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World Famous

Duck Architecture

hile The Big Duck is a well-known

Long Island landmark, it has also

lent its name to a specific style of
roadside architecture. The architectural term,
“duck,” was coined by architects Robert Venturi
and Denise Scott Brown in 1968. Duck build-
ings are highly sculptural forms which represent
products or services available within, as opposed
to the more common “decorated sheds” which
are plain buildings whose functions are revealed
by added signage.
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DECORATED SHED

Hiwstration from Learning From Las Vegas, Robert Venturi,
Denise Scott Brown, and Steven Izenowr, M.I.T. Press,

Cambridge, 1972.

With Suffolk County's Big Duck, as with
other architectural ducks, the building itself is
the signage, a colossal, three-dimensional, repre-
sentational advertisement. Designed to mesmer-
ize passing motorists and entice them ultimately
to a purchase, ducks are fantastical while retain-
ing their purely practical intentions. The Big
Duck has become the most famous example of
roadside architecrure.

Another well-known architect named James
Wines has proposed the Duck Design Theory -
D.D.T. - part of which states: “Form follows fan-
tasy not function, for architecture that cannot
offer fantasy fails man's need to dream.”

Long Isld_H Duck Farms
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How did the Peking duck get to Long Island?

According to legend, in 1870, a Long Island
sailor traveled to China and returned with nine
of the snowy-white, orange-beaked Peking
ducks. These ducks thrived on Long Island’s
splendid waterways when shelter was provided
them for the cold winters.

As Peking duck meat was especially succu-
lent, its marketing potential soon became evi-
dent to Long Islanders. Duck farms, sometimes
known as duck ranches, sprang up all over
Suffolk County, producing 60% of the nation’s
ducks by 1969. Today that figure has dropped to
below 15% due to escalating land values,
increased production costs, and environmental
concerns.

Long Island duckling can still be found as a
menu offering at the finest restaurants around
the world.

S ST

Ser. No. 318,066. Marun R. Maurer, Riverhiead, N. Y. Filed Aug. 17, 1931

The Big Duck Ranch

From The U.S. Patent Office Official Gazette, November, 1932, page 35.

Directions to Hrm@ Duck

4 From the L.1LE., exit 71, take Route 24 south
through the Riverhead traffic circle. Cross
Route 105 and continue 5 miles on Route 24
to The Big Duck on the right, at the
entrance to Sears Bellows County Park.

¢ From Sunrise Highway, take exit 65N,

Riverhead, and travel 2 miles on Route 24,
to The Big Duck, on the left.

R R R R R R R R R R

SUPPORT
THE BIG DUCK
PRESERVATION FUND!

R

Send your contributions to:
Friends for Long Island’s Heritage
1864 Muttontown Rd.
Syosset, NY 11791
(516) 571-7600
Fax (516) 571-7623

,¢.
SUFFOLK COUNTY PARKS

P.O. Box 144 Montauk Highway
West Sayville, NY 11796
(631) 854-4970
Fax (631) 854-4978

R R 2 A ki

Great Photo Opportunities for Al
Come ‘Take Your Picture
With the Big Duck!
BIG DUCK ANNUAIL HOLIDAY LIGHTING -
1st Wednesday after Thanksgiving
oo e o

In cooperation with the L.I. Convention and
Visitors Burcau, The Big Duck will also serve as
the official East End Visitors Center containing
information regarding L.I. travel and tourism.

Corne Visit
The Big

Duck Store

The Big Dact

he Big Duck Store features the

items pictured above, plus,

magnets, salt and pepper shakers,
notecards, key chains, and much more!

For the Golfer:

100% cotton golf shirts, golf hats, and
golf towels, all bearing The Big Duck
logo.

And ... in the Long Island

Corner:
Long Island Salt Water Taffy, souvenir
ceramics, beach plum jelly, postcards,
calendars and Long Island seaside
photography by local artists.

430201 899
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The Story of our "Long Island Duckling"

Don't miss, also on this site, The History of Swift Stream Duck Farm, INC. Moriches, LI

B oot il sl o » ;
DINKER TIME AT SWIFY STREAM FARMS MORICHES. LONG ISLAND. MN. Y

C&R Duck Farm Westhampt

In 1873, a New York merchant named Ed McGrath had seen in China, while on a visit there, a
white duck near Peking, so large he mistook it for a goose. McGrath (so the story goes) bought
some duck eggs and had them hatched. He also asked James Palmer, either a sea-captain or a
Connecticut merchant, to bring twenty-five ducks back to America, Palmer to receive half of the

( ducks in payment.

Four months later, nine pure white and succulently fat (the pride of Peking) ducks, the only
survivors, landed in New York. Palmer delivered five ducks to the McGrath family, and without any
instructions to the contrary, they were soon turned into a delicious dinner. The other four ducks
which Palmer kept for his trouble were also taken to Connecticut but for breeding. These ducks
took to the environment and quickly multiplied. These four ducks are the ancestors of today’s long
Island ducks, for it was soon found that long Island with its humid climate, abundance of running
water and sandy soil was well suited to duck raising.

lof &
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Of the transition to the Island, little is known.
According to one historian, the Speonk and
Eastport area was the starting point in 1885, and

( it had at one time the largest duck Farm in the - T
world; A.J. Hallock's Atlantic Farm on Speonk e :
River. This farm set a record of a quarter of a
million ducks raised in a year. The hurricane of
1938 wiped it out.

The Peking duck lacks one instinct, it has
little maternal feelings, but it is a good breeder.
Usually a good duck lays 150 eggs in its laying
span each year, and an important part of duck
raising is determining which ducks to keep for
breeders. Naturally one continually wants to
improve the stock, so those which have a well
placed eye, good shaped head and neck and a
wide deep breast are kept for breeders.
Previous to the introduction of the first
incubators in 1890, "broody" hens had been in
great demand at a dollar a head to hatch out
these ducklings.

Four weeks are needed for a Peking duck to hatch. Many a housewife helped out her
“pin-money" by having a setting hen hatch ducks at five cents apiece for her neighbors who were
starting small duck farms. The incubators that replaced the "setting hen" were dangerous things as
the heat was furnished by a kerosene heater and required almost constant watching for it was a fire
hazard. Bloomers were heated the same way with kerosene lamps. Another job connected with

( these incubators was the turning of the eggs each day by hand. Today’'s huge incubators hold
thousands of eggs and humidity is kept at a careful 50%, temperature a constant 99.5, and the
eggs are turned automatically.

Some duck farms
today only raise baby
ducks. These ducklings
are then sold to
surrounding duck farms.
This necessitates the
keeping of many breeders
throughout the year.
Those in the know, if
possible, used to buy
breeder ducks for their
own eating pleasure.
These are not force fed
and do not grow at such a
rapid pace, so the meat is
firmer and not so fat.

] Many farmers got a
few eggs and raised their
own and fed them right

L along with the chickens. |
remember when my
grandfather had a duck
farm, he gave my brother

2ol 8
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eight baby ducks. They all
grew up and they got to
be pets. How my mother

( used to scold when they
followed all the members
of the family into her
clean kitchen.

One instinct of Peking
duck works to the growers
advantage. It is a glutton;
it will eat as much as is
put before it. The first
duck farms used fish as a
primary food. Great
kettles of them were

The Largest Duck Fatm in The World - abt 1910 cooked up and then
Raised 23,000 Ducks a year at it's height mixed with cornmeal and

bran. The young ducks
went for this, devouring
everything but the bones.
Finally, the practice of
feeding fish reached a
point where the
Commission merchants
complained, the
customers were rebelling.

( If they wanted fish, they
would buy fish, but they
didn’t want “fishy" duck.
After this all shipments of
ducks carried a tag, “This
duck guaranteed free
from fish."

However feeding fish to young ducks did not come under this ban as they would outgrow any
taint of fish as they matured. So, for a time, the feeding of fish and minnows for the real baby or
unfeathered ducklings continued. As the industry grew, the feeding became more scientific, for no
fowl or bird was ever catered to more, during its life span from incubator to marketing, than this
duck.

When the industry developed enough to need a market for its product, ice was used to preserve
the ducks which were packed in barrels for shipment to the neared by New York City market.
Women and girls were hired to pick the ever growing number of ducks raised. Ones who were
expert at picking duck feathers by hand Could earn $5.00 a day. That was good money when
carpenters were getting $2.50 and farm hands $1.00 to $1.50 a day.

However, before the "ducked pluckers" were displaced by machines, the job became one of the
lowest paid occupations in the State. The feathers picked were carefully dried as they were a
further means of income. There were some years when the profit from the feathers meant the
success or failure of the year's operation. Six ducks will produce a pound of feathers.

The time-honored comment often heard during a rain storm: "Good day for ducks" is false, for
ducks are miserable in the rain. The last feathers to grow in are the ones covering its back, and

k these don't come in until the duck is two months old. In fact, very often the young duck that gets its
back wet is soon a dead duck. Mother commented, “I've got a duck and he won't quack." The
answer is self evident. It's a "he" and he'll never quack. Only females quack!

Jofg
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Another instinct which often works havoc with the ducks is his sense of fear, for they scare very
easily. They will panic from a feather flying in front of them, or even by the sound of sudden den
laughter, or any loud noise. Sea gulls drive them into a frenzy, so bad sometimes, that many drown.

( They drown, or they huddle in a cormer and smother many of their mates. This huddling is what
prompted owners to put lights, lit all night, in their pens. This helps and has saved many a duck
from being smothered.

The firt duck farm in the Riverhead area was
started by Asa Fordham in an old ramshackle o
building on what was to become known as the
A. B - Soyars Duck Farm, located on Peconic
River. In 1902. Mr. Soyars bought out Mr.
Fordham and in 1903 had the farm in operation.
In time it grew to be one of the larger duck
farms. Mr. Soyars had gained his experience at
the A.J. Hallock Ranch in Speonk where he
worked for a time. He then went to Pennsylvania
to manage a duck ranch there, but he soon
came back to Long Island as he wished to have
his own duck ranch. Dennis G. Homan, a few
years later, started his duck ranch farther down
on the Peconic River and it is said that Henry
Corwin of Aquebogue started his ranch with 30
"breeders" in 1910.

Ducks in those early years sold for around
14cents a pound and were considered in the

( luxury price range. Park & Tilford, the well
known confectioners, at that time were in the
food processing business. They bought the
"cull" ducks for 7 cents a pound and canned ed
them in a mushroom sauce and sold a small
container for 65 cents. A food for a gourmet, no
doubt.

Duck farms or ranches (the two words are used interchangeably) continued to spring up until in
the 1950’'s. Hollis V. Warner of Riverhead had the largest ranch in the world. He raised around
500,000 ducks a year. In fact by this time duck ranches could be found on practically all fresh water
Streams in the area. Too many producers! By 1959 almost without exception, all lost money, and at
the beginning of the 1960 season faced serious financial difficulties. Something had to be done.

Forty-four farmers formed in May 1960, the Long Island Duck Farmers Cooperative Inc., this to
present a unified promotion and marketing program gram. They found they had 5,670,000 pounds
of potential "roast duck" in storage. The assistance of the New York Department of Agriculture and
Markets was procured. A full-scaled promotion campaign was launched and a survey was made,
this survey showed that the sale of the Long Island Duck was national in scope, so all sales should
be so directed.

To get the ducks to market in the most advantageous method possible the "Co-op" set up two
processing plants, one in Eastport and one in Riverhead. These two plants process 40,000-50,000
flash frozen ducks for shipment a day. These are immediately carried to market in iced trucks.
Ironically, some of these ducks find themselves all the way back to Hong Kong, where they are

k. primarily used for soup.

Eastport Duck Farm

4of 8
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That problem solved, the duck growers were
faced with another, the excrement and

LEN (GLAND DUGIE FARSS, MIVORAEAD. \DHO (BLAM MY fermenting food, from millions of ducks. All who
( Y have watched young ducks have seen them
force down as much food as possible, run to the
water, drink and lose some food, then rush back
to the feeding station, again and again. All the
B streams became badly polluted, then flowed
into the bays and they in turn became polluted,
ruining them for bathing and fishing. The
demand for clean water became so strong, the
State set up centain restrictions that had to be
41 met. Many small ranches had to fold up. The
restrictions must be doing the trick, as the
various waters are becoming cleaner.

The following appeared in a publication published by Suffolk County in the early 1930’s:

The story of duck growing in Suffolk County dates back to about 1890, when a boy fisherman at
Eastport set a nest full of peking duck eggs under a brooding hen. The hatch was successful and
the experiment duplicated, though the parent hen held her downy golden duckling crop in dubious
esteem. Raised on a diet of field greens and cooked fish, and aliowed to run in a pen placed beside
a private stream, the ducklings developed rapidly and within three months were shipped alive to a
virgin market. The idea of this new industry had logic and was taken up on a small scale by other

( south shore farmers and baymen having a pond or stream on their premises. These men for some
time continued in their former pursuits, entrusting to the care of their helping wives the raising of
ducklings to augment the family income.

Diligently, and with a canny foresight which has marked the forward progress of all Suffolk
County’s important industries, the habits and diet of the duckling was studied and improved upon A
tender meat of full rare flavor was eventually produced, precipitating a craze for Long Island
ducklings which just prior to the out break of the World War swept across the country. To meet the
resultant sharp increase in demand for this distinctive delicacy literally multitudes of new duck farms
sprang into being, principally in the Moriches, Eastport and Riverhead districts.

Approximately six million ducklings are now produced annually on the ninety odd farms, or
ranches, located throughout the County. From this source also comes yearly four to five hundred
tons of feathers, a valuable by product. At least two banks in the more concentrated producing
areas are functioning mainly on the turnover of revenues from Suffolk’s duck industry, and the
prosperity of certain communities is perpetuated by reason of the employment it offers both men
and women.

Not less than 4,000 carloads of scientifically mixed foods consisting of grains, cod liver oil, meat
and milk ingredients are consumed each year by Suffolk County’s ducklings. These are balanced
with a variety of green field crops to obtain an ideal ration. Huge modern all-electric incubation
systems common on the larger ranches has stepped up the production on some of these
operations to an output of 250,000 ducklings annually. During the growing period, scientifically
gauged to from ten to twelve weeks, each duckling will consume an amount of food approximating
five times its market weight of from five to seven pounds. Complete sanitation, utterly essential to
the life of the duckling, is stressed throughout every phase of duck raising in Suffolk County. Strong

(, floodlights are burned at night to make the duckling's life one of perennial daylight, thus preventing
panic which the slightest noise in the dark will create among the flocks.

What transpires within a modern incubator on the twenty-eighth day after the duckling eggs have

50f8
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been placed for hatching is one of nature’'s phenomena. A slight rocking of an egg here and there
among the hundreds stacked uniformly on racks foretells the first stir in the duckling's life. Within a
_ few moments the porous shell will have broken before the pressure of a feeble body, after which

( the new-born duckling will extricate itself and rest, quizzically, gaining an amazing vitality while
almost with perfect timing the other eggs will break, transforming the trays within a few hours into a
maze of pale gold life. The ducklings are next placed in heated brooder houses, kept there from two
to six weeks depending on the season, and finally moved into pens on the stream, where they are
developed for market.

Hygienically killed, picked and chilled at the ranch, the ducklings are then trucked to the markets
in adequately iced barrels, or put through a recently developed quick freezing process whereby all
their delicate and superiative flavor is retained. For quick-freezing the chilled duckling carcasses
are sped from the nearby ranches to a modern eviscerating plant at Eastport. Where, under the
watchful eyes of a U. S. government inspector they are dressed, quick- frozen, and individually
wrapped in cellophane for shipment; or, by another method of quick- freeze packing accomplished
in a costly plant maintained at Riverhead, the duckling carcasses are subjected to a brine spray
under a sub-zero temperature until they have obtained a completely frozen state, when they are
rinsed in clear ice water and packed in attractive cartons containing twelve each. Then, less than
six hours after being slaughtered at the ranch, they are ready to be loaded into refrigerated trucks
and sent on to supply an ever-receptive world market!

"The Big Duck"
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Located in the Sears-Bellows Pond County Park, just off the Riverhead-Hampton Bays Road.
The Duck was built in 1930-1931 and was originally used as a retail outlet selling Long Island
Duckling. Every December the Big Duck is decorated for the holiday season.

( The following article appeared in Newsday on May 26, 1995
Written By Rick Brand STAFF WRITER (Newsday) Copyright © Newsday, Inc.

Fresh from a tail tuck and internal surgery, Long Island’s Big Duck reopens tomorrow to do what
it always has done best - sell itself. Move over Disney Store, watch out Opryland. Make way for
designer duck.

Admittedly, the first step, er waddle, is small. But it may foreshadow a big step for Long Island -
a theme park dedicated to roadside art. For now, the Big Duck - built in the 1930s by a
Depression-struck farmer to sell fresh duck and duck eggs to motorists - will reach out to the
passing public with a gift shop and a small museum. It will sell a full line of Big Duck clothes and
souvenirs - from golf shirts to umbrellas complete with duck beaks. It will also include a mini-exhibit
of duck, highway and roadside architecture history.

Loudspeakers will beguile passersby with a two-hour long mix of music and news commentary
from 1931 to 1939 along with Christie Brinkley's narration of Big Duck history. The idea is not only
to take on the marketing gimmicks of retailing outlets like the Disney Store but also to re-create the
atmosphere of picnic parks, places where Long Island families used to take family drives.

And to do it in the spirit of roadside art, once scorned by architectural purists as trash, but more
recently praised for its celebration of fantasy.

‘I think people are taken by the whimsy of it," said Jerry Kessler, president of the Friends for
Long Island Heritage. He also said in some cases the appeal is more direct. "When | was a kid, |
remember sitting in the back of my grandmother's 1929 Nash and going for a Sunday drive," said
Kessler, now in his sixties. "Seeing the Big Duck was a great thrill for a seven or eight-year-old."

Long-range, the county and Friends for Long Island's Heritage envision a park of roadside art

L and other motoring artifacts including neon signs, old-fashioned gas pumps and perhaps even a
diner. But officials say that given the county government's ongoing financing problems, such grand
plans are five to 10 years away and $200,000 to $300,000 beyond their current means.

For the moment, even getting the duck spruced up for the '90s was a larger than expected

Tof &
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chore. Although the duck only had to move 40 feet from its temporary quarters at Sears Bellows
Park on Route 24 in Flanders, parks officials say the cost of primping the 20-foot-high water fowl for
. its reopening went three times beyond its $10,000 budget - causing an unexpected drain on the
(" Friends, who are the duck’s main support.

“It's coming out beautifully," said Lance Mallamo, Suffolk's director of historic services. "But as
we started working, we found out there was more work than we bargained for."

Because the duck is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, it had to be reconstructed
in a way that was faithful to its original design. Restorers for example had to put down a
tongue-and-grove pine flooring, and replicate tin walls of the original duck.

In the process, they also expanded the duck’s wood framing to bolster its sagging haunches,
increase structural strength and cut down on cracks. And they also had to re-stucco the bird's
exterior.

To celebrate tomorrow's reopening, parks officials are baking their own sculpted duck cake,
children from Phillips Avenue School in Riverhead will sing several new duck songs and relatives of
the forward-thinking pioneers who helped build the world-famed duck will be in attendance.

They will all celebrate the idea first hatched in 1931 by Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer,
who got his inspiration when he stopped at a roadside coffee shop shaped like a pot while on
vacation in California.

Maurer hired local carpenter George Reeve, who employed two stage show set designers,
William and Sam Collins, to build the duck. As models, they used a a cooked chicken carcass and
a live duck tied with a string to a perch. The done duck was lit with the taillights of a Model T Ford
placed in its eyes.

At its first opening, the Big Duck was pictured in Popular Mechanics magazine. The Atlas
Cement Co., whose product was used in construction, made the duck a pinup in its annual calendar
and dubbed it "The Most Spectacular Piece of Cement Work in 1931."

