dead needles,
leaves and branches is reduced when
an area is burned. This process is
called fuel load reduction.

A prescribed fire, also known as a controlled burn, is
the controlled application of fire to wildlands in
either their natural or modified state, and under
specified environmental conditions. This allows the
fire to be confined to a predetermined area, and
produces the fire behavior and fire characteristics
necessary to reduce the risk of wildfire in the future
and achieve other goals as defined in a written plan.

These fires are done only under very specific
"prescriptions,” which include written plans that
defines the time frames, weather, fire protection,
smoke management, number of personnel required
and other safety issues under which prescribed fires
can be safely conducted. Further, the personnel
conducting these prescribed fires undergo extensive
training and field experience, and all burns are
conducted under permit from the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS
DEC).

There are also ecological benefits to prescribed

fire. It is commonly believed that the Central Pine
Barrens is a mosaic of fire maintained natural
communities, and supports many species, including
scrub oak, that could be favored by periodic fire.
Wildlife that feed on resprouting vegetation following
a fire, and that prefer open sunny habitats, profit from
fires as well. With effective planning, a prescribed
fire management program can benefit the Central
Pine Barrens by reducing risks from wildfire and
meeting ecological goals.

For Additional Information:

The Acorn Naturalists website contains fire ecology &
environmental educational materials.
http://www.acornnaturalists.com/store
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For more information on this

The National Symbols Program website contains fire education
materials on wildland fire ecology, fire behavior, fire
suppression, wildland/urban fire protection and more.
http://www.symbols.gov/

q subcommittee visit the web link
o below and click on Stewardship

National Interagency Prescribed Fire Training Center
http:/fire.fws.gov/pftc

http://www.pb .state.ny.us/

or call 631-224-2604
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