The first site of the 16,500-pound duck was on West Main Street in Riverhead, but in 19386, it

( was moved about four miles east to Flanders Road, about two miles up from its current location.
Through the years, the duck remained in use as a stand for duck farm produce. In 1987, owners
Kia Eshghi and his wife Pouran sold the land on which it stood and donated the duck to Suffolk
County. It was moved to Sears Bellows in December, 1987.

Since then, the duck’s only activity has been as a model. It has been the subject of cover art for
a 1987 edition of New Yorker magazine and a sketch now on display at Guild Hall, both by
renowned East End artist Saul Steinberg.

Officials say the newly-reopened duck and its shop will operate seven days a week, 9 a.m.-5
p.m. from Memorial Day to Labor Day and perhaps on weekends into the fall.

County historical officials are also hoping that the duck’s reopening will spur a new outpouring of
duck lore and memorabilia. Richard Martin, Suffolk’s assistant director of historic services, said that
one idea is to compile an oral history of duck recollections. "For many visiting the Hamptons," said
Martin, “the duck was a sign we're almost there."

Meanwhile, Kessler said he hopes the reopening will spur new contributions to fund-raising
efforts and ensure that tomorrow’s small waddle for the duck is a big step for Long Island.

Bol 8
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HISTORY OF THE BIG DUCK

In 1931, Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer and his
wife Jeule decided to construct a giant duck-shaped
duck shop. They hoped to sell the Peking ducks they
raised 1o passing motorists who would surely be drawn
to the striking form of a “big duck” along Riverhead’s
West Main Street.

Seeking local assistance, the Maurers hired carpenter
George Reeve and two eccentric stage show set design-
ers, brothers William and Samuel Collins. A live duck
tied with a string to their porch served as a model for the
Collins’ design.

After The Big Duck’s wooden frame had been pieced
together, wire mesh was attached. Cement was applied
to the wire mesh. The Big Duck was painted a lo
bright white, save for the beak, of course, which
given its streetline orange color. The finishing touch
was the placement of two Model-T taillights in The Big
Duck’s head for eyes that would glow red at night. The
Big Duck in its entirety measures 30 feet from beak to
perky tail, 15 feet from folded wing to folded wing, and
20 feet from its base to the top of its head.

The Big Duck roosted at The Big Duck Ranch on West
Main Street till 1936. The Maurers decided to relocate,
Big Duck and all, to Route 24 in Flanders.

When the land where The Big Duck rested was siated
for development in 1987, Big Duck fans from all over
joined Suffoik County and Friends for Long Island’s
Heritage in an effort to preserve The Big Duck. The Big
Duck’s then current owners, Kia and Pouran Eshghi,
generously donated The Big Duck to Suffolk County in
December of 1987.

The Big Duck was moved to its current and final
resting place at the entrance to Sears Bellows County
Park. The Big Duck is now open to the public as a
museum shop operated by Friends for Long Island’s
Heritage. Unusual Peking duck merchandise, lovingly
referred to as duck-a-bilia, along with other Long Island
specialties, now fills The Big Duck Store.

The Big Duck is an historic site owned by Q.O
County of Suffolk
and operated by
The Friends for Long Island’s Heritage
A not for profit organization



World Famous

Duck Architecture

hile The Big Duck is a well-known

Long Island landmark, it has also

lent its name to a specific style of
roadside architecture. The architectural term,
*duck,” was coined by architects Rabert Venruri
and Denise Scott Brown in 1968. Duck build-
ings are highly sculprural forms which represent
products or services available within, as opposed
to the more common “decorated sheds” which
are plain buildings whose functions are revealed
by added signage.
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DECORATED SHED

iMlistragem from Leaming From Las Vegas, Roberi Vennn,
1Jenise Scott Brown, and Steven Izenowr, M. T. Press,

Clamimdge, 1972,

With Suffolk County's Big Duck, as with
other architectural ducks, the building itself is
the signage, a colossal, three-dimensional, repre-
sentational advertisement. Designed to mesmer-
ize passing motorists and entice them ultimately
10 a purchase, ducks are fanrastical while retain-
ing rheir purely practical intentions. The Big

has become the most famous example of
roadside architecture.

Another well-known architect named James
Wines has proposed the Duck Design Theory -
D.D.T. - part of which states: “Form tollows tan-
tasy  not function, for architecture that cannoe

»
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Long Island Duck Farms

Photo L1 Studios Insl , Holslra University,

Nassau Counly Museum

According to legend, in 1870, a Long Island
sailor traveled to China and retumed with nine
of the snowy-white, orange-beaked Peking
ducks. These ducks thrived on Long Island’s
splendid waterways when shelter was provided
them for the cold winters.

As Pcking duck meat was especially succu-
lent, its marketing potential soon became evi-
dent to Long Islanders. Duck farms, sometimes
known as duck ranches, sprang up all over
Suffolk County, producing 60% of the nation’s
ducks by 1969. Today that figure has deopped to
below 15% due to escalating land values,
increased production costs, and environmental
concerns.

Long Island duckhing can still be found as a
menu otfering at the finest restaurants around

the world.
== G

Ser. No. 318,066. Martin R. Maurer, Riverhead, N. Y. Filed Aug. 17, 1931

The Big Duck Ranch

Tenm The [1S Patens Dffive (Yheial (Tarerte “nemhee 1917 soma 15

Directions to The Big Duck

< From the L.ILE., exit 71, take Route 24 south

through the Riverhead traffic circle. Cross
Route 105 and continue 5 miles on Route 24
to The Big Duck on the right. at the
entrance to Sears Bellows County Park.

< From Sunrise Highway, take exit 65N,
Riverhead, and travel 2 miles on Roure 24,

to The Big Duck, on the left.
POOOL OO OO OLLLOH e

SUPPORT
THE BIG DUCK
PRESERVATION FUND!

R R R R

Send your

contributions to:
Fricnds for Long Island’s Heritage
1864 Muttontown Rd.
Syosset, NY 11791
(516) 371-7600
Fax (516) 571-7623
<
P.O. Box 144 Montauk Highwav
West Sayville, NY 11796
(516) 854-4970
Fax (516) 854-4977

22 AR R R IR v i R R R
Great Photo Opportunities for All!

Come Take Your Picture
With The Big Duck!
SO0 oo

In cooperation with the L.I. Convention and
Visitors Bureau, The Big Duck will also serve as
the ofticial East End Visitors Center containing
infarmarnion reeardine 1. reavel and rourism.

Come Visit
~ The Big
~ Duck Store

he Big Duck Store features the

items pictured above, plus, Big

Duck umbrellas, magnets, salt and
pepper shakers, notecards, key chains, and
much more!

For the Golfer:
100% cotton golf shirts, golf hats, and golf
towels, all bearing The Big Duck logo.

And...inthe LongIsland
Comer:

Long Island Salt Water Taffy, souvenir
ceramics, beach plum jelly, postcards, calen-
dars and Long Island scaside photography by

_aa.)...__ Irfisre
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By Rick Brand

STAFF WRITER

RESH FROM a tail tuck and internal
surgery, Long Island’s Big Duck re-
opens tomorrow to do what it always
has done best — sell itself. Move over
Disney Store, watch out Opryland.

Make way for designer duck,

Admittedly, the first step, er waddle, is amall. But it
may foreshadow a big step for Long Island — a theme
park dedicated to roadside art.

For now, the Big Duck — built in the 1930s by a
Depression-struck farmer to sell fresh duck and duck
eggs to motorists — will reach out to the passing pub-
lic with a gift shop and a small museum. It will sell a
full line of Big Duck clothes and souvenirs — from
golf shirts to umbrellas complete with duck beaks. It
will also include a mini-exhibit of duck, highway and
roadside architecture history.

Loudspeakers will beguile passershy with a two-
hour long mix of music and news commentary from
1931 to 1939 along with Christie Brinkley's narration
of Big Duck history. The idea is not only to take on

Ig' - %e marketing gimmicks of retailing outlets like the o
o ey Store but also to re-create the atmosphere of
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picnic parks, places where Long Island families used
to take family drives.

And to do it in the spirit of roadside art, once
scorned by architectural purists as trash, but more
recently praised for its celebration of fantasy.

“I think people are taken by the whimsy of it,” said
Jerry Kessler, president of the Friends for Long Is-
land Heritage. He also said in some cases the appeal ir,
more direct.

“When I was a kid, I remember sitting in the bark
of my grandmother’s 1929 Nash and going fgr a Sun-
day drive,” said Kessler, now in his sixties. “See‘ng
the Big Duck was a great thrill for a seven- or eight-
year-old.”

Long-range, the county and Friends for Long Is-
land’s Heritage envision a park of roadgide art and
other motoring artifacts including neon signs, old-
fashioned gas pumps and perhaps even a diner. But
officials say that given the county government’s on-

going financing problems, such grand plans are five to
10 years away and $200 000 to $300 000 beyond their
current means.

For the moment, even getting the duck spruced up
for the '90s was a larger than expected chore. Al-
though the duck only had to move 40 feet from its
temporary quarters at Sears Bellows Park on Route
24 in Flanders, parks officials say the cost of primping
the 20-foot-high water fowl for its reopening went

Please see BIG DUCK on Page 66
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THE THEME’S
THE THING

By Adam Z. Horvath

i STAFFWRI‘I'ER

HERE'’S SOMETHING they ought to
know in Fianders: The World’s
~ Largest Mallard roosts in a parking
lot in Wheaton, Minn.

" Not only that, but The Worid’s

Largest Floating Loon navigates a lake in the same

state. The World’s Largest Turkey and the World’s

Largest Prairie Chicken sit in Minnesota as well. The

Five-Story-Tall Chicken towers over Marietta, Ga.

And those are just the waterfowl.

The Big Duck is part of a celebrated, if sometimes
unfairly ridiculed, tradition of American architec-
ture that includes a 10-foot Georgia peanut, a
12,000-pound North Dakota Holstein and a 45-foot
Wisconsin muskie with its own observation deck.

“Walt Disney has a castle for the fairies to fly
arcund, and we have this,” said Bob Kute, creator
of the Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame in
Hayward, Wis., and the muskie that graces its

i o it =
Ashhurn, Ga., is home io this 10-foot-tall peanut.

grounds. 1 tell schoolchildren, if you’re going to do
something, have a gimmick. This fish is a land-
mark. It's not just a toy. It's got wrinkles just like a
real fish would have, and eyes and a nose and
__teeth."”” Omly much, much larger.
! Oversized animals, vegetabies and household ob-
! jects span the roadsides from the World’s Largest
~ Olive (six feet) in Lindsay, Calif, to the World's
Ladderback Chair (25 feet) in Binghamton,
"N.Y. There’s a bull that talks in Audubon, Iowa.
i There's an ox that urinates in Three Forks, Mont.
 There’s a world’s largest egg, built in 1946, that
' c;xan; before the world’s largest chicken, built in
1+ 1963,
£ Some call them monuments to civic pride. Some
i calli them monuments to American innovation.
- Some call therr monuments to shameless self-pro-
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motion. It's amazing what can result from erecting
a 46-foot-long concrete buffalo,

“We're known as the Buffalo City,” said Jeanette
Erickson, who works for the Chamber of Commerce
in Jamestowu, N.D. “I¢’s gained us national atten-
tion. And Jnow 1t’s gained us the National Buffalo
Museum.”

OK, maybe you'’ve never heard of Buffalo City.
J e%nette Erickson has never heard of the Big Duck,
either.

But the significance of these lifelike structures,
which blur the distinction between buildings and
billboards, goes beyond duping tourists into making
detours into tiny roadside towns. They have figured
in the ma,}or archltectura] debate of the past 20
chlcken or the egg) right at the center

“The Parthenon is a duck,” prominent architect
Robert Venturi declared in 1972. Slides of the Flan-
ders duck, and an elephant in New Jersey, and the
Brown Derby restaurant in California, have been
popping up in darkened architecture school class-
rooms ever gince, -

Venturi argued that the Big Duck was the perfect
antidote for the prevailing coid steel-and-glass cor-
porate towers built in the International Style. Like
them, it was symbolic — a building for selling duck
eggs. Unlike them, it was fun to look at, and was
every bit as significant in the history of design as
the Parthenon.

“It’s part of Americana, and we high-falutin ar-
chitects can connect with it,” Venturi said in a
phone interview this week. ‘“The duck is the aristo-
cruii of roadside architecture . . . We love the
d "'

Just as Marcel Duchamp questioned the nature |
of ohjects, and 20th-Century artists have ques-
tioned the nature of

paintings, the Big Duck cen-
fuses the nature of buildings, said architect James
‘Wines, author of an article called ‘‘Case for the Big
Duck.” Perhaps like the famous painting of a pipe
by Rene Magritte, the Duck should have a sign in
front of it saying, ‘“This is not a duck.”

But encugh about art. This is about ducks.

The closest ¢ompetition for Long Island’s 20-foot-
high duck comes from Wheaton’s mallard, whose
26-foot height and wingspan makes Wheaton resi-
dents puff up with pride.

“People don’t go up and down the street, quack-

The ‘World's Lames! I.onn Is in a lake in wminia an.x i

ing, but they're very aware of it,” sa.ld Judie Larsen, o
secretary of Wheaton’s Chamber of Commerce. ©“1
hopeourduckmblggerthanyourduck.()themse i
it’s false advertising.”

Sadly for Wheaton, mallard builder Bob Bruns —
who was inspired in 1861 by a memorial to boli
weevils and has gone on to create a 30-foot otter —
acknowledged that his mallard could not compete

* for sheer bulk with the Big Duck’s motherly frame.

You can’t walk inside the mallard. It doesn’t have -

an exhibit inside it. The mallard doesn’t have Mod-
el-T Ford taillights for eyes. The mallard does not
speak with Christie Brinkley's voice. The mallard is

Juck itself (older than the o4 an interactive.bird for the 21st. Cantiry, -
“You're one up on us there,” admitted Larsen.
“Ours just stands there and does nothing.” m

Mratemmm.themlgmymﬂardo!meatm Wis
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May, 1893: After a two year study, the big duck is
about to have a permanent nest, about 40 feet away
from its temporary home. The duck includes a mini-
museum and a souvenir shop. Planners hope that it
will someday be the centerpiece of a theme park of
roadside architecture.
June, 199%: After 60 years of silence the.big duck
speaks . . . and sounds remarkably like supermo-
del Christie Brinkley. Brinkley, who has a house in
Montauk, made a 120-second tape detailing the his-
+ tory oftherduck=A radio transmitter was set up so

Through the Years With the Duck

drivers could hear the message on 88.3/FM 24
hours a day.

Avgust, 1989: The Big Duck acquired a frame of
flowers and grass thanks to a part-time landscaper
who provided the omamental setting in an effort o
make the area as homey as possible for the white-
stucco waterfowl.

January, 1988: The owners of the tand on which the
Big Duck stood sold the land and donated the duck
to Suffelk County. The Big Duck was moved 4.7
miles to a temporary site at the riding stables in

Sears Beliows County Park.

1936: The duck migrated from its first site along
West Main Street in Riverhead to a nesting place
about 4 miles east along Flanders Road, where it
remained for half a century.

1931: The duck was hatched as a Riverhead farm-
stand where ducks and duck eggs were sold. It
gave rise to the use of the term duck, which signifies
a structure designed to look like the product sold
fromidtnbad mol \ abewet
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“Indoor - Qutdoor”

FLEA MARKET

NowOpcn,_’_DaysAWnk

10AM 10AM 10AM 10AM *
to o - 10 10 to

6PM SPM 9PM 6PM 6PM %
Yk v ek e e e ke e ek ke ok o ke ok
Thursday Onty - 10% Off te Senier Citizens

ATTENTION VENDORS!

Lowest Renta! Rate in Town!
Special Price for Outdoor Vendors
weD. THURS. FRI SAT. SUN.
0§10 2 2= 008

*Vendar late. 516-490-0000 + 8 Vetorane thyy., Commack, WY

'R R R . % % ok ok k|

* *l

w WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. SUN. &
10 AM

LONG ISLAND ARENA COMMACK

HIS ZANY [
CHARACTERS |

§

FRIDAY, JUNE 11th

SHERATON HOTEL
SMITHTOWN

~ _....GRAND BALLROOM......

“SHERATON HOTEL, MOTOR PKWTY., ACROSS FRON
BENNIGANS: USE EXITS 53-54-55 ON L.L.E.
INFORMATION LINE (516) 582-6201

GENERAL ADMISSION
@@ SELECT VIDEO CONNECTION, T‘CKEE(S)
CALL FOR TIX {516) 888-9000 $17

CONSUMER VIDEO, TOWER

Dine at Flynn's
Friday, May 28,
Juned,11,18

Boal Leaves
Captrec Boat
Basin
7PMand
Returns from
Flyna's
10:45PM

t————=—
and 25. by

Far Information

Call 583-5000
Between

10AM-5PM

Special Father's Day

June 20, 4-8PM
Starting June 17, Cruises Every
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L-7028 NOTIC ' TO SUPPLIERS

Pursuant to Chapter 929 of the Laws of 1886 and p to MTA pn guida.
you are hereby invited o become a supplier to Long Istand Rail Road for regularty pro-
tured requirements for goods, materials and services. The types of items ara (isted below.

rogs, Swiiches, Crossings & Parts. Track Fastenings, Bolts, Spikes, Joints, Interocking
& Signat Matarial, Telephane & Fiadio Material (Communication), Building-Paving-Sheds-
Drainage Material, Lumber-Bridga, Building, P‘I:t:g Posts, Bridge Ties, Cross-Switch-Track
Stati & Ponabla Equ Ro Machinery-MW. Scales Cra reaTiack Care
iona uipment, Roa ine ranes ] ars

'h" y S scrptions, Books

Repairs, Mainteriance of Equipment, S, .
Bogs—Bus iwmwgymaumm lor
Metals-Nonfarmous, Solder, Bazic Steel-Bars, Ehapes,
Steel Shapes-Fabrications, Castings-Locomotive & Miscellanecus for Shop & Rail, Car
Trucks, Casting-Car Brake Beams, Cou; s, Dratt Gear, Car Roof, Trucks, Clstm?s-
Aluminum, Breas, Bronze, Shoots, ‘Illblnql,_ Air Srake Materials (All kinds),
Mecr.anical App for Locomotives, P g Fi /Forms, , Sears,
Intarnal Structures, Electrical Matarial {Auto Speed Control), Eleciricat Material for Rail Cars
(Speciatized & C Comp ), Elacirical Material for Sub Stations (Preponderart-
IZ‘%scialized Components), Cable & Electrical Matarial for Shop & Power P
iradlr Conditiondng Materials, Automobiles & Trucks, Includirﬁ it (Ast parts), Diesel
Locomotive, Dresel-Electric Locomotive (Electric Matarial), Gasoting & Shop Fuels
Coal in Specialized Cases), Foundry Sup:‘ieu such as Fire Brick, rail tieg & bridge timber
earing/Miscalianecus Shop Machinery & Repair Parts for Equipment/Cranes/Elevators/
Escalators/Pumps Power Plant Egln.n.ilpmam. Elecironics {Diodes, Capacitors & Transigiors
& PC Boards) Uniforms, Train & jon Supplies, Rentals of Equipment & Boiler Repais,
Oll House Material, O, G Lisbyri g Pads, Wiping Rags, Fusl for Locomotives
{Dimlg_'.‘commisury Items: Liquors including Winas, Beer, r Goods, Liansils, Pipe:
ron & Steel/Vahvwes & Fittings for Plumbing Fixtures for Installation in Buildings, Hardware
including Nalls, Loc i tNelding Salety Supplies
ck & Generdl Applications,
ive Clothing, Glass,

Cable

Screws, Lockwasher, Wire F::o, an‘ﬂod
& Apparatus), Small Hand Tools including Machine Tools for Tra
F‘g@&‘mtn&&ubgereoqu{n‘hckll  Hokrars, Voo "‘&mag.q .
i upp upp uipment
LA b Gt Broguces Lat (OFL) whieh s seaisble

o a8 a 1
The QPL covers various supplies, materials and equipment which has bean relizad
for reagons of etficlency, aconormy, competiiion or maintenance reliability. These include

renewal parts with q such as Genaral Elec-
Evp (Division of General Mators); ain of ol

i

tric and auipmom upon which certain of our a&:ra-
tions have . such as 1rack fastening system and |18M and Wang
' ARG o A s ot Sa i hanvo rove
qual b o t
Tole placad on LIRA's Sﬁm LNM& #&in hﬁunu-
tion ut the Qualified Products List, contact Mr. William Gan‘m . Rail Road,
1 Archer Ar Jamaica, NY 11435, State that you are as & result

of thes publicatii
THE LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD COMPANY
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A Fowl Comparison

How the Big Duck stacks up against é reétl

duck

o

__Blg Duck

= _Real duck ¢
Helght 1 foot ___ 20fest o
gt “7ibe - M| 6500 D8 s
Hasfont Yes - No Wi

~ Hasfoundation ERSE No Ty Yes -]
 Made of _ : ‘Skin, bones, feathers " Wire, stucco, wood 4]
Edible Yes ~_No :

Quack -

Sound it makes

Volce of Christie Brinkiey

Duck Preens for Attention

BIG DUCK from Page 61

three times beyond its $10,000 budget — causing an
unexpected drain on the Friends, who are the duck’s
main support.

“It’s coming out beautifully,” said Lance Mallamo,
Suffolk’s director of historic services. “But as we
started working, we found out there was more work
than we bargained for.”

Because the duck is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, it had to be reconstructed in a way
that was faithful to its original design. Restorers for
example had to put down a tongue-and-grove pine
flooring, and replicate tin walls of the original duck.

In the process, they alse expanded the ducl’s wood
framing to bolster its sagging haunches, increase
structural strength and cut down on cracks. And they
also had to re-stucco the bird’s exterior.

To celebrate tomorrow’s reopening, parks officials
are baking their own sculpted duck cake, children
from Phiilips Avenue School in Riverhead will sing
several new duck songs and relatives of the forward-
thinking pioneers who helped build the world-famed
duck will be in attendance.

They will all celebrate the idea first hatched in 1931
by Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer, who got
his inspiration when he stopped at a roadside coffee
shop shaped like a pot while on vacation in California.

Maurer hired local carpenter George Reeve, who
employed two stage show set designers, William and
Sam Collins, to build the duck. As models, they used a
a cooked chicken careass and a live duck tied with a

et . JThesdonexduek waiddit with the

meuy

At its first opening, the Big Duck was pictured in
Popular Mechanics magazine. The Atlas Cement Co.,
whose product was used in construction, made the
duck a pinup in its annual calendar and dubbed it
“The Most Spectacular Piece of Cement Work in
1931.”

The first site of the 16,500-pound duck was on West
Main Street in Riverhead, but in 19386, it was moved
about four miles east to Flanders Road, about two
miles up from its current location. Through the years,
the duck remained in use as a stand for duck farm
produce. In.1987, owners Kia Eshghi and his wife
Pouran sold the land on which it stood and donated
the duck to Suffolk County. It was moved to Sears
Bellows in December, 1987. :

Since then, the duck’s only activity has been as a
model. It has been the subject of cover art for a 1987
edition of New Yorker magazine and a sketch now on
display at Guild Hall, both by renowned East End
artist Saul Steinberg.

Officials say the newly-reopened duck and its shop
will operate seven days a week, 9 am.-5 p.m. from
Memorial Day to Labor Day and perhaps on week-
ends into the fall.

County historical officials are also hoping that the
duck’s reopening will spur & new outpouring of duck
lore and memorabilia. Richard Martin, Suffolk’s as-
sistant director of historic services, said that one ides
is to compile an oral history of duck recollections.
“For many visiting the Hamptons,” said Martin,
“The duck was a sign we're almost there.”

Meanwhile, Kessler said he hopes the reopening
will spur new contributions to fund-raising efforts
andrengare-that! tomorrow’s small: waddle -for the:

Newsday | Steve Madden
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By Rick Brand

BTAPF WRITER

RESH FROM a tail tuck and internal
surgery, Long Island’s Big Duck re-
opens tomorrow to do what it always
has done best — sell itsslf, Move over
Disney Store, watch out Opryland.

Make way for designer duck,

Admittedly, the firet step, er waddle, is small. But it
may foreshadow a big step for Long Island — a theme
park dedicated to roadside art.

For now, the Big Duck — built in the 1930a by a
Depression-struck farmer to sell fresh duck and dick
eggs to motorists — will reach cut to the passing pub-
lic with a gift shop and a small museum. It will sell a
full line of Big Duck clothes and souvenirs — from
golf shirts to umbrellas complete with duck beaks, It
will also include a mini-exhibit of duck, highway and
roadeide architecture history.

Loudspeakers will beguile passershy with a two-
hour long mix of music and news commentary from
1931 to 1938 along with Christie Brinkley's narration
of Big Duck history. The, idea is not oniy to take on
the marketing gimmicks of retailing outlets like the
Dieney Store but also io f3-create the atmosphere of
picnic parks, places where Long Island families used
to take family drives.

And to do it in the apirit of roadside art, once
acorned by architectural purists as trash, but more
recently praised for its celebration of fantasy,

“I think pecple are taken by the whimsy of it,” said
Jerry Kessler, president of the Friends for Long Is-
land Heritage. He also said in some cases the appeal ir.
more direct.

*“When | was a kid, I remember sitting in the back
of my grandmother's 1923 Nash and going for a Sun-
day drive,” eaid Kessler, now in hia sixties. “See‘ng
the Big Duck was a great thrill for a seven- or cight-
year-old,”

Long-range, the county and Friends for Long Is-
land’s Heritage envision a park of rosdside art and
other motoring artifacts including neon signs, old-
fashioned gas pumpa and perhaps even a diner. But
officials say that given the county government’s on-
going financing problems, such d plans are five to
10 years away and $200,000 to gO0,000 beyond their

current means.

For the moment, even getting the duck spruced up
for the '90s was a larger than chore. Al
though the duck only had to move 40 feet from its
temporary quarters at Sears Bellows Park on Route
24 in Flanders, parks officials say the cost of primping
the 20-foot-high water fowl for ila reopening went

Please see BIG DUCK on Page 66
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THE THEME’'S
THE THING

By Adam Z. Horvath

STAFF WRITER

HERE'S SOMETHING they cught to
know in Flanders: The World's
t Mallard roosla in & parking
lot in Wheaton, Minn.
Not only that, but The World's
Largest Floating Loon navigates a lake in the same
state. The World's Largeat Turkey and the World's
Largest Prairie Chicken sit in Minnesota ag well. The
Five-Story-Tall Chicken towers over Marietta, Ga.

And thosa are just the waterfowl.

The Big Duck is part of a celebrated, if sometimes
unfairly ridiculed, tradition of Amerlcan architec-
ture that includes a 10-foot Georgia peanut, a
12,000-pound North Dakota Holstein and a 46-foot
Wisconain muskie with its own observation deck.

“Walt Dianey has a castle for the fairies to fly
around, and we have this,” said Bob Kutz, creator
of the Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame in
Hayward, Wis., and Lhe muskie that graces ils
r T it =

“Ashbura, Ga., Is home to this 10-lool-tall peanut.

grounds. "I tell schoolchildren, if you're going to do
ng, have a gimmick. This fish is a land-
mark. It’s not just a toy. It’s got wrinkles just like &
real fish would have, and eyes and a nose and
teeth.” Only much, much larger.
E Ovemizeg animals, vegetables and housohold ob-
+ jects span the roadsidea from the World's Largest
Olive {six feet) in Lindsay, Calif, to the World's
Ladderback Chair {25 feet) in Binghamton,
N.Y. There’a a bull that talks in Audubon, [owae.
There’s an ox that urinates in Three Forks, Mont.
There's a world's largest egg, built in 1946, that
ci;l;l; before the world’s largest chicken, built in
Some call them monuments to civic pride. Some
call them monuments to American innovation.
Some call them monuments to shameless self-pro-

motion, §t's amazing what can result from erecting
a 46-foot-long concrete bulfalo.

“We're known as the Buffale City,” snid Jeanetio
Erickson, who works for the Chamber of Commerce
in Jamestown, N.I}. "It's gnined us national atien-
tion. And now it's gained us the National Bulfalo
Museum."

OK, maybe you've never heard of Buffalo City.
Jeanette Erickson has never heard of the Big Duck,
either.

But the significance of these lifelike atructures,
which blur the distinction between buildings and
billboards, goea beyond duping tourists inlo making
detours into tiny roadside towne. They have ligured
in the major architectural debate of the past 20
years, with the Big Duck itsclf (older than the
chicken or the egg) nght at the center,

“The Parthenon is a duck,” prominent architect
Robert Venturi declared in 1972, Slides of the Flan-
ders duck, and an elephant in New Jersey, and the
Brown Derby restaurant in California, have been
popping up in darkened architecture school class-
roome ever since.

Venturi argued that the Big Duck was the perfect
antidote for the prevailing cold steel-and-giass cor-
porate towers built in the International Style, Like
them, it was symbolic — a building for selling duck
egge. Unlike them, it was fun to look at, and was
gvery bit as significant in the history of design as
the Parthenon.

“It’s part of Americana, and we high-falutin ar-
chitecta can connect with it,” Ventur said in a
phone interview this week. “The duck is the aristo-
Eral;‘ of roadside architecture . . . We love the

uck.”

Just as Marcel Duchamp questioned the nature .

of objects, and 20th-Century arlista have gues-
tioned the nature of paintings, the Big Duck con-
luses the nature of huildings, said architect James
Wines, author of an article called “Case for the Big
Duck,” Perhaps like the famous painting of a pipe
by Rene Magritte, the Duck should have a sign in
front of it saying, "This is not a duck.”

But enough about art. This is about ducks.

The closest competition for Long Island's 20-foot-
high duck comes from Wheaton's mallard, whose
26-foot height and wingspan makes Wheaton resi-
denta puff up with pride.

“People don't go up and down the eireet, quack-

The ‘World's Largast Loon’ Is In 2 take In Virglnla, Minn.

ing, but they're very aware of it," said Judie Larsen,
secretary of Whealon'’s Chamber of Commerce. “'1
hope our duck is bigger than your duck. Otherwise
it's fnlse ndvertising.”

Sadly for Wheaton, mallard bullder Bob Brung -
who was inspired in 1961 by a memorial to bolt
weovils and has gone on to create a 30-foot olter —
acknowledged that his mallard could not cumpete
for sheer bulk with the Big Duck’s motherly frame.

You can't walk inside the mallard. It doesn’t have
an exhibit inside it. The mallard doesn’t have Mod-
el-T Ford taillights for cyes. The mallard does not
apeak with Christie Brinkley's voice. The mallard is
not an interactive bird for tho 21et Century.

"You're one up on us there,” admitted Larsen.
“Qure just stands there and does nothing.” w

A fraternal fowl, the mighty mallarg of Wheaten, Wis.

Through the Years With the

May, 1993: After a two year study, the big duck is
about 1o have a permanent nest, about 40 leel away
from its temporary home. Tha duck includes a mini-
museum and a souvenir shop. Planners hope that it
will someday be the centerpiece of a theme park of
roadside architeclure.
June, 199%: After 60 years of silence the blg duck
speaks . . . and sounds remarkably like supermo
de! Christie Brinkley. Brinkley, who has a house in
Montauk, made a 120-second 1ape delalling the his-
+ tory-of ther duch.. A radio transmiller was set up so

Duck

drivers could hear the message on 88.3/FM 24
hours a day.

August, 1889: The Big Duck acquired a frame of
flowers and grass thanks lo a part-lime landscaper
who provided the ornamental setting In an effort to
make the area as homey as possible for the white-
stucco waterfowl. .

January, 1988: The owners of the land on which the
Big Duck stood scid the land and donated the duck
to Suffelk County. The Big Duck was moved 4.7
miles to a temporary site at the riding stables in

Sears Bellows County Park,

1836: The duck migrated from its first site along
West Main Streat in Riverhead to a nesling place
about 4 miles east along Flanders Road, where i
remained for hall a century.

1831: The duck was haiched as a Riverhead farm-
stand where ducks and duck eggs were sold. Il
gave rise 10 the use of the term duck, which signifies
a structure designed 1o look like the product sotd
'rom “ - b - %
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| How the Big Duck stacks up against a real duck

o Real duck _Bip Duck

Fight 121 foot e 20 1eet - 2

'.I’H I E S R R e T [l LT e als IR —"""-“"""-"1&500 1ba. "'_'.'_ _;

Has fest Yes No

Haa feundation No Yeos '

Made of $kin, bones, faathers Wire, stucco, wood E
| Edibls Yes No

Sotnd i makes Quack Volca of Christie Brinklay

BIG DUCK from Page 61

three timea beyond its $10,000 budget — causing an
uncxpected drain on the Friends, who are the duck's
main support.

"'It’s coming out beautifully,” said Lance Mallamo,
Suffolk’s director of historic services. "But as we
slarted working, we found out there was more work
than we bargained for.”

Because the duck is listed on the National Register

of Historic Places, it had to be reconstructed in a way
that was faithful to its criginal design. Restorers for
cxample had to put down a tongue-and-grove pine
fNooring, and replicate tin walls of the original duck.
. Inthe process, they also expanded the duck’s wood
| framing to bolater its sagging haunches, increase
slructural strength and cut down on cracks, And they
alsa had to re-stucco Lhe bird'a exterior.

To celebrate tomorrow’s reopening, parka officials
are haking their own sculpted duck cake, children
from Phillipa Avenue School in Riverhead will sing
several new duck songs and relatives of the forward
thinking pioneers who helped build the world-famed
. duck will be in attendance.

They will all celebrate the idea first halched in 1931
by Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer, who got
his inspiration when he stopped st a roadside coffee
shop shaped like a pot while on vacation in Calilornia.

Maurer hired local carpenter George Reeve, who
employed iwo stage show set designers, William and
Sam Collins, to build the duck. As models, they used a
a cooked chicken carcess end a live duck Ltied with a

gtingtevn pérch. JThe done dutk wal-4it with the
rridiiMghtd ofd Molalim Faed plackd In ftn ayearvo b
PR

Newsday | Sieve Madden

Duck Preens for Attention

At its first opening, the Big Duck was pictured in
Popular Mechanics magazine. The Atlas Cement Co,,
whose product was used in construction, made the
duck a pinup in ils annual calendar and dubbed it
“The Most Spectacular Piece of Cement Work in
1931."

‘The first site of the 16,500-pound duck was on West
Main Street in Riverhead, bul in 1936, it was moved
aboul four miles east to Flanders Road, about two
miles up from its current location, Through the years,
the duck remained in use as o stand for duck farm
produce. In 1987, owners Kia Eshghi and his wife
Pouran sold the land on which il stood and donated
the duck to Suffolk County. It was moved to Sears
Bellows in December, 1987

Since then, the duck’s only activity has been as a
model. It has been the subject of cover arl for a 1987
edition of New Yorker magazine and a sketch now on
display at Guild Hall, hoth hy renowned Eost BEnd
artist Saul Steinberg,

Officials say the newly reopened duck and its shop
will operale seven days a week, 9 a.m.-5 pm. from
Memorial Day to Lebor Day and perhaps on week
ends into the fall.

County historical ofTicials are nlso hoping that the
duck’s reopening will spur a new outpouring of duck
lore and memorabilia. Richard Martin, Suffolk’s as.
sistant divector of historic services, said that one idec
is to compile an oral history of duck recollections
“For many visiting the Hamptons,” said Martin,
“The duck was a sign we're almost there.”

Meanwhile, Kessler eaid he hopea the reopening
will spur new contributions 1o fund-raising eforts
and~ensore -that tomorrow's: smell waddle for:the
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Getting the Big Duck
Some Natlonal Kudos

piece of roadside kitsch for 65 ycars.

Now, the 20-foot-tall duck may waddle its
way lo more notoriety by earning o spot on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

The concrete waterfowl is already an icon to flocks
of people worldwide, even without federal govern-
ment recognition.

Its image adorns postcards in Kuwait and a poster
in a Brilish diner. Its body is laced with holiday lights
each winter. And visitors just keep coming: Since July
1, the duck building in Flanders has drawn spectators
feom [sracl 10 Ohio.

“It's a landmark,"” said George Winslow of Green-
field, Mass., who spent part of his vacation Tuesday in
the duck’s belly gift shop. “We always slop here.’

Sulfolk County Historian Lance Mallamo is push-
ing to gel the Big Duck some formal kudos. He will
present the needed historical paperwork in August Lo
the state Office of Historic Preservation, which will
deem the duck deserving, or not, of a spot on the state
Register.

Aler that, a federal nomination will be pursued;
The Nalional Register office must decide within 45
daya of receiving a request.

Suffolk residents are proud as a peacock of the coun-
ty-owned duck, the guardian of traffic on Route 24.

“Everyone really loves it because it's so special,”™”
said Jacqueline Walker, manager of the gift shep in
the duck’s belly. " There really is no other duck build-
ing all over the world.”

The duck was built in the '30s to house — you
guessed it — a ducks-for-sale business. Today, il is
popular for other reasons. It is the novelty of walking
inside the belly of a duck, or snapping photographa
with a fowl as tall as a telephone pole, that attracta
tourists.

Some of those who drop by want to show their kids.
Others are recapturing moments from youth, when
spotting the duck meant the drive to the East End
beaches was neartng an end.

“1 think everyone who goes out east on summer
vacation has stopped to take a picture in front of it,"
Mallamo said.

The duck is one of America's preemment examples
of roadside architecture. It is the namesake for “duck
afchiteclure,’’ a style in which a building's appear-
ance mimics its use,

The building is even known in the Ivy Leagues: It
was mentioned by name in architecture classes at
Harvard, recalled Nancy Fen-
ner of Remsenburg, who
stopped inside the duck this
week with West Coast relatives.

Long Island’s duck-farming
heritage is impressive. Four Lo
five million ducks waoddled an-
nually around more than a hun.
dred duck farms on the East End in the 1940s, bound
for restaurants. Four duck farms remain

In 1931, Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer
and his wife, Jeule, decided to build the giant duck-
shaped shop on West Main Street in Riverhead, They
wantcd to sell their Peking ducks to motorists and
needed a way 1o attract the attention of passing driv
ers. The duck was born of a woeden frame bound by
wire mesh and cement. It was painted white and giv-
en an orange beak, upturned tail and glowing Model-
T Laillights as eyes,

Passersby couldn’t resist.

“Even il they didn't want to buy a duck, more often
than not, they left with a frozen duck under their
arms,"”’ Mallamo said

Papularily alene does not a landmark make, haw-
ever.

It musl meet at least one of four crileria to be listed
on the National Register, a federal list of nearly
66,000 properties. The duck is sure to-qualify for at
leasl two, Mallamo said: It is associated with signifi-
canl past events and is an important example of ar-

THE BIG DUCK in Suffolk has been a favorite

Tae TALK OF

FLANDERS

Newpday { Thomas R Hoenlges
Sutiolk County Historlan Lance Mallamo Is pushing fo get the
Blg Duck Hsied on the National Register of Historic Places.

One potential hurdle the duck faces is that it was
moved several Limes

“It's problematical when & building gels moved ofl
its original site,"”” said Pete Shaver, program analyst
for the state Ofice of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation in Albany. "It likely still qualifies, it just
has to be looked at again.”

The duck roosted at the Big Duck Ranch on West
Main Street in Riverhead until 1936, when it and the
ranch were moved to Route 24 in Flanders. In 1987,
the then-owners donated the Big Duck to Suffolk
County, and it was moved to the entrance of Sears
Bellows County Park riding stable, where it sita in
front of dozens of indifferent
horses.

Being on the National Regis-
Ler would make the duck eligi-
ble for grant funds, and offer it
protection from development.

The duck — which has fielded
its share of ridicule over the
years — would also get more respect.

“‘Mostly, it gets you recognition that the propert| is
significant in our history,” said Marilyn Harper, his-
torian for the National Register of Historic Places.

Roadside architecture is no stranger to the federal
list, Harper maid, The Benewah milk botlle in Wash-
ington State, which houses a dairy bar, is an example.

While there is no one apparently lighting to pre-
vent the duck from joining this unique lineup, there
are those who are uncertain if they would want coun
ty money spent on it.

The duck is now kept afloat by donations and prof-
its from the gift shop, which is run by Frienda for
Long island Heritage. The county would be reponsi
ble for upkeep should contributions run dry.

“‘Some people, il they're on limited income, they
can’t afford anylhing,” said Mary Mores of Hampton
Bays.

But summer resident Fenner said the benefits
would far outweigh the costs.

“I don't thmk it would be that extravagant for the

chitecture, The duck is already or:\ﬁ; -timunty to doit,” she sand "Il.s really a piece of Long
Tl 2=

mark list, known as the Historic

Tsland hérltag!! 3
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GREENLAWN /
Greek Archbishop Visits

The Greek Orthadox archhbishop fo:
Americas visited Greenlawn last weck
the end of his career and underscore |
increase in allendance at Lthe local ch

Thirty-five priests and more than |
people lrom the tri-slate area, some 8
otito the lawn, Nocded Saint Paraskes
Greek Orthedox Church to listen to A
Tekovos conduct the vespers for the a
feast in honor of the parish’s patron ¢

Iakovos, who recently retired after
years as archbishop and a quarier-ce:
priest, brought a vial of water [rom a
Turkish spring believed to contain th:
inducing waters of Paraskevi, a mart!
saint known for healing blindness,

The archbishop also recognized the
pastor, John Heropoulos, whom man?
wilh doubling Lhe altendance in the |
year at the church, one of 13 Greek C
churches on Long lsland.

— Laura Sm

LAKE GROVE /
Parks Get Makeovers

Lake Grove is rebuilding its parks
construcling a community center in t
acquired Pond Path Park.

Reconstruction recently began at
Metzner Park, where new piay egquip
be built to facilitale supervision by ps
The baskethall court will be moved a
neighboring homes, and 8 new tennis
will be built in its place.

Scott Middleton, parks commission
a village trustee, said similar !
be made at the remaining Kel‘l.(
Peond Path Parks. The new Ponfe. .t
eight-acre plot of land recently deede
Lake Grove, will include a center anc
for use by the community.

Village residents currently use the
Culture Center al the village meeting
meelings of genior citizena, Boy Scou
for other activities, though Middletor
Tacility is “'really too amall.

The project is being paid for with
fund money, and Middleton said the
rengvations will have no effect on res
taxcs, Bar

SAG HARBOR /
Caldicott Speaks on Nu

Dr. Helen Caldicott, co-founder of
Physicians for Social Responsibility, :
organizetion of doctors concerned ab:
effects of nuclear technology on hum
will spesk at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 12 at St.
Andrews Church in Sag Harbor. The
spunsored by Fish Unlimited, a fishe:
conservalion organization that's base
Shelter Island.

Caldicot! will address the health h
of two nuclear reactors at Brookhave
National Laboratory and three at Mi
Conn, The Millstone reactors curreni
shut due to safety problems.

Caldicott hopes that her speech wi'
garner support in the Hamptons to f
permanent clozing of Brookhaven an
Millatone, both within 20 miles of he
Hampton home, where she moved ah
menths ago.

“We are dealing with a technology
unforgiving,”” Caldicott said, “in whi
can be no human lallibility, and 'hat
possible.”” Caldicott fears that
mechanical failure could lead
disaster on Long Island,
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Toomey Out,
DPW Gets
A Consultant

By Timothy M, Motz

Westhampton Beach labor attorney
Vincent Toomey was lired by the vil-
lage Board of Truslees Ina 3-2 vote at a
special meeting on Monday al whichthe
board also incensed laborers of ihe
village Department of Public Works by
hiring 8 “consulting superintendent”
for the department without their input,

Mr. Toomey, who has been the West-
hamplon Beach labor atiorney for the
past five years, was replaced by the
firm Ingerman Smith of Norlhpm,
which had held the position priar ta Mr,
Toomey. Voting enboth resolutions went
along party lines, with MoniebuTue
Party members Mayor Bartley
Witenskl, trustees James Czachur and
Thomas Pescod votlng “yes” and
Ketchaboneck Parly trusiees Mark
Raynor and Ridgle Barnett voting *no.”

Moniebogue Party Trustees declined
all comment on Mr. Toomey's [lring,
and Mr. Toomey was on vacation and
unsvallable for comment, But
Westhampton Beach Police Benevolent
Association President Fred Hager said
the PBA wondered if Mr. Toomey's
tiring was somehow related to the pend-
Ing filing of disciplinary charges against
village police officer Thomas Verbeeck,
who last week was suspended by Police
Chlef Conrad Teller for the second time
In slx months. Mr. Hager said a new
labor counsel hand-picked by the
Mondebogue Party mesbers would have
the opportunity to do their bidding in
resolving the Verbeeck situation, Mr,
Hager last week claimed that Mr.
VYerbeeck I8 a close acqualntance of Mr.
Czachur, which Mr. Czachur denled.

“We are concerned the untimely fir-
ing of Vincent Toomey will further de-
lay any action in the Verbeeck matier,”
Mr. Hager said in a statement he said
representedthe feelings of the majority
of the PBA’s members. "We hopa that
the cause for the village's separation
from their labor counsel of 10 years [s
not to solicil another attorney who will
simply rubber-stamp the Monlebogue
Party Board members' desire to rein-

(Continued on Page 22)

Two Trustees Say
They're Excluded

By Timothy M. Motz

The Moniebogue Party ran for and
won the control of the Westhampton
Beach Board of Trustees |ast June prom-
ising open government, But inthe minds
of the two Lrustees who are members of
the minority Ketchaboneck Parly, the
first six months of Moniebogue Party
rule have been anything but open,

In a letter to the editor declaring
their candidacy for reelection in the
village elections thizs June, Ketcha-
boneck Party Trustees Mark Raynor
and Ridgle Barnett blast their fellow
trustees on several fronts, saying that
since the Moniebogue Party—Mayor
Bartley Wilenski and Trustees Thomas
Pescod and James Czachur—took over
they have been virtually excluded from
participation In village government

The final blow, according te Mr.
Raynor, came on Monday when Mrs.
Barnett and Mr. Raynor sald they were
asked to sign a “Confidentiality Agree-
ment” which would prohibit them from
discussing any village matters brought
up In executive session or included in
any confidential documents with any-
oneexcept their fellow trustees, Village
Clerk Kathleen McGinnis, Village At.

(Continued on Psge 22)

A ocl( of Flanders residents turned out in front of the Big Duck on Route 24 Tost
Sunday to protest IheL:Iin;l.inaIion of the name of Flanders from the tourist atieaction’s

g and

~ASC Photo

Residents of Flanders Want
Duck’s Heritage Recognized

By Alberi 8. Coppola

If you stop in at the Big Puck on
Fianders-Riverhead Road, you'll be
hard-pressed to find anything there 1o
associale it with Flanders, the commu-
nity that hasbeen home to the gool-ball
tourist attraction since 1934

There's no shortage of ducks, Duck
mugs. Duck T-shirts. Duck paper-
welghts. Duck posteards. Silk duck ties.
There's plenty of so-called “duck-a-
billa.* The only trouble is, mast all of it
identifies the home of the Big Duck as
simply “Long Island, NY."

This has ruffied some feathers in
Flanders. Some residents are so dis-
gruntied that they have mounted a write-
incampaign to the Syosset-based orga-

ization that op the store
located in the belly of the Big Duck,
asking that they relnstate Flanders in
its advertising and merchandising.

A: stake is ownership of one very big
due

“It's all we have left,” said Kathy
kruel, attempling to explain the signili-
cance to her community of the 20-foot-
tall concrete and stee! duck-shaped
kiosk. The Flanders area has some of
the highest rates of crime, drug activity
and prostitution in Southampten Town,

“The reason [for the campaign] is &
sense of pride here,” added Mary Anne
Corwin. *You can go inlo a Borders
[book store) up-island and pick up a
postcard that says 'Big Duck, Long
Island, NY' and it says nothing about
Flanders. It's dishearlening at a time
whenwe’re trying lo revitalize the area

She said thal she goi the idea lo
petition the managers of the Big Duck
after she slopped Into the Duek’s mu-
seum shop and discovered Lhat there
was nothing there Lo link it 1o the ham-
let. “Actually, that's not quite true, " she
clarified, “I only found one thing, I can't

remember what it was. It might have
been an old brochure, or postesrd or
something. I'had o blow the dust off it.”

Both women feel the omission of
Flanders from the Big Duck advertis-
ing was deliberate. “They went out of
their way to eliminate Flanders,* said
Ms. Corwin

“Toalot of people, Flanders is adirty
word," added Ms. Kruel.

Striking back at the perceived snub,
the Flanders Community Waich, the
organization that the women co-founded
last year, has led the effort to reclalm
the Duck. The watch published a elip-
out coupon in its Dx b 1 .
which residents could send in to the
Friends for Long Island's Heritage.

{Continuved on Page 5)

Crackdown Is .

By Nicholas Wait

In a move that was met with bewil-
derment and surprise, Southampton
Town has issued criminal summonses
to more than 200 homeowners since the
endof November for failing Lo display
house number on their property as re-
quired by law.

The law took effect in March, 1993
and was Intended by the Town Board to
ensure that fire crews, ambulances and
the police can find houses inthe event of
an emergency. The town undertook a
program to humber all homes and busi-
nesses in the early 1980 to prepare the
way for an “Enhanced 911" emergency
telephone system that has long been on
the dlalwlng b‘:lnd“!’rhdje. 'F:n'”ﬁ:-"“
wolld automaticy! acaller's
addressbr :noll dl!palelar'z computer
screen. I is expecled to become opera-
tiona] within the year,

| This I8 the first time any summonses
have been Issued lor failure to comply
with the law, which many homeovmers
appear i have ignored.

Nobedy in Southamplen ‘Town gov-
ernment was eble to say why the appar-
ent crackdown had been launched or
whose Idez It was, including Supervisor
Vincent C io; John Rankin, the

Cam
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By Dougla:
Drawing immedis
tions from environme

acting chief fire marshal, whose offic-
ers are issuing the summonses, and
Deputy Town Attorney Robert
Marcineuk, who Is one of (he atiorneys
prosecuting the cases in Town Juslice
Court

No publicity campaign was under-
takenrecently lo warn property owners
that an enforcement campalgn would
be launched.

Some homeowners who recejved the
summonses were myslified. They didn't
know that the law exisied, didn't know
that the town was planning to clamp
down on those who didn't obey it, and
wondered If they will have criminal
records if they are convicled of the
charge, which is issued as a criminal
summons.

‘The Town Clerk’s office, the Town
Altorney’s office and the Town Justice
Court have all received calls from be-
wlidered homeowners asking for an
explanation of the law and the criminal
summonses lhey have received for al-
legedly breaking it.

The charge for failure to properly
display a house number i3 classed ag a
criminal violation and can be enforced
with a fine of up to $350 and 15 days In
Jall. Mr. Marcincuk sald that here the
fown is seeking *a $50 fine and a condi-
tional discharge that they wilt comply
[with the law] within three weeks” He
added thal the charge will be kept on
record at Town Justice Court, bul that

(Canlinued on Page 19)
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{Continced o

By Nicholas Wait

A few years ago when a friend told
John Malinowski that there weretropi-
calbutterflies tobe found in Shinnecock
Bay, he scoffed. "I told him that 1
collected fish, not butterflies,” said
Mvr. Malinowski this week in the base-
ment of his Hampton Bays home. Lined
with lish tanks containing rare tropl-
cal specimens collected In Hawaii,
Mexico, Guadeloupe and Jamalca-
and from under the Ponquogue Bridge
In Shinnecock Bay-—it's more Like the
Coney Island Aquarium than a bage-
ment .

Alded by the Gulf Stream, dime.
sized trapical fish, including butterfly
fish, sometimes arecarried north frem
the coral reefs of the Caribbean and
Florida and are found in late summer
lrapped in Moriches Bay and

{Continued on Page 22)

' Fish Granted New L

A French angelfish, rare in these parts, caught by John Malinowski Jr

Bay in 1991
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U 4l UL welure La Ineeung j to ask i
eir cases will come up,” Trustee Eric
Schulz added. “Other agents do it.” As
for agenda changes, he added, “The
same thing happens at the planning and
zoning boards.”
y Trustee Jon Semlear, who chaired
onday’s meeting in Trustee President
ott Strough’s absence, commented
t_‘lgat “larger™ cases—those whose re-

i B
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Big Duck'’s

. 9i9E crtiifued frbin Fage 197 )1
THE Friénds are an Isiand-wide non-
profit organization with an over $3 mil-
lion annual budget, and the group over-
sees historic landmarks and tourist at-
tractions—like the Big Duck and Old
Bethpage Village—for the museum sys-
tems of Nassau and Suffolk counties,

- Running on the front page under the
headline, “The Big DuckgResides in
Flanders,” the newsletter article urged
residents to cut out, sign and mail a
form letter to the president of the heri-
tage organization, asking him to in-

lude Flanders in the advertising for
he Big Duck. The newsletter asks,
{What's so wrong with Flanders that
the managers refuse to admit that the
Big Duck resides in Flanders?”

i Apparently, Flanders’ humble letter-
jriting campaign has aiready made an
ifnpact with the preservationists. The
protest ietters are pouring in.

“This week, I've gotten about a dozen

§ them,” said Jerry Kessler, president
of the Friends, last Friday,
t;Sa:,ring that he was “sympathetic” to

e concerns of the Flanders residents,

said that he had called a meeting to

iscuss the matter with officials from

&:‘Suffolk Coutity Parks Department,

ich actually owns the Duck, He said

it was too soon to say what, if any,
tion would be taken.

» He said, however, that advertising
gnd promotional material for all the
other landmarks managed by his orga-
nization prominently promote their

tive communities, “We operate the
. James' General Store. We didn't
me it the Stony Brook General

ore after 150 years,” he said.
Mr. Kessler added that this was the
t time a community has protested
bis group for slighting its heritage.
*F've been doing this for 32 years, and
is the first time I've run into this,*

he said,
. Mr. Kessler did say that the Duck—
ch recalls a time when the entire
t End of Long Island was home to a
df:ck farming industry of international

dredging be extended northward an
additional 2,000 feet, which he estimated
would take an additional week’s work.
Also on Monday, the Trustees re-
solved that a group of co-op owners at 30
Rampasture Road in Hampton Bays,
who had applied for a permit to)
their seasonal dock by 40 feet,
must instead shorten it by 25 feet,
The dock is one of a number that

Herge

pofi—jd A

He alse expressed some uncertainty
about whether or not, in its current
location, the Big Duck is technically
located within Flanders at all, While the
Duck is situated about 100 feet north-
west of the sign that says “Flanders” on
Route 24, Mr. Kessler said he was un-
sure what that represented. “I don’t
know what school district it's in, what
parkdistrict, what library district, what
lighting district,” he said.

Mr. Kessler is not alone in his confu-
sion, apparently. Ms. Kruel said that
ownership of the Big Duck has been in
dispute ever since 1987, when the Big
Duck was moved to its current location
infrontof the Sears Bellows Park riding
stables from the location it occupied for
53 years just north of Pleasure Drive on
Flanders-Riverhead Road. At that time,
the Duck was donated to the Friends for
Long Island’s Heritage; the farm on
which the Duck had stood for decades
was slated for development,

Officials with the Southampton Town
Tax Assessor's office confirmed this
week that, according to their maps,
Flanders canrightly claim the Big Duck
as its own.

Built in 1931 by Riverhead duck
farmer Martin Maurer, the Big Duck
was initially located on Mr. Maurer's
farm on West Main Street in Riverhead.
Legendhasit that a liveduck, tied down
with rope to Mr. Maurer's front porch,
served as the model for the Big Duck’s
design. The Big Duck is comprised of a
wooden frame over which a wire mesh
is attached, which supports the Duck’s
poured concrete exterior.

TheDuck stood in Riverhead for three
years until Mr. Maurer moved his
farm—Big Duck and all—to a site on
Route 24 in Flanders. The Big Duck
housed a shop that sold locally-raised
Peking ducks and duck eggs to passing
motorists.

TheBig Duck has been nominated for
inclusion on the national register of
historic landmarks, according to the
Friends for Long Island’s Heritage.
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The Blg Duck has
been the pride of
the East End since
it was built

LP's Big Duck Joins Company
0f Paul Bunyan, Dinosaur, Bottle

A sampling of other roadside architecture that. -

made he'jsalioml Regiater of Historie Places:

Dinesaur Park '

Rapid City, South Dakota

Built: 1936

Registered: 1990

Built during the Great Depression as a Works
Pro'%rass Administration project, Dinosaur Park
marks & rich deposit of fossils in the Black Hills.
Seven green and white concrete lizards and the
accompanyling gift shop stalk tourists on a hill

- Overlooking Rapid City. Joining the T. Rex.and
“tricerAtops Is an 80-foollong apatosaurus that
welghs 185,000 pounds. .

“aul Bunyan & Babe The Blue Ox
emidji, Minnesota
Built: 1937
Registered: 1988
Maost recently featured in the mavie “Fargo,”
Paul and Babe first loomed over a winter carnival
intended to promote tourism in northern Minne-

sota. Aithough Paul was quickly localed in a clty
park, Babe underwent a 6-month odyssey, travei-
ing on a Model-T chassis to St. Paul and other
tocations around the state before coming to rest
alongside the mythic lumbaerjack.

Benewah Mllk Boitle

Spokane, Washington

Built: 1935

Registered: 1986

A 38-foot-tall shwine to half and half, the
Benewah Milk Bottle marked the southside Spo-
kane store of the Benewah Dairy. A maltching
bottle, now dismantled, was also builtin the north
of town. Big encugh to make any cow's udder
shudder at the thought of filling i, the bottle is
topped with a sheet metal cap.

Compiled by Isaac Guzmdn

STAFP WRITERS

With-a concrete indifference to its
new historic eminence, the Big Duck

; E:zed out. over Flanders with its

odel-T headlight eyes Friday, while

. volunteers scurried about inside.

: The beaked monument to roadside

- architecture has been put on the Na-

tional Register of Historic plum‘;égin-
ing such noted placea as the White
House, Independence Hall and Mon-
tauk Lighthouse.

-The big honor for the big bird led to
some mighty big talk.

“It’a certainly the most monumen-
tal presarvation category we can re-
ceive for the Duck,"” said Lance Mal-
lamo, director of historical services
for Suffolk County. "We're absolute-
ly thrilled about it, It justifies what
wea've said for years, that this is one
of the most historic landmarks, not
only on Long Island, but in the
world,”

There are many landmarks on the

National Register — about 800,000

structures, sites and objects. Long ls-
land aione has 39 historic districts and

+ 383 additional sites on the list, such as

Theodore Roosevelt's home, Sagamore
Hill in Cave Neck.

But, not one of them has what the
Big Duck has.

“It’s unusual and unique. Some peo-
ple have a hard time realizing that
something so recent and so wacky is
part of our heritage. We tend to associ-
ate heritage with something very for-
mal and solemn,” Mailamo said. “This
is whimsical and kind of funky, wacky
and wild.”

At the height of ita popularity dur-
ing the Great Depression, mimetic or
Erogmmatic architecture such as the

ig Duck gave us everything from gi-
ant weiner hot dog stands to gargan-

_ tuan coffee pot diners. Some even

made political statements, like a
Washington State gas station in the
form of a teapot, meant ta call public
attention to the Teapot Dome oil scan-
dal of the early 1920s. Usually assum-

Big Duck
Big-Time

Now a US. historic landmark

- By Bill Bleyér
- and Mitchell Freedman

and communities.

The Big Duck has been the pride of
the East End since it was built in 1931,
by a Riverhead duck farmer who per-
suaded two eccentric stage set design-
ers to help him create a store where he
could sell his ducks and duck eggs to
passing motorists,

The red, Ford Model-T headlight
eyes give the Big Duck a distinctive
::t:l:(h, just like the road-stripe yellow

The 30-foot-long concrete duck has
moved twice since it stood at the Big
Duck Dude Ranch in Riverhead, final-
Iy nesting at the entrance to Sears Bel-
lows County Park on Route 24.

Most structures lose some of their
historic value when they are moved
from one place ta another, Mallamo
said. Big Duck backers argued that the
movement itsell was a part of the
shop's hiatory.

“It’s poetry, and it’s history,” said
Barbara Bixby, one of the volunteers
filling the shelves inside the duck with
T-shirte and ceramic muges and bat-
tery-powered clocks which quacked
“Frerea Jacques.” The duck opena dai-
ly on May 16, and she spenda three

ays a week working there in the sum-
mer. “It’s a beautiful, whimsical histo-
ry, a reminder of the 1930a,” she said.

Back in the 1930s, most people wheo
drove past the duck gave it a friendly
honk — a tradition that many East
Enders continue to this day.

After Labor Day, the Big Duck is
open only on weekends. But, come De-
cember, there's an annual party, with
the Friends of Long Island’s Heritage
inviting local school chitdren out for
hot chocolate around the duck. A big
green wreath is hung around the Big
Duck’s neck, and everyone sings
;'Wzddla Through a Winter Wonder-
and."”

When the Big Duck was quietly list-
ed on the National Register of Historic
Places April 28, it picked up a new ca-
chet in preservation cireles and got
some additional protection against al-
teration or demoliticn by federally fi-

d or li d projects. Backers

ing the ghape of the product being
lofd. the concrete and wood behemoths

now can also epply for federal preser-

The Bpokesman-Review  gerved as mascats for both companies vation funds.

Christopher Anderson

Correctional Officer Saves Toddler’s Life

By Martin C. Evans
STAFF WRITER

For the most part, the people who come and go
‘where Richard McKenna makes his living aren’t over-
joyed to see him.

But on Wednesday, they treated the Bethpage man
like a savior.

Thet day, McKenna, who has been a correctional
officer at the Nassau County Correctional Center in
East Meadow for 24 years, cradled a 2-year-old boy in
his arms and breathed Jife inte the toddler’s lungs.

“He was marvelous, marvelous,” eaid the child’s

' ther, Adriana Arroye, of the Bronx,

Arroya had been visiting the boy's father at the jail
at about 6:30 p.m. Wednesday when her son, Josthen
Diaz, went into convulsions.

Arroyo, who does net apeak English, began scream-
ing in the crowded visiting room and thrust the child
into McKenna’s arms.

“*She was hysterical,” said McKenna, who said he
could not understand Arroyo because he does not
speak Spanish. "I was focusing my attenticn on her
and didn't check the baby out. But someone sereamed
that she's saying the baby isn't breathing, and when [
looked down the baby was limp in my arms.”

McKenna, who receives first-aid training annually

as part of his job, tried mouth-to-mouth resuscitation,
placing his mouth over the child’s mouth and nose
and filling the boy’s lungs with gentle pufls,

It worked.

“To tell you honestly, I didn't even think, I just went
onimpulse,” McKenna said. '“He started coughing, so [
knew he was breathing, but he was still convulsing.
The baby was super warm to the touch, like he was on
fire. You could tell he had a fever.”

The boy was rushed to Nassau County Medical Cen-
ter, which ia next doer to the jail. The hospital wouldn't
say what was wrong with the child but reported him in
good condition Friday.
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Born as a creature of commerce, the Big Duck grew to symbolize Long Island

It's a Tall Tail, but True

By STEvE WICK
STAFF WRITER

n 1931, when Long Island was
mired in the Depression, a
Riverhead duck farmer
named Martin Maurer had
an idea he hoped would pro-

mote his business.

It was a big idea.

He decided to construct a 20-foot-
tall concrete duck at the edge of his
farm on West Main Street. It would
be painted white, like the Peking
ducks he raised, with a long orange
beak. A door in its belly would open
into a small shop, where Maurer
would sell eggs and processed
ducks.

Maurer’s farm is long gone, but
his Big Duck sits by the side of the
road in Hampton Bays, at the edge
of a Suffolk County park, an icon
for a part of Long Island’s history
that has all but disappeared. It also
is a symbol of the Island itself. Gen-
erations of people traveling to the
East End for day trips or vacations
passed the Big Duck on Route 24
and knew, as soon as they saw it,
that their trip was almost over.

Children still scream “There it is!”
as they pass it; many families have bets

ST Wi will soe 1t Airsl; people Stop to

have their pictures taken in front of it.
It is a concrete duck, a unique piece of
roadside folk art, but it also is a keeper
of family memories.

“It reminds pecple of their past,”
said Barbara Bixby, who works in the
tiny gift shop inside the duck. “People
walk into the shop and they are all
smiles, as if all these memories have
come back for them. It affects people of
all ages. People honk their horns as
they pass it. The word ‘pilgrimage’
comes to mind — people come to the
Big Duck.”

Maurer’s idea didn’t come out of no-
where. He had traveled te California
and had seen big hats over restaurants,
diners that looked like railroad cars
and a giant coffee pot. He hoped the
idea would work in Riverhead. It did.
Maurer’s Big Duck not only trans-
formed his business, but put Riverhead
on the map of America.

Today, thereis only one duck farm left
in the five East End towns. But there is
still Maurer's Big Duck — glass-eyed,
noble, sitting tall for an industry that
barely exists on Long Island.

“It has become a major part of our
heritage on Long Island,” said Lance
Mallameo, director of Suffolk County’s
Division of Historic Services. “1 was
there recently and a woman got out of
her car with some kids, and she said,
very seriously, ‘Children, this is the Big
Duck.’ It’s special. In our family when
our kids were young, the person who
saw it first would get a prize.”

Sixty-seven years after it was built,
the Big Duck sits at the edge of Sears-
Bellows County Park. The small shop —
which sells “‘duckabilia® — is operated
by a group called Friends for Long Is-
land’s Heritage.

When it was buiit, the Big Duck joined
dozens of roadside wonders across the
country, looking like giant. hats, or hot
dogs, or milk bottles. Teday, the story of

the Big Duck — how it was built, and
became a tourist attraction — is taught
in some architecture schools.

‘“The Big Duck was the forerunner of
‘duck architecture,”” Mallamo said.
“Any building shaped like its product is
called a duck.”

It all began with one man's simple
idea.

Like dozens of other duck farms in
Riverhead, Maurer’s farm sat alongside
water — in his case, Upper Mill Pond.
More than 30,000 white ducks waddled

Newsday Photo / John H. Cornelt Jr.
The Big Puck appeared unflappable in 1988 when it was removed from ils second home, in Flanders,
and escorted to Hampton Bays to perch near the enirance of Sears Bellows County Park.

around the farm on their short journey
from birth to death to dinner plate. All
around Maurer, from Calverton to
Agquebogue, were hundreds of thou-
sands of ducks on more than 70 other
farms. Riverhead sat at the epicenter of
Long Island’s duck universe.

Maurer hired a local builder, George
Reeve, to help him build a duck covered
in concrete. According to the Long Is-
land Forum, Reeve — who had built
barracks at nearby Camp Upton during
World War I — asked his wife, Ella, to

roast a chicken so he could study its
skeleton,

Reeve hired two local brothers;
William and Samuel Collins, to help
with the design and construction.
For additional inspiration, the
brothers procured a live duck, which
they tied to their front porch so they
could study it. History does not tell
us if their modef lived on in honor or
wound up in orange sauce.

When the head was complete,
someone had a brilliant idea for
what to use for eyes — a pair of tail
lights from a Model T Ford. When it
was completed that June, the Big
Duck was 20 feet tall, 18 feet wide
and 30 feet long. It had a little tail,
and from the way it was built, ap-
peared to be sitting on & nest. The
Riverhead News, in a story that
month, said, ‘“Motorists passing
through Riverhead now have some-
thing to remember us by; it is a big
duck . . . and naturally it is attract-
ing much attention.”

Indeed. In November, 1932, a na-
{ional magazine, Popular Mechan-
ies, published an article on the duck.
Maurer, seeing interest building in
his creation, took out a design patent
from the federgl. Batent Office. The Big
Duck remained on Maurer’s farm for
only five years. In 1936, it was moved to
Flanders, where it continued to serve as
a place to buy eggs and processed ducks.
In 1988, the 30-ton bird — facing possi-
bie extinction by a wrecking ball — was
moved again and bought by Suffolk
County. Not only has the Big Duck be-
come a Long Island fixture, it also is
acknowledged roadside art. Call it art
ducko.

Riverhead, where there once were dozens.

be worth approximately $18 million a year.

n its heyday, the Long Island duck industry was the marvel of I L
the world. Of the eight million ducks produced nationaly, more because of such environmental concerns as water pollution. Dozens
were closed and the property was acquired by the county. Some

of that land today is county parkland.

“I'm 39, and | remember 30 or 40 duck farms when | was a
kid,” Corwin said. *'On every creek in Riverhead. Through the late
1950s, Long Istand produced about six million ducks. Today, with
the few farms left, we still produce about 2.5 miilion ducks. J!

“The East End was perfect for the duck indusiry. The climate
was perfect, the land was perfect, there were farms all around. It
wasn’t to last. But we still produce a superior product.”

than six million per year came from Long Island.

“From the 1920s through the 1950s, we were the American
duck business,” said Doug Corwin, whose family owns Crescent
Duck Farm in Aquebogue. Crescent is the last duck farm in

Through the 1950s, there were more than 70 duck farms on
creeks and ponds throughout Brookhaven and the five East End
towns. Today, according to Suffolk County officials, there are four
duck farms left on Long Islandg. Still, the industry today is estimated to

INTO THE 1950s, BUSINESS WAS JUST DUCKY

In the 1960s, county officials sought to close duck farms

pictured in 1957, had some 8,000 ducks.

— Steve Wick

Certitied Duck Farm in East Moriches,
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2 Towns Ask, Whose Duck Is It Anyway?

By DIANE KETCHAM

HE locations of Long Island

landmarks are usuzlly not in

question. The Montauk

Lighthouse is — where else
— in Montauk. Looming over the
beach known as Jones is the Jones
Beach Tower, And the Nassau Coli-
seum sits in the heart of Nassau
County.

Then there is the Big Duck

“Which is in Hampton Bays," said
Mae Martin, an employee of the
Hampton Bays Chamber of Com-
merce.

“Ir’s in Flanders, and thete is no
question about it,"” countered David
Crohan, the Flanders Fire Commis-
sioner.

A debate is brewing on the East
End that may make the New Sersey-
New York fight over Ellis Istand
seem like a children’s game of ring-
a-levio, In which community resides
the Big Duck?

“11's the big dispute,'” Ms. Martin
said. “It has a Hampton Bays ad-
dress, soit"s in Hampton Bays."

*‘1t’s in the Flanders fire district,”
Mr. Crohan said, **So it's in Flan-
ders.”

Is the giant fowl, which is now an
official United States historic site, in
Flanders or in a Hampton Bays? 1t
was time to contact the duck.

A search in the white pages of the
Suffolk County phone book revealed
no Big Duck. There is a Big Dog
{sportswear shop}, a Big Geyser,
and a Big Bagel. But no Duck. It was
on o Information_ “What listing?"
the mechanical voice asked. *'What
1o0wn?"" Well, there, of course, was
the problem. An operator came en
the line. *“The — big — duck,”” she
said slowly, her smile coming
through the phone lines, **Well, let
me see.”

*I'msorry,” she said, "The Big
Duck does not have a phone num-
ber

An unlisted duck? Was there yet
another debate? No, it seems the Big
Duck is listed in the government
pages under Suffolk County Parks.

Answering at the Duck was Barba-
ra Bixby, the gift store manager,
who is affectionately known a2 the

Michaella Blissett, standing right, a hairstylist at a Westbury salon,
styling hair on Manhattan's Park Avenue to raise funds for cancer.

i T
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Michael Shavel for The New York Tt

The Big Duck, a Federal historic site, is stirring a debate, with both Hampton Bays and Flanders claiming it.

Duck Lady. *It"s an elusive duck,”
she said of the search for its phone
number. “'|'ve tried to get it lisled
We want to tell people we're now
open seven days a week from 10 to
5

Ms. Bixby knows all about the lo-
catlon dispute, and how it starled
"There was an article recently in
The Southampton Press,” she said.
“*It was about there being no bath-
rooms in the Duck. In the article, the
location of the Duck was listed as
Hampion Bays. And fer all practical
purposes it is, We have a Hampton
Bays mailing address and we havea
Hampton Bays phone number, So of
ficially, [ think, it is in Hampton
Bays, but it’s on the borderiine of
Flanders and it's in the Flanders fire

district and [ probably should have
qualified that, It's all so confusing."

A Flanders resident, Ida Crohan,
Mr. Crohan's mother, said she was
Eoing toorganize a demonsiration in
front of the Buck.

“That would be just terrible,” Ms.
Bixby said. “Flanders is a wonderful
community. You just think Flanders
Fields, it's so lyrical, and well the
people of Flanders are soupset. [
wanl to make peace with Mrs, Cro-
han. [ want to invite her over and
give her a jar of the Duck’s beach
plum jelly.”

1 think that all the communities
should share the Big Duck,” Ms.
Bixby continued, “kind of like one
wing washes another.™

Built in 1931 as a retail store for
duck products, the Duck came upon
hard times until it was moved 10

.. years agefrom its original site in
. Flanders. Now a museum-gift shop,
«- It shares space on county lapd with

the Sears Bellows County Park. No
one is challenging in which hamlet
the park is, but the Duck?

“Ir"s still in Flanders,"” Mr. Crohan
said. “We were all pretty upset when
we read the article, becawse the
Duck is definitely in Flanders.”

**Fire districts are the hamlets of
Long Island, and the Duck is inour
fire district,” Mr. Crohan continued
"“Flanders doesn't have a ZIP code.
We have a Flanders sign on the road
near the Duck, That shows the Duck
is in Flanders. We're going to put up
a bigger sign next week and anybody
who doesn’t like it, bring thern on
down 10 the firehouse.”

Mr. Crohan may have to take ona
feisty 84-year-old — Ms. Maitin, the
one-woman-band at the Hampton
Bays Chamber of Commerce.

“‘That Flanders sign,” she said, “'[
think is acwally in Hampion Bays. 1
wanted that sign moved ™

As for the duck, “Flanders had it,”

she said, *and it was moved. If they -

wanted it so bad, why didn't they
keep i1? It's curs now.""

Shirley May, who works at the
Hamptons Bay Diner, agreed. 'l
grew up in Flanders,” she said, *and
it was the Flanders duck. But now {f
someone asked for directions, I'd
have to say the Big Duck is in Hamp-
ton Bays, and we're glad 1o have it.”

Ms. Bixby would just like the loca-
tion dispute to disappear. **We have
such exciting news here,' she said.
*One of the duck’s Model-T headlight
eyes was hit by lightning recently
and disintegrated. Before it could be
repaired, a starling made anestin
the eye socket. It now has eggs in it.
We brought in a wildlife expert She
said we should let the little mother
have her babies. 1t's history being
made here. This is the first family of
birds o be born in the Big Duchk."”

0Odds and the End

Which was the bigger challenge —
the wind or the taxicab drivers? Mi-
chaella Blissett of Maximus Hair Sa-
lon and Spa in Westbury recently
spent the day styling hair on Park Av-
enue. Not in a salon, but outside, on
Park Avenue. To raise money for the
American Cancer Society, several .
hairstylists were invited to work on
the hair of people walking by. The
only Long Islander was Ms. Blissetl,
who worked on 50 peopte. "It was a
great day, but windy,” she said. *'We
would spritz the hair with water, then
blow-dry and style. Several of my reg
ular customers walked by as | was
working. They did double takes.” . ..
The Sulfolk County Bar Assoclation
and its Academy of Law offers vari-
ous seminars for Long Island law-
yers. Last week it offered a new one,
“Sports Law With a Focus on Base-
ball.” Among those lecturing were
Bud Harrelson, the former manager
of the New York Mets, and lawyers
who also act as agents far players.
Refreshmenis were served by the
Bar Association. Passed around the
room were peanuts and Cracker-
jack.
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Brendan McVeigh, 5, of Manhattan and Mike Black
Flanders. Black won the adult-category grand prize.

of New Hyde Park, compete in the First Annual Big Duck Quack-0ff in

Tl

widay Photo / Ken Sawchuk

Mighty Duck Calls

In fine feather at Flanders Quack-Off

By Katie Thomas
STAFF WRITER

Mike Black gave up the sugar in his morning coffee
yesterday.

“Anything sugary dequacks me,” the 49-year-old
groundskeeper from New Hyde Park explained. “The
sugar makes me sloppy; the quacks just slide off my
beak.,”

The extra care paid off. Black (“‘as in quack’) won
the adult category grand prize in the First Annual Big
Duck Quack-Off, held yesterday in the shadow of the
whopping waterfowl along Route 24 in Flanders.

The event was organized by the Suffolk County
Parks Department and Friends for Long Island’s
Heritage to draw attention to the Big Duck, a 1931
landmark recently placed on the National Register of
Historic Places. About 30 duck enthusiasts, from age

2 on up, competed in the quack-off.

What impressed the judges most about Black, said
“Mayor Mallard McDuck,” the master of ceremonies
also known as Bill Arnold of Dunmore, Pa. — was
Black’s ability to master both the low, rhythmic rum-
ble of a real duck and the comical Donald Duck style.

Five-year-old Andrew Payne from East Hampton
Springs was disappointed the contest’s organizers
weren’t more specific when they asked for duck calls.
“Do you want to hear my mallard call?”’ he asked
before the contest. Before letting the reporter answer,
he dove into a rapid-fire, gutteral *quack-quack-
quack.”

“That was a feeding call,” he explained, then
launched into a Peking duck call, a black duck call, and

Please see QUACK-OFF on Page A47




In Contest, Calls of the Really Wild

QUACK-OFF from Page A31

— to show off — goose, loon, and shel-
drake calls.

“I'm an expert,” he said. Unfortu-
nately, Andrew suffered from slight
stage fright during the competition and
managed only two quick Peking duck
calls. He failed to place in the contest.

Watching the contest from afar were
the real experts — three ducks bor-
rowed from the Cornell Cooperative
Extension in Yaphank. As he circled
their pen before the contest, 10-year-
old_Christian Gehan of Wading River
‘offered them a piece of advice: “Quack

from your diaphragms,” he said.

Christian created his unique calls by
blowing blasts of air through a closed
fist. He, too, failed to place, losing to a
stylized, Donald Ducky quacker.

With all the puns (such as: “I'm do-
ing this because my wife says I'm
quackers,””), cartoonish duck costumes,
and even a bad duck-ese version of “I
Got You Babe,” did this event demean
the waterfowl of the world?

Black, who has been communing with
the birds at a pond near his home for 23
years and whose license plate reads *"Mr.
Duck”, doesn’t think so. “They’re comi-
cal, madcap,’” he said.."And that pretty
much fits my personality; too.”

8661 ‘€L INNP AVANRS AVASM3N



Long Island’s Big Duck. Roadside America http:/fwww.roadsideamerica.com/attract NYFLAduck

ad sideamerica.com YOUR ONLINE GUIDE T0 OFFBEAT ATTRACTIONS
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Flanders, NY

\ The people of
e, Long Island

" love the Big
Duck -- or so we’re told. The
odd-shaped building is one of the few good examples of roadside architecture within easy
driving distance of New York City (next closest isLucy the Elephant way down in Margate,
NJ). Hence all the attention the Duck gets in any book or article written about wacky
structures along America’s highways.

In 1931, Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer built this 20-foot tall eyecatcher using
( nncrete applied over a wooden frame. Taillights from a Model T Ford became its eyes,
slowing red at night. Maurer sold ducks and eggs from the shop in its belly.

Maurer drew his inspiration from odd structures he had seen in California, especiatly a
building shaped like a giant coffeepot. Shrewdly, Maurer patented his fowl creation, and the
Duck became the darling of locals and travellers. This may explain why, in the world of
architecture, any building shaped like its product is referred to as a "duck." Not a
"coffeepot.”

Maurer is long dead, and
the Big Duck has shifted
locale a few times. It was
donated to Suffolk County
in 1987, and sits along
Route 24 in Flanders. The
shop still operates -- now
as a tourism center for the
East end of Long Island,
selling duck souvenirs to
flocks of city

weekend-trippers.

Each year, (the first Wednesday in December) the Suffolk County Parks Department
yonsors the Annual Holiday Lighting of the Big Duck. Local school children sing "Duck”
carols, and warm refreshments including hot chocolate, cookies and doughnuts are served.
Visitors join in singing the duck carols while awaiting the arrival of Santa Claus, transported
by the Flanders Fire Department. Once Santa arrives, the switch is flipped and the Big Duck






TheHilionFamily

FIND A HOTEL - ABOUT OUR BRANDS - COMPANY INFO  (INYESTORIREL S| PRESS & MEDIA

F
|

EXCELLE

9 ( -0.21) | NYSE | Volume: 1882600 HLT - As of 09/09/2004 4:04PM ET, Quote: 1

_
INYESTOR RELATIONS
Calendar ot Evenls
Comporate Governance
Carporale Ovarview
Dividend History
Eamings Estimates
Email Alerts
FAQiCost Basis/Splils
Einancial Beteases
Einancial Repors n
Infarmation Request
Management and Direclors
Presentations
Proxy Matenals
Quartery Conference Calls
SEC Filings
Stock Chart

Stock Quote

PRESS & MEDIA HOME

.Corm'ale Facls
Logo Kit

Mews Archive

Media Relations

INVESTOR RELATIONS

Hilton Hotels Corporation (ticker: HLT, exchange: New York Stock Exchange) News Release - 8/17/2000

Long Island's Most Famous Duck is Refurbished Through " Explare the Highw:
With Hampton"

FLANDERS, N.Y.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Aug. 17, 2000--Hampton(TM}, the national chain of mid-priced
Hampton Inn{R) and Hampton Inn & Suites(R) hotels, and the Suffolk County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Conservation today announce the restoration of one of the nation's most famous
landmarks, “The Big Duck,” in Flanders.

Recognized by the National Register of Historic Places, The Big Duck is the third of several
refurbishment projects scheduled this year for the national "Explore the Highway with Hampton(TM)”
Jandmark restoration program.,

Today Hampton Inn volunteers, with the help of the Sutfolk County Parks Department and
representatives from the Friends for Long Island's Heritage, will repaint the Duck and restore the histot
landscaping around this architectural treasure.

The restoration event kicks off at 10 a.m. at The Big Duck site in Flanders, off Route 24. The day wil!
begin with presentations from Hampton; Friends for Long Island’s Heritage, which currently operates
The Big Duck landmark; and the County, who will proclaim, Aug. 17, 2000 "Explore the Highway With
Hampton Day” in honor of the preservation effort.

In addition to executing much of the restorative work, Hampton has presented Friends for Long Island®
Heritage with a $3,500 donation for The Big Duck's restoration.

"With hundreds of Hamplon hotels located along U.S. highways, we began last Spring to look fora
grassrools community initiative where our national ¢hain and local hotels could actively make a
difference in their communities,” said Judy Christa-Cathey, senior director of Marketing for Hamplton In
and Hampton inn & Suites hotels. “Restoring the landmarks that travelers across this country cherish
made perfect sense and was embraced immediately, as was The Big Duck, which has been at the top
our list from day one.”

"Built in 1931, The Big Duck originally served as a place 1o sell Long Island ducks to travelers and loca
residents,” said Suffolk County Executive Robert J. Gaffney. "When the land where The Big Duck reste
was slated for development in 1987, it was donated to the County and the rest is history. We believed
then as we do today that this facility's history and uniqueness continue to be a treasured landmark for
the Long Island community. I'm extremely pleased that Hampton noficed it and offered to restora itto it
original condition."

Today, The Big Duck is a well-known gift shop frequented by travelers passing by en route to Long
Island's Hamptons and the East £nd. In fact, this quirky and historical roadside attraction is visited by
more than 10,000 tourists each year,

Materials and services for landscaping for The Big Duck's restoration today also will be provided by
G.R.O.W., a service of DDI (Developmental Disabilities institute),

The Big Duck is the third restoration project for *Expiore the Highway with Hampton,” which launched i
April of this year,

Since its launch, Hampton has completed refurbishment of the "Rain of Arrows" site celebrating Native

American history in Mancos, Ceolo., and the restoration of one of Tennessee's famous "See Rock City*
highway barns in Sevierville.
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Nowsday antn”dln H. Cornell Jr.

Volunteers Jrom the Hamplnn Inn Hotels chain plich in to sgruce up the Big Duck
In Flanders as pari of a baaulifluatinn project lor roadside historical siles.

Footing %‘he Bill
For Duck Work

Hotel picks up tab for facelift

By Stephanie Mc¢Crumimen

ETAFF WHITER

Frank Saitta was a young boy in
the 1974 summertime of eastern
Long Island. Driving to the beach
down Route 24, his parents stopped
to buy brown cges at the Big Duck
in Flanders. And the 16,000 pounds
of painted white cement imposed it-
self on  Saitta’s  vulnerable,
13-year-cld imagination.

At night, it practically cailed out
to him: that pristine, rounded white
body, those blank, black eyes, the
shut yellow bill — that expression,
80 maddeningly passive,

So, Saitta confessed yesterday, he
and his friends did what
13-year-old boys will do. 'l‘hey made
whole evenings out of egging and
otherwige leaving their mark on the
icon.

Time passed. He grew up in Masa-
mpequa Park, went to college,
moved to Manhattan, moved to Chi-
cago, and then te Memphis six
years ago,

There, Saitta went to work for
Hampton Inn Hotels' corporate offic-
e8.

On the wverge of 40, Saitta
thought of his youth, and as so
many Long Islanders du, he
thought of the Big Duck — and he
felt sorry for it in & way.

And go it struck him as karmiec op-
portunity when he learned last
week that his company was embark-
ing on a promotional project to help
restore  roadside  architecture
throughout the nation, including
the Big Duck.

“I just had a flaghback,” Saitta
said. “And I said I'd like to get back
and make amends.”

Yesterday, along with 20 other
volunteers from Hampton Inn ho-
tels on Long lsland, Saittu did,
dirtying his own hands to plant im-
patiens around the Big Duck, and
on either side, red and yellow can-
nas, just like the ones that once
adorned the duck in the 1930s.

“l feel very good,” he said in the
glorious sunshine. “Very good.”

The Big Duck is an international-
ly famous example of roadside archi-
tecture, built of mesh wire and ce-
ment in 1931 by a Depres-
sion-struck duck farmer seeking to
sell ducks and eggs.

Hampton Inn Hotels donated
$3,600 to the Friends for Long Is-
land’s Heritage, who are stewards
of the Big Duck, along with Suffolk
County.

The money paid for a well and
gump, 8o that the Big Duck would

ave water for the planta, Volun-
teers also gave the duck a fresh coat
of white paint. Dean Phillipe from
the friends’ group replaced the
metal acreen door to the gift shop in-
side the duck with a wooden one,
like the 1931 original.

*When you have a structure like
the Big Duck, people have owner-
ship over it,” said Jerry Kessler,
president of the friends' group.
“They adopt it, they love it.”

Ag Saitta knows, sometimes the
Big Duck adopts you, its stoic pres-
ence becomes something to be reck-
oned with, at 13 as much as 39.

"I think things like [the duck] are
important,” he said, pointing out
the duck's ability to make comedy
of life’s troubles. “This is what we
are meant to do. To be happy, And
something like this is guaranteed to
malke us happy.”
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Hampton Inn employees and others worked last Thursday on restoring
what it was surrounded by in the 1930s.
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Volunteers Turn Out for Preening

By Jody Shenn

The Big Duck in Flanders got some
grooming last Thursday, August 17
from a crew of enthusiastic Long Is-
landers proud of their famous fowl.

The oversized landmark got a fresh
coat of white paint and some long-
deserved landscaping. The crew in-
cluded a tuxedoed caterer named
Rell Hertz, Jimmy Webb, an autistic
man who helped grow its new
plants, and Lauren Muller and Jill
Salvati of West Babylon Junior High
School, who were accompanying
Lauren’s mother Jan and more than
15 other Hampton Inn employees.

For Barbara “Babs” Bixby, who has
spent eight years working in the gift
shop in the belly of the Big Duck, it
was quite a happy occasion. Also at
the landmark on Route 24 last
Thursday were Jerry Kessler, the
president of Friends for Long Island’s

Americans believe it's important to
preserve the country’s roadside
landmarks. And, she said, “whether
it's 18- or 20-year-olds. out on the
road or senior citizens exploring
their youth,” many of the hotel’s
guests arrive by car.

The hotel chain had already
spruced up the Rain of Arrows, a
group of seven 30-foot-tall tele-
phone poles that sit next to three 25-
foot teepees in Mancos, Colorado,
and the See Rock City Barns in Se-
vierville, Tennessee.

For the Big Duck, a landmark on
the national historic registry, Hamp-
ton Inn provided white paint, em-
ployees from its Commack and Is-
landia hotels, and $3,500 for a well
that was sorely needed at the site, ac-
cording to Richard Martin, director
of historic services of the Suffolk
County Parks Department. He said

inal location (up Route 24 in Flan-
ders and before that in Riverhead) so
it'’s not even a major improvement.
It’s getting back to what it was.”

The plants and flowers which were
planted around the structure came
from Greenhouse Recreation Op-
portunity Workshop in West Sayville,
where developmentally disabled
adults like Mr. Webb learn job skills
working in the GROW greenhouse,

The plants were chosen based on
pictures of the Big Duck in its origi-
nal location on West Main Street in
Riverhead. According to Mr. Kessler,
the hope is to turn the area into a
“snapshot” of the duck’s past. He
pointed out that nearby telephone
poles are adorned with 1930s light
fixtures and 1930s radio programs
like Jack Benny and big band music
are piped out of speakers.
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Hampton Inn employees and others worked last Thursday on restoring the Big Duck in Flanders with vegetation similar to
what it was surrounded by in the 1930s,

JODY SHENN

Volunteers Turn Out for Preening

By Jody Shenn

The Big Duck in Flanders got some
grooming last Thursday, August 17
from a crew of enthusiastic Long Is-
landers proud of their famous fowl.

The oversized landmark got a fresh
coat of white paint and some long-
deserved landscaping. The crew in-
cluded a tuxedoed caterer named
Rell Hertz, Jimmy Webb, an autistic
man who helped grow .its new
plants, and Lauren Muller and Jill
Salvati of West Babylon Junior High
School, who were accompanying
Lauren’s mother Jan and more than
15 other Hampton Inn employees.

For Barbara "Babs” Bixby, who has
spent eight years working in the gift
shop in the belly of the Big Duck, it
was quite a happy occasion. Also at
the landmark on Route 24 last
Thursday were Jerry Kessler, the
president of Friends for Long [sland’s
Heritage, various Suffolk County
Parks Department officials and a
film crew creating a PBS documen-
tary “Big Duck: Gateway to the
Hawiptoris!” 16 ariginbiti 38118 120

“Days and weeks arftd months §
ot by NS Y o vt AL
i a’tajor happéning” """ T

The clean-up project was spon-
sored by the Hampton Inn hotel
chain, which has been refurbishing
several of the nation’s treasured
roadside attractions. The Big Duck
became a part of the “Hampton-
Adopt-A-Landmark” program after
an anonymous e-mail to the hotel
chain’s web site. The Big Duck has
actually lent its name to roadside at-
tractions in which form follows
function—they are known as “duck
architecture.”

“You're probably wondering what
a large hotel chain is doing restoring
a big duck,” judy Christa, senior di-
rector of brand marketing for Hamp-
ton Inn, admitted in brief remarks at
the beginning of the project.

But she said that in a recent survey,
the hotel chain found that 8 out of 10

Americans believe it's important to
preserve the country’s roadside
landmarks. And, she said, “whether
its 18- or 20-year-olds, out on the
road or senior citizens exploring
their youth,” many of the hotel's
guests arrive by car.

The hotel chain had already
spruced up the Rain of Arrows, a
group of seven 30-foot-tall tele-
phone poles that sit next to three 25-
foot teepees in Mancos, Colorado,
and the See Rock City Barns in Se-
vierville, Tennessee.

For the Big Duck, a landmark on
the national historic registry, Hamp-
ton Inn provided white paint, em-
ployees from its Commack and Is-
landia hotels, and $3,500 for a well
that was sorely needed at the site, ac-
cording to Richard Martin, director
of historic services of the Suffolk
County Parks Department. He said
that grass that had been planted last
year had already died because of the
lack of a water supply at the duck.

“It's definitely something that’s
ﬂegr? Al the’ agenda, ' Headded. It
di

il have a well and water in s orig-,

inal location (up Route 24 in Flan-
ders and before that in Riverhead) so
it's not even a major improvement.
It’s getting back to what it was.”

The plants and flowers which were
planted around the structure came
from Greenhouse Recreation Op-
portunity Workshop in West Sayville,
where developmentally disabled
adults like Mr. Webb learn job skills
working in the GROW greenhouse.

The plants were chosen based on
pictures of the Big Duck in its origi-
nal location on West Main Street in
Riverhead. According to Mr. Kessler,
the hope is to turn the area into a
“snapshot” of the ducks past. He
pointed out that nearby telephone °
poles are adorned with 1930s light
fixtures and 1930s radio programs
like Jack Benny and big band music
are piped out of speakers.

“This isn't the original location of
the duck, but they're trying to make
it look as near to that as possible,”
said Emily Leogrande, a spokesper-
son for the Suffolk Coilnty Parks De-
partment. T =



Nest of ‘Big Duck’
Will Be Preserved

Forty acres of mostly wetlands on
the west shore of Reeves Bay in Flan-
ders—once the nesting place of the
“Big Duck”—will be preserved
through a joint $1.65 million acqui-
sition by Southampton Town and
Suffolk County.

On Friday, August 25, the Town
Board approved the expenditure of
its $850,000 half-share of the pur-
chase from Red Fire Associates, the
current owner. The town's share is to

©

come from the Community Preser- >
vation Fund, which utilizes the pro- '~

ceeds of a 2-percent real estate
transfer tax.

The Suffolk County Legislature ap-
proved the acquisition in June but
must still decide whether the coun-
ty’s contribution will come from its
Preservation Partnership Program or
the Community Greenways Fund.

The Big Duck, a former poultry
store and now a popular tourist at-
traction and national landmark, was
moved iby:Suffolk;County: from.the
shore of Reeves. Bay to.nearby Sears
Bellows County Park in 1988,

—DONNA GIANCONTIERI
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Supe says: Put a
pool in Flanders

By Tim Gannon

FLANDERS—It was just over 13
years ago that the Big Duck was cere-
moniously paraded down Flanders
Road in a so-called “duck moving cer-
emony.”

The Route 24 landmark had 1o move
from its prior location on the north side
of Flanders Road, near Reeves Bay,
because that site was slated for devel-
opment by its new owners.

But the development never hap-
pened and a year ago, Southampton
Town and Suffolk County purchased
the Jand for $1.7 million through the
recently enacted Community
Preservation Fund. A company called
Red Fire Associates had ..
owned the 35 acres.

Testaurant or catering use as is done in
other towns. This will provide jobs to
the young people in the community,
both through the recreation use and
the business use.”

Because it's surrounded by wetlands,
the waterfront site might have environ-
mental constraints, the supervisor said.

The Big Duck opened as a retail
poultry shop in Riverhead in 1931. It
sat on the Flanders Road property
from 1936 to 1988, when it was moved
about four miles east on Flanders
Road near Sears-Bellows Road, where
it remains today. Developer Rober
Shamis of Manhattan purchased the
former site in 1988 and filed a subdivi-
sion application to build homes on the

sy land. Town officials con-

This will provide'  tacted this week could

Now Supervisor Vince '3 - yung. not recall what hap-
Cannuscio has a plan to | jobs t9 -t e ym.m%' . pened to the subdivi-
transform the former Big | people in the. = sion, other than that it
Duck site into a : communﬂy_:.; ¢ never went forward.
“Gateway 1o Flanders” | . —Supervisor.  The state of the town

and is calling for con- |
struction of an outdoor =
swimming pool, a community center
and possibly a catering hall or restau-
rant on the site.

The supervisor unveiled his proposal
during last week’s state of the town
address at Town Hall.

“One of the things I'm proposing is
an outdoor swimming pool, a facility
that exists nowhere else in the Town of
Southampton,” Mr. Cannuscio said.
“We've also created walking or hiking
trails high on the hills overlooking the
water.”

The supervisor also envisions a com-
munity center on the site and possibly
establishing an affiliation with a pni-
vately-run company 10 operate either a
catering hall or restaurant there.

“One of the problems in Flanders is
that there are no jobs available,” Mr.
Cannuscio said. “This will create a
tremendous community asset with
access to the water, an outdoor pool
and a gateway community center as
well. Id like to lease out part of it for a

 Vince Caﬁ_nu'sb_i'&; address was the first

WHEESS S time the proposal had
been made public, even to the other
Town Board members, Mr. Cannuscio
said, adding that the town will do more
detailed studies of the project in the
future.

“It’s a vision for what can occur,” he
said.

Councilman Skip Heaney recently
unveiled another recreation proposal
for the Flanders/Northampton/River-
side area. It calls for building a town
beach at Wildwood Lake and possibly
purchasing the Wildwood Lanes bowl-
ing alley for use as a recreation center.

The town also is still in the process of
building a new State Police barracks
on Route 104 in Riverside. The town
has acquired all of the land for that
project and is currently negotiating the
amount of the lease, Mr. Cannuscio
said. The town plans to lease the land
to a private developer for a nominal
fee, and the private developer then
would build the headquarters and
lease it to the state.
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Big Duck May
Wing Its Way
To New Roost

By Bill Sutton

Fulfilling a campaign promise to the
people of Flanders, Southampton
Town Supervisor-Elect Patrick “Skip”
Heaney has included funds in the 2002
town budget, which was passed earlier
this month, to move the landmark Big
Duck back to its original location in
Flanders.

Although plans have not been final-
ized and an estimate of what it would
cost to move the 20-foot-tall concrete
fowl has not been completed, the
board has approved spending up to
$50,000 to help the bird migrate.

The money would also be used to
transform the 39-acre former home of
the duck on the bay side of Flanders
Road into a village green-type town
park, Mr. Heaney said.

Although no formal arrangement has
been made between the town and Suf-
folk County—which has claimed own-
ership of the landmark since it moved
the duck to Sears Bellows County Park

See BIG DUCK, Page A1l

SH PRESS

Southampton Town Councilman Patrick “Skip” Heaney at the Big Duck’s current
‘roosting place. DANA SHAW
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BIG DUCK: To Take Flight?

FROM PAGE 1

in 1988—Tim Ryan, a spokesperson
for County Executive Robert
Gaffney, said that Mr. Gaffney sup-
ports the move in concept. County
lawyers will review the proposal
oice Mr. Heaney finalizes it, he said,
t¢ make sure it is legal and then pro-
ceed to give the duck to the town.

Lounty Legislator George O. Guldi
stpported the measure during an
elction debate in Flanders last
mmth when Mr. Heaney first an-
maunced that he wanted to move the
dick. He said this week that he
wiild introduce legislation to ap-
prve the proposal.

Bidlt in 1931 on a duck farm in
Rivrhead, the Big Duck moved to
Rrate 24 in Flanders in 1936, where

if owners used it mostly as a poultry

rtail store until the mid-1980s.

1n 1988, ‘the dick's’ bWhéts sold
heir Flanders property, and the fate
sf the well-known attraction was in
westion because the new owners
s.id that they had no interest in pre-
serving the landmark.

Suffolk County officials stepped in
end moved the duck to its present
hampton Bays nest. Friends for
Tong Island Heritage manage the
purist attraction and employ the Big
[fack personnel.

‘In August, using $850,000 from the
Community Preservation Fund, the
tewn, with a matching Suffolk Coun-
ty grant, purchased the ducks for-

mer roost from Red Fire Assaciates
for $1.65 million, featuring the way
for the giant duck’s return.

Mr. Heaney said that after the
property was purchased for park-
land, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Olson,
longtime Flanders residents and
community activists, suggested that
the town move the duck.

“I thought that made a lot of
sense,” he said. “When the duck was
originally moved, it was done on a
temporary basis to save it.”

Mr. Olson said this week that the
Flanders community was enraged in
1988 when the duck was moved to
Hampton Bays.

“It's a Flanders landmark,” he said.
“It never should have left Flanders
and belongs in the center of the
hamlet.”

@ne possible .complication ta the
move-is that-the county has signeda’
rental-agreement with the Friends of
Long Island Heritage, the organiza-
tion that runs the gift shop in the
belly of the duck, -

Representatives of the organization
could not be reached for comment.
Suffolk County Parks Commissioner
Peter A. Scully, who oversees the op-
eration, could not be reached for
comment by press time. Mr. Heaney
said that it is possible that the orgaii-
ization might move along with the
duck.

Mr. Heaney said moving the duck
would “enhance” Flanders’ identity.
“The one element that it could al-
ways hold onto historically,” he said,
“was that it was the one hamlet
where one went to go see the Big.
Duck. It rightfully belongs in the
heart of that hamlet.”

Mr. Heaney said that the next step
in the effort would be to enter into
formal discussions' with the county
to address “practical -issyes,” Town
planners will then conduct a site
study and come up with a plan for
the park space, following communi-
ty meetings and public hearings.

Although Mr. Heaney said that he
has not heard any opposition to the
plan, at least one resident said that
she thought it was premature,

Christine Prete, president of the
Bay View Pines Civic Association,
said that although she would like to
see the duck come back to Flanders,
she would like to see the Town Board
focus on stabilizimg the economy in
the hamlet first.

“First, you have to stabilize Flan-
ders economically,” she said, “then
you can do that stuff”
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The annual

Blg Duck holiday
ceremony last
Wednesday night.

News-Raview photo by Tim Gannon

Is Big Duck

taking

FLANDERS—Will the Big Duck be
coming home to roost?

Southampton Town Councilman/
Supervisor-elect Skip Heaney says that
$50,000 has been included in the town’s
capital budget for relpcation of the
roadside altraction, but that there's no
plan currently to do so.

“I simply wanted to identify the pro-
ject in our capital budget for the
future,” he said. “There are many
details that must be considered: owner-
ship, current tenant leases, engineer-
ing, multi-agency coordination, site
preparation, communily support, etc.”

The Duck nested on the north side of
Flanders Road just west of the Flanders
Men's Club for many years, but in 1988
that site was threatened with develop-
ment, 50 the county stepped in and
acquired the duck. It was then moved
east (o its current location by the Sears
Bellows horse stables.

The Ducks migration took on the
appearance of parade on moving day,
with people lining the side of Flanders
Road to waltch the giant concrete bird
slowly head to its new perch on a
house-moving truck.

But the Duckk former home never
was developed and the town actually
acquired that property for $1.65 million,
with a county grant paying haif the cost.

- 2
wing?

Flanders residents were upset when
the landmark left in 1988, and there still
are debates over whether its current site
is located in Flanders or Hampton Bays.
‘The only official jurisdiction boundaries
it falls within are the Flanders Fire
District and the Flanders Northampton
Ambulance district, since zip codes and
telephone exchanges don't have strict
boundary lines. Its also believed that
the Riverhead School District boundary
includes the Duck, although theres no
need 10 ever find out for sure since it's
surrounded by county-owned land that
will never produce schoolchildren.

On the map the school boundary
appears to border Bellows Pond Road.

Mr. Heaney brought up the issue at a
candidate’s forum in Flanders in
October and the idea seemed to have
support from residents there.

“Wouldn' it be a good idea to bring
the Big Duck.back to Flanders?” he
said at the time. "“We’ve already taken
steps in the budget to do so.”

Sulfolk Legjslator George Guldi said
at that same forum that he'd submit a
bill in support of the move. However,
he said a lease agreement could be an
impediment. The county currently
rents space inside the structure 1o a
merchant who sells souvenirs.

Tim Gannon
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Big

Duck’s Former Home

To Be Preserved by Town

By Bill Sution

Town officials say the former loca-
tion of the landmark Big Duck in
Flanders, once a thriving duck farm,
has deteriorated into a haven for
drug users and prostitutes, with di-
lapidated hatcheries serving as
homes for illicit businesses.

But a plan to tear down the ram-
shackle buildings came to a halt this
week after preservationists cried
foul. Instead, Southampton Town of-
ficials said this week that the effort to
transform the 39-acre Flanders Road
property into a park might also in-
clude preserving and restoring at
least some of the nine original build-
ings on the site as historic proper-
ties.

“We've tripped onto a wonderful
opportunity,” Town Supervisor
Patrick "Skip” Heaney said at a board
work session on Friday, “to build an
active/passive park-like setting and
integrate historic preservation into
the site.”

On the recommendation of
Charles Bellows, chairman of the
town's Landmarks and Historic Dis-
tricts Board, the Town Board hired
East Hampton historic preservation
consultant Robert J. Hefner to evalu-
ate the structures and determine
which, if any, could be restored. He
will be paid up to $1,200 for the
work.

The town dnd the county each con-
tributed $850,000 to buy the land on
the bay side of Flanders Road this
summer from Red Fire Associates
and earmatked the property for
preservation as parkland and open
space.

Mr. Heaney set aside $50,000 in this
year's budget to relocate the 20-foot-
tall concrete fowl from its current
roost at Sears-Bellows County Park
in Hampton Bays to the Flanders
Road site and to develop the proper-
ty as a town park.

Built in 1931 on a duck farm in
Riverhead, the Big Duck was moved
to Route 24 in Flanders in 1936,
where its owners used it as a pouitry
retail store until the mid-1980s. Now
a popular tourist attraction and na-
tional landmark, the duck was
moved by Suffolk County from the
shore of Reeves Bay to nearby Sears-
Bellows County Park in 1988.

Mr. Heaney’s plans had originally
called for the demotition of a barn
and several former duck hatcheries
on the Reeves Bay property. But ac-
~ording to Mr. Bellows, local histori-
s suggested that the properny

might qualify for landmark status
once the Big Duck is returned, if the
buildings were restored.

If the duck is returned to the site, its
historic significance would be am-
plified, Mr. Bellows toid the board,
adding that the foundation remains
intact. The duck is already listed on
the National Registry and the New
York State Historical Registry, and it
has been designated a town land-
mark as well.

Several other buildings from the
original farm are also still standing,
including a barn, a former poultry
store and several small hatcheries,
all in varying stages of disrepair, Mr.
Bellows said. Some of the structures
may have to be demolished because
of safety concerns.

Mr. Bellows said his committee
would look to designate the entire
property, once restored, as a histori-
cal site, saying that there might be
both state and federal preservation
funds available to help maintain it.

One hitch in the plan, according to
Mr. Heaney, is that the county holds
title to the duck and has entered into
a long-term rental agreement with
the Friends of Long Island Heritage,
which runs the gift shop in the duck’s
belly. “The current tenants would
have to come with the duck,” he
said.

But Mr. Heaney also pointed out
that profits from the gift shop are
earmarked to support museums and
landmarks across Long Island, so the
organization would be a fitting part-
ner in the new park. The town would
come up with other uses for the re-
stored buildings, including setting
up an area for tourist information
where local chambers of commerce
could distribute literature, he said.

Mr. Heaney also said that
covenants placed on the duck fol-
lowing its transfer stipulate that it
must always remain on Route 24 and
on county property, but the supervi-
sor said he believed an arrangement
with the county could be worked out
that would allow it 1o be moved to
the future town park.

Councilwoman Linda Kabaot, citing
safety concerns, suggested that the
town should seal the buildings on
the property until plans for the site
are finalized.

Councilman Steven Kenny said the
town should approach the Cornell
University duck research center in
Speonk, suggesting that it might be
interested in the historical signifi-
cance of the site.

L 4

Supervisor Patrick ‘Skip’ Heaney stands In the orlginal foundatio
in Flanders.

Poxabogue To Tee 1

The Poxahogue Golf Center's appli-
cation for an expansion of its facili-
ties and the addition -of a miniature
golf course is again on the South-
ampton Town Zoning Board of Ap-
peals agenda tonight, January 17,

The continuation of the public
hearing, which began last April, has
been postponed four times by the
ZBA in the last several months be-
cause of requests by attorneys repre-
senting the golf center and a promi-
nent neighbor, Ronald Lauder, who
is challenging the application.

The golf center’s owners, a trio of
investors that includes East Hamp-
ton atiorney Leonard Ackerman, has
asked for a series of variances 1o al-
low them 10 continue using a 16-acre
parcel of land, which is zoned for

residéntial development' "only, as’

part of the driving range. The range
had been illegally expanded onto
that property, according to town offi-
cials.

Poxabogue’s owners also want to

Poxabogue’ ov
want to add ¢
miniature golf «
teaching fac

e e

In the months since
attended public hear
Sagaponack and Wair
have organized in op
golf center’s expansic
website with informa
plication and holdii
public meetings on th
recently, the Wainscc
Property’ Owriers: As
Saturday to review 1
prepare for tonight's |

The associations o
focused on the curre
residential property,
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TOP OF THE NEWS l

Migrating duck

Since its beginnings as a
Riverhead farmstand, the
Big Duck has moved
twice. A movement is
under way to return the
Long Island icon to its
previous home in
Flanders.

NEWSDAY FiL PHOTD / TONY JEROME

2001 Just ducky at its
home in Hampton

2004, Carl lacone, below, of the
Bayview Pines Civic Association,

is among residents who want
the duck back in Flanders,

1988. Why did the duck cross
the road? To get away from the
wrecking ball, of course. Facing

Bays, above,

NEVWSDAT HLE PHIOT / MOHN K. CORKELL R

duck demolition after its
Flanders site is marked for
development, the bird goes to
Hampton Bays and settles on
the south side of Route 24, left.

Ducdl’s big stats
Height: 20 feet

Length: 30 feet

Girth: 18 feet

Weight: 20,000 pounds

SOURCE:

|
| Seqrs-Bellows

~.Pond ntyPark.r
- .-1-\"‘1_" ¥ g

SUFFOLK COUNTY HISTORICAL SGOIFTY

HEWSOAY / RICHARD CXHIHET §

An activist envisions flocks of tourists visiting the Big Duck
if it's relocated in Flanders

Waddle become of
L.I’s iconic duck?

BY MITCHELL FREEDMAN
STAFF WITER

Carl lacone has a dream..A
very big dream,

He wants to move the Big
uck — perhaps Long Is-
land’s most distinctive road-
side landmark — back to its
previous home in Flonders,
where more people will see it
and where he hopes it will be-
come 2 symbel for the com-
munity.

It won't be casy. It would
be hard, even under the best
of circumstances, to move a
20-foot-tall  concrete  duck
that's big enough to have a
store in its belly.

And, there is red tape in-
volved in moving the large
white building — a national
landmark — which is now in
Sears-Bellow County Park,
four miles down the road
from its vriginal Flanders site.
Not to mention finding the
maney to do it, and getting

different levels of govern-
ment to agree on just how to
do it.

Still, Tacone says, things are
moving in the right direction
— the way the Big Duck
would want it. “You can't ask
the duclk,” he says. “But, 1
think she’d like it.”

Suffolk County Executive
Steve Levy, who stopped at
the Big Duck as part of a bus
tour of Southampton last
month, said he and Southamp-
ton  Supervisor  Patrick
Heaney “discussed the con-
cept of moving the Big Duck
to a more visible location. We
are very comfortable with it.”
Currently, it's on a lonely
stretch of road and the origi-
nal Flanders site is a more
heavily trafficked area.

But, Levy added, the move
won't be easy. “Thers are a
lot of details about cost and li-
ability that still have to be
ironed ocut.”

Tacone, the president of the

Bayview Pines Civic Associa-
tion, a Flanders advocacy
group, has been fighting for
three years to get the Big
Duck back to the old founda-
tion, where It sat from 1936
until early 1988 on the site of
a long-closed duck farm. In
193], duck farmer Martin Mau-
rer and his wife Jeuel built
the structure becanse they
hoped a duck-shaped building
would promote their business
in Riverhead in 1931,

Developers who planned to
build homes on the sile donat-
ed the Big Duck to Suffolk
County, which moved it to
the Sears-Bellows County
Park in Hampton Bays on Jan.
20, 1988,

But, those homes were
never built. Now, the duck
farm property — the otiginal
Big Duck foundation still in-
tact — is owned by the Town
of Southampten, which plans
to turn it into a park.

Several of the old duck farm

buildings are too rotted to save
and will be torn dowm. But
three or four will be tumed
into a museum, showing how
the duck industry used to
thrive in eastern Suffolk.
“We'll even have a small hatch-
ery, for educational purposes,”
said Southampton Town Coun-
cilman Steve Kenny.

This gives Tacone hope.
The town plans to clear the
avergrown site by the end of
summer, opening up the
views of Peconic Bay.

Tacone believes moving the
Big Dmick back to its old home
is the next logical step.

“When I started this three
years ago, they joked at the
town tboard. They went
‘quack-quack,’ " Iacone said.
“Now the whole community
is behind this."

Kenny, who used to drive
past the Big Duck vegularly as
a boy when his family came
out from Freeport during the
summer, said that cieaning up

the old duck farm is a priority.

But no decision has been
made about actually moving
the duck. And no one has bud-
geted any money to move the
10-ton building or checked
with state and federal historical
agencies to see if a move would
threaten the Big Duck's stalus
as both  state and national his-
toric landmark.

Town officials are talking
about donating the land on
which the Big Duck foundation
sits to the county — the build-
ers’ gill to the county required
that the Big Duck always be
kept on county land — but
have not done the legal re-
search to see if that is possible,

Iacone, however, is optimis-
tic,
if the duck is ever moved,
Iacone says, it will give him
just the support he needs for
another project to better de-
fine the identity of Flanders.
“We should have our own
ZIP code,” he said.
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1( of Mattituck.

‘Lhiele seconds that, but
ves Mr. Kapell, a real estate
..is wrong in tying the tax to the
Jable housing issue. The dramat-
srease in prices, which he said is
imited to the East End, has its

in low interest rates, the area’s
mity to a very wealthy commu-
‘hat fuels a demand for second-
: properties, and the post 9/11
of capital from Wall Street to
:state.
don’t think it has anything to do
the issue of land preservation,”
issemblyman said. He charged
the mayor’s comments “demon-
: only a very rudimentary under-
ling of the economic market-
verhead  Supervisor  Phil
finale, said he believes any
ges should be limited to an infla-
based indexing of prices. “What
complishes is so critical to the
‘¢ of the East End that I would
go further than that,” Mr.

lig” ~ said

1( anges to the CPF program
id not be quick in coming. The
step would be for the five Town
«ds to approve “home rule” mes-
s requesting action by the State
slature, said Mr. Thiele. The earli-

’VL"" bsite...

Jsreview.com
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est any bill could be considered
would be during the next legislative
session, opening in January 2005. And
since the CPF was both created and
amended by referendum, new tax
threshold levels also would require

endorsement by local voters. which
could take place no sooner than fall
2005.

Under that schedule, a revised
transfer tax would probably not take
effect until sometime in 2006.

Duck...

e=-From page 26

“They can’t take the Big Duck
from us,” Mr. Iacone said. “It’s a sym-
bol of Flanders” He said the town
already has expended hundreds of
thousands of dollars on the plan to
move the duck back to its former
home. To do so, the town needs to
sell the land where the Duck will sit
back to Suffolk County so it will
remain on county-owned land, as
required by the 1988 contract.

A spokesperson for Southampton
Supervisor Skip Heaney said his
office had not heard anything about
a proposal to move the Big Duck to
the airport. The town has been in dis-
cussions with the county for two
years about moving the landmark
back to its original site, said Donna
Giancontieri, executive assistant to

Mr. Heaney.

“The people of Flanders sce the
Duck as part of their identity, and
they would like it back where it used
to nest,” Ms. Giancontieri said
Wednesday.

Supervisor Heaney has said in the
past that the town planned to pre-
serve some of the wooden buildings
on the original site and turn the site
into a park that pays homage to the
area’s duck farming heritage. The
town is first planning to clean up the
site before it pursues the sale of the
small portion of land to the county.

Mr. McShane couldn’t be reached
for comment, although it appears
there is no formal proposal to move
the duck to MacArthur Airport.

“I think he should stick to flying
planes,” Mike Brewer, the president
of the Flanders, Riverside, and
Northampton Community
Association said of Mr. McShane’s
proposal.

n

JAPAN ESE
RESTAURANT

210 MILL ROAD
WESTHAMPTON BEACH, NY

631 288-5096
FAX 288-5364

Open Daily
Lunch (Fri.-Sun.) noon-2
Dinner at 5 p.m.

INDS

une

ful Inn at East Wind
1ich and Dinner
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The Big Duck at Its current roost on the Hampton Bays/Flanders border.

‘Militia’ Seeks Liberation
Of Flanders-Bound Duck

By Christopher Henderson

John Kramer wants you for the Big
Duck Militia.

Mr. Kramer, who runs East End
Insurance in Southold, is recruiting
volunteers o defend that notable
East End landmark, the Big Duck
in Flanders, from outsiders who
have suggested moving the icon Lo
MacArthur Airport in Istip.

“We intend to launch from
Montauk airfield and drop flour
bombs or potatoes if the duck is
moved out of the East End,” said Mr.
Kramer. “It is an East End landmark
and there aren’t too many left.”

The location of the Big Duck, built
as a roadside stand in 1931, has been
an issue for some time. In fact, the
duck, which has already moved twice
and is currently located in Hampton
Bays, will soon be moving again,
just not to Islip. Instead the duck
will retwin 1o its original habitat in
Flanders after a concerted effort by
Southampton lown governiment, the
Bayview Pines Civic Association, and
the Flanders-Riverside-Northampton
Association.

While these organizations worked
out the move, The New York Times
ran an op-ed in August proposing

that the Big Duck should migrate
to MacArthur. This prompted Mr.
Kramer to place an ad in a local paper
vowing to defend the duck and ask-
ing for “birds of a like feather” to visit
his East End Insurance website,

Mr. Kramer, who calls the
MacArthur suggestion “bizarre,”
estimates he has recruited 30 or
so volunteers thus far. He was
unaware that the duck is returning
to its original roost in Flanders. He
was glad to hear the news but he
plans to use the database of names
he has gathercd to spread informa-
tion if the movement to transfer the
duck to MacArthur or anywhere else
outside the East Iind picks up

Carl lacone of the Bay View Pines
Civic Association, who was instru-
mental in effort to return the duck
o Flanders, had not heard of the
militia. When asked if he knew
about the militia, Mr. lacone asked,
“Are they for us or against us?”

He also recalled the August op-ed
piece in the Times and rejected the
idea of maving the duck out of the
East End.

“It's not in the duck’s best inierest
as far as being a Long Island icon,”
said Mr. lacone.

League of Conservation Voters Picks Bishop

The League of Conservation Voters
has announced its endorsement of
Representative Tim Bishop in New
York’s 1st Congressional District.

Acrarding tn tha Teaone Ren

Wildlife Refuge, and drafting the bill
to prevent a plan to dump contami-
nated dredge waste in Long Island
Sound. It also' noted his support

frr the acrahlichmaoant and mainta

Teaching
Ways To
Save History

Town consultant gets
experts for workshop

In conjunction with a townwide
survey he is conducting to deter-
mine the condition of several
of Southampton Town's historic
cemeteries, consultant Zachary
Studenroth and a team of gradu-
ate students from the University
of Pennsylvania's Architectural
Conservation Laboratory led a
workshop on Saturday teaching
local residents how 1o best pre-
serve and protect headstones in
the cemeteries.

Mr. Studenroth, a historic pres-
ervation expert and the director of
the Sag Harbor Whaling Museum,
and the Penn students led approx-
imately 50 residents who turned
out for the workshop through new
methods in assessing the condi-
tion of tombstones, maintenance
and restoration techniques, and
surveying cemeteries. The group
also demonstrated special tech-
niques [or cleaning tombstones of
mold and moss, and for reattach-
ing broken sections.

Southampton Town hired Mr.
Studenroth earlier this year to
conduct a comprehensive survey
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Steve Levy Ronald F. Foley
County Executive Commissioner

Press Releases Archive

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nov 01, 2004

DATE SET FOR THE ANNUAL BIG DUCK HOLIDAY
LIGHTING

The Suffolk County Parks Department will host the annual Big Duck Holiday
Lighting Ceremony on Wednesday, December 1st, at 7:00 pm, announced
Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy. This year the Parks Department is
working with the Flanders, Riverside and Northampton Community Association
to bring a Holiday Celebration for everyone to remember featuring the Big
Duck trimmed in garland, holly and hundreds of sparkling lights.

Festivities will include Duck Carols led by the Riverhead Middle School Show
Choir, a special appearance from Quacker Jack of the Long Island Ducks, and
WLNG Radio will be on hand to announce the arrival of Santa to "light the
duck”. Christmas trees have been donated by Lynch's Garden Center and will
be decorated for the occasion.

( “There will be several tree lighting ceremonies throughout the season, but only
one BIG DUCK Lighting," said Levy, "so make plans now to join the BIG DUCK
and his friends as they kick off the holiday season!”

The BIG DUCK Store will be open for the evening, so you can pick-up some
eggstra-special holiday gifts. The BIG DUCK is located on Route 24, roadside at
Sears Bellows County Park, in Flanders. Parking will be available on Bellows
Pond Road. For further information, call (631) 852-8292.

#

Back to Press Release Archive Listings
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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Steve Levy
COUNTY EXECUTIVE
NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Emily R. Leogrande
July 13, 2005 Phone: (631) 854-4980

LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK FEATURED IN NEWLY PUBLISHED BOOK -
BUILDINGS IN DISGUISE — Architecture That Looks Like
Animals, Food, and Other Things

The Big Duck located in Flanders, NY is prominently featured by Joan Marie Arbogat in
her newly published book, BUILDINGS IN DISGUISE — Architecture That Looks Like
Animals, Food, and Other Things, according to Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy. This

book highlights unique architectural structures including eateries, stores, gas stations, office

buildings and lodging across the United States.

Copies of this book can be purchased at the Big Duck Store located on Route 24 in
Flanders at Sears Betlows County Park. In addition, the Store provides a wide variety of “duck”

memorabilia and souvenirs, as well as tourist information.

The Big Duck was built in 1931 for Riverhead duck farmer Martin Maurer and his wife
to attract passing motorists to buy the Peking ducks they raised. This 30 foot tall structure
roosted on West Main Street in Riverhead until 1936 when the Maurers relocated to Route 24 in
Flanders. In 1987 when its new location was slated for development, its then owners Kia and

Pouran Eshghi donated the Duck to Suffolk County.

The Big Duck currently serves the public as a gift shop and tourist information center,
and is open seven days a week from 12:00 — 5:00 pm. It is dedicated to the Suffolk County
Historic Trust and is listed on the national Register of Historic Places in Washington, DC. For
more information, please call (631) 852-8292.

#ith

H. LEE DENNISON BUILDING ¢ 100 VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY ¢ PO BOX6100 ¢ HAUPPAUGE,N. Y 11788-0099 ¢ (631)853-000
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THE ARTIST

We're about to see if this
time Elaine Thompson went
a little too far.

Last year the Bohemia artist
created a stir when she intro-

duced her portrait of the Mon- i

tauk Lighthouse in the style of
Vincent Van Gogh's “Starry.
Night.” This year Thomspon is
giving the same treatment to
another Long Island landmark:
The Big Duck.

“I always wanted to do a
painting of it,” Thompson said.

“I love the Big Duck — it just

says Long Island.” Given the
reactlon to her lighthouse

ainting, she concluded Long -
Islanders “love Van Gogh and -
that type of fantasy look.”

- The painting is to get its -
premiere starting tomorrow in
a show at the Massapequa
Public Library and, Iike the:
lighthouse, is to be available as
a print or on notecards.

Trend-spotters that we are,
we can sense a whole series of
Long Isiand landmark “Starry

/!}&4)5.,?

1elsc

A starry splas for the duck |

Elaine ;I‘hompson's Van Gogh-style portrait of LI's Big Duck

Nights.” And if you think it's

impressive to see the moon
shining over the Montduk

Lighthouse and the Big Duck,

we can't wait until she gets to
that other defining area icon —
Long Island's tallest structure,
the Hempstead recychng plant.
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¢ Town Plans
Big Duck’s
Migration

But many obstacles

still must be cleared

By Andrew Keshner

For Southampton Town, returning the
Big Duck to its original location in Flan-
ders is going to take, yes, getting some
ducks in a row.

Parks and Recreation Superintendent
Allyn Jackson and Jelf V, Murphree, the
town's planning and development ad-
ministrator, met November 30 with com-
munity members (¢ map out a roosting
spot for the National Register tandmark
on its original property. The site is now
under archaeological review. The Thurs-
day evening planning session followed
a meeting in early November at which
Supervisor Patrick lieaney and Sulfalk
County Parks Commissioner Ronald
Foley discussed ways to move the duck
back to its original location along Route
24,

At question is the unmistakable 20-
foot-tall duck-—which, like the Rock-
efeller Center Christmas tree, was
illuminated on November 29—that now
sits in front of Sears Bellows County Park
between |lampton Bays and llanders,

Suffolk County purchased the duck
wd moved it to its current site in 1984
to save it from demolition. n 200t,
Southampion Town acquired the 37.5-
acre duck farm that used to be the Big
Duck's home, with the intention of
bringing the landmark hotne.

In whatever shape the deal takes, the
county will continue to own the Big
Duck, while the town will own the land.
Public officials reached for comment on
the Big Duck’s move declined to give a
timeline on when that would happen.

Duting the November 6 meeling at
Town Hall, Mr. Foley snid he found the
town's proposed plans for the site “very
impressive.” But he said there were still
various obstacles and considerations to

Two Pilots Headed Home

By Caroline Simson

Two Long Island pilots whe were in-
volved in a mid-air collision in Brazil
are now being allowed to return to the
United States, according to a statemenit
released by the Honkonkoma-based
company that employs them,

In a press release from ExcelAire on
Tuesday, a three-judge panel in Bra-
zil has ruled that Joseph Lepore, 42,
of Bay Shore and fan Palacing, 34, of
Westhampton Beach are free o retumn
to the United States and should have
their passports returned to them by the
end of the week. The ruling requires that
the pilots retrn 1o Brazil if additional
court proceedings are reguired

The two pilots have been detained
in Brazil for questioning in the gov-
emment’s investigation of the collision,
which occurred when their Brazilian-
made Legacy cxecutive jet with seven
passengets on board collided with a Gol
Alrlines Boeing 737-800 over the Brazil-
ian jungle, killing all 154 on board the
larger aircraft on September 29. It was
Brazil's most deadly aviation accident.

address before any move could take
place. He said that the county's primary
concern wis honoring the “historic ve-
strictions” it imposed on itself when it
sought (o have the building placed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
The duck was put on the landmark list
in 1997,

“We talked about the possibility of
moving the Big Duck but didn't arrive at
any conclusions,” he said.

According to Mr. Foley, no follow-up
meeting has yet been scheduled. He
said his side would first do more re-
search into the nature of the restrictions
before arranging another meeting with
the wwn.

Mr. Murphree also attended the No-
vember meeting, “The county has been
nothing but positive,” he said. “It's just a
guestion of how do we go about doing
i

Mr. FHeaney could not be reached for
comment on the meeting,

While the county researches what it

Mr. Lepore and Mr. Paladino were able
o safely land their damaged jet at o
nearby military base about 3¢ minutes
afterward. No one on their jet was in-
jured.

In the press release, Jose Carlos Dias
and ‘Theo Dias, the attorneys for the
pilots in Brazil, said they were pleased
with the ruling.

“All of the professionals involved in the
Investigation of the accident between
the Legacy jet and the Boeing aireraft
had been allowed the lreedom to come
and o, except for Joseph Lepore and
Jan Paladino,” they said. *'This decision
correcls that difference in treatment. We
are pleased with the Court’s ruling.”

“Exceltire and the Lepore and Pala-
dino families obviously are very pleased
with the court’s ruling and are hopeful
that it brings Jue and Jan one huge step
closer 1o a long-overdue homecoming,”
added Robert Torricella, the company’s
Miami-based attorney. -

The crash has resulted in a swirl of
controversy around the pilots and the
equipment in their jet, and families of

T thirid
] o B, % el H"L‘
Tim Rumph, president of Aralys Deslgn, explains a plan for the Big Duck’s proposed home.

can and cannot do with the Big Duck,
an advisory committee of town officlals
and community leaders selecied by the
Town Board continue 1o work on what
they can do with the 37.5-acre site. Ul-
timately, the Town Beard will decide
on the advisory committee’s final con-
cept plau for the site. Mr. Murphree said
that upon approval of the concept plan,
the town will move forward with creat-
ing the park regardless of the status of
negotiations between the town and the
county.

After an initial meeting on $eptember
28, the advisory committee convencd
again on Thursday at the Flanders Com-
munity Center. During the first meeting.
Tim Rumph, the president of Aralys De-
sign and the planning consultant picked
for the project, presented an initial con-
cept plan for the site, According 10 Mr.
Murphree, what followed was a “live-
ly discussion,” with community mem-
bers ultimately calling for a park design
that would emphasize the site’s natural

from Brazil

the victims killed in the crash have al-
feged in a lawsuit that the two pilots
deviated from their flight plan, which
dictated that they remain at 38,000 feet,
not at 37,000 feet, where the crash took
place,

‘The lawsuit, which was filed in Novem-
ber in U.S. District Court in Brooklya,
also names ExcelAire and Honeywell n-
ternational Inc., the company that man-
ufactured the business jet’s transponder,
which is supposed to operate an atto-
miatic anti-collision systent,

The lawsuit alleges gross negligence
on the part of ExcelAire and Honeywell,
a New Jersey-based company, and secks
unspecified damages for the families of
the victims for the September 29 plane
crash.

An investigation of the crash is being
conducted by Brazilian authorities, who
are receiving assistance from the US,
National Transporiation Safety Board. A
preliminary report released by the NTSB
stated that the commercial plane was
lost in the Amazon jungle following a
prabable collision with the smaller jet.

-

ANDREW KESHNER

beauty. "We wanted it to be simple for
tourists passing by," said Michael Brew-
er, a committee member and president
of the Handers Riverside Nerthampton
Community Assoclation.

During the second meeting, Mr.
Rumph presented just that: a park that
had winding trails with interpretive en-
vironmental signs along the way.

Following Mr. Rumph's presenta-
tion, Chris Sheldon, historian of the
Northampton Community Assoclation,
presented an alternative plan created
by the community members of the ad-
visory committee. Firsi drawn by Mr
Sheldun, the plan had been discussed
after the monthly community associa-
tion meeting held earlier that weck.

Similacly “passive” in design, the com-
munity members' plan put the entrance
puint farther cast on the property. The
plan gained traction with town officials,
who said the different entrance im-
proved access to the park. Mr. Sheldon
presented another plan to make the site
a more active parkground, which ap-
peared less popular with town officials
and community members. According
to Mr. Murphree, the next meeting wilt
take place sometime after the new year.
At that time, Mr. Rumph will present
yet another concept plan that incorpo
rates the community members’ alter-
nale plan. Additionally. Mr. Murphree
hopes to have the results from the prop-
erty's archaeologicat study.

The twown has commissioned Alfred
Cammisa, owner and principal investi-
gator of Tracker Archaeology Services,
1¢ petform an archaeological review of
the site.

According to Mr. Murphree, the New
York Stite of Office of Parks, Recreation
and Iistorical Places asked that the ar-
chaeological review be done after a Feb-
ruary 2002 review of ihe site’s buildings.
Starting in October at a cost of $5,000,
Mr, Canunisa began what’s called a
“phase 1 investigation™ of the site. Mr.
Cammisa’s three-member crew will do
scveral shovel tests throughout the site.

At this point, the background research
required for the review has been com-
pleted, and Mr. Cammisa said the team
will dig approximately a foot deep in
search of the “absence or presence of
history,” be it nails, ceramics or Indian
artifucts.
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Extreme Makeover:
Exercise Trail Edition
(’ oming to SWRHS

The students in Shorcham-Wading River
High School's service-minded community
selations class will be leading a cleanup of
the campus excrcise trail from 8 am to | pm
Apiil 21 and 22. They plan 10 remove trash,
clear pathways, 1ix ofd and broken signs and
fence i unsafe arcas.

“We hope that by doing su, more comnu-
nity members would want (o use the exercise
teall, and feel safer doing so”” the students
-said in announcing the project.

Anyone interested in participating, such
as communily organizutions, may contact the
class and teacher Kevin Mann at 821-8184 or
kmiann@swr.kl 2.ny.us,

Shoreham landscaper
dies in bypass crash

A Shorchum man was killed at roughly 8
pm April 7 when his pickup truck veered off
the Route 25A bypass in Rocky Point and
hit a fence, police reporied.

Joseph Aronica, 39, of Pitkin Path was
driving his 2005 Chevrolel westbound when
the accident occurred, according 1o the Sev
entit Squad, Aronica, the owner of a land-
scaping business, was pronounced dead a
short time later at Mather Hospital. His ve-
hicie was impounded for a safety check.

Detectives are investigating the crash
and ask that anyone who witnessed » call
them al 852-83752 or Crime Stoppers at
(800} 220-T1PS (8477). 1

( 1¢ week in meetings

* The Brookhaven Town Council will meet
at 1:30 pm today, April 12, in Town Hatl. The
buard next meets at 4 pm April 17,

¢ The CDM Chamber of Commierce will
meet at 7 pm Apnil 16 at North Fork Bank
on Rouwte 25A in Rocky Point

¢ The Rocky Point Board of Education will
meet at 730 pm April 17 at the high school.

* The Shorcham-Wading River Board of
Education wiil meet at 8 pm April 17 at the
high scheol, not, as previously announced, at
the Briarcliff Elementary School. The board
will meet 2t Briarchiff ut 7:30 pm April 24.

= 'The Wading River Shoreham Chamber
of Commerce will meet at 7 pm April {8 at
Andrew’s by the Pond in Wading River.

* The Shoreham Civic Organization will
meet at 730 pm April 18 in the-Miller Av-
enue School library,

LINSHA cochair

Mallamo focuses
on the Vanderbilt

BY ARLENE GROSS

Lucal history maven J. Lance Mal-
lamo is foud of reciling obscere tid
hits like the story of huw artist Wil
liam Sidncy Mount's mother sold the
fanuily's Setauket home. Decming that
the parts were more valuable than the
whole. she sold it little by little — win
dows, doors and ali

Mallamo's love for local lore led
o his 1987 apponument as Suftolk
County’s ufficial historian, & post he
sl holds. Fe has also been executive
director of the Suffolk County Vander.
balt Muscumt for the past decade.

“He is Mr. Suflolk County His-
tory,” said Steve Gitelman, president
of the Vanderbilt Muscum, “the person
you goto when vou need (o know,”

Mallamo can pinpoint the genesis
of lus passion: the murals and sculp-
tures that decorate the Three Viliage
schools and Jus seventh-grade social
studies class, The students of that Se-
tavket class were each tasked with re-
searching the life of a person buried
in the local cemetery. Mallamo re
searched William Sidney Mouni, who
grew up where the Setauket library
now stands.

“The revelation that 1 shared that
same spuce hundreds of years laler
estabbished a connection to the past
in me that was and siill is awesome,”
said Mallamo, who lives in Head of
the Harbor.

Meet Mr. History, he
who savd he
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Lance Mallamo m front of one of the giant copper beech trees on the grounds of
the Vandlerbilt Museum, which he calls ‘a treasure and oasis’ for Suffolik County.

famous that an architectural term was
coined in its honor: a “duck” is a true
architectural form that emulates its
function or product.

In 1986, he learned that the owners,
Kia and Pouran Eshghi, had planned
onraving the building from Route 24
in Flanders to their private property
in Southampton. Mallamo wrote the
pair several letters

His love for his-
tory and preserva-

If each tourist were to

making the case
for having the Duck

t:lnn %qu:(;‘d him  add one more day to dﬁsigl;atcd. Eventu-
t roug, ycars . ally, e ovwners re-
with (he Suffolk  P7S or her stay onLong )% " WO v
County Parks De- Island, it could mean a it to the county,
partment, first as $32 e hoo and today it rests
minager of the 0 million ye. arly st in  Sears-Bellows
Historic Trust and  fo the local economy, Pond Counry Park
later as director of according to Mallamo. in Flanders,

Historic Services.

“I'm sure thal

During his ten-
ure, he was instruinental in saving the
Big Duck and securing its landmark
status. Mallamo said that the Duck,
originally a poulry store, became so

I will be remem-
bered for that," joked Mallamo. “My
epitaph will probably read that 1 saved
the Duck.”

Under his helm at the parks depart-

ment, the county also acquired Deep-
wells Manston in 1988 and the St James
General Store in 1989, Both landmarks
were threatened by development. "The
mansion, in grave disrepair, was o he
replaced by houses. The peneral store
was about to be sold and turned into
anuther retail establishment,

A recent effort for Mallamo was co-
chairing the Long Fsland North Shore
Heritage  Area (LINSHA) planning
commission, which disbunded with
the signing of the plan. Villages and
towrs across the Island that opted into
the plan are eligible for siate money to
preserve cultural and historw resoure
es and promote tourism. Northport
and Belle Terre were among those that
tejected the plan or simply didn't vote
10 participate,

“We have an identity crisis,” Mal-
lamo said. “We need to gel people to
visit in their own backyards.” if each
tourist were to add one more day Io
his or her stay on Long Island, he said,

Continuted on page AIS

LARKETTE Gunese AUCTION
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Dr. Matthew P, Gibbons
Purdue University Graduate 1990

Wading River’s Hometown Veterinarian
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RP vision

Contivsed from page Al
and what they think would make it better.

‘That coutd happen as carly as Jung,
and if not then, in September, as propo-
nents do not want 10 try to do it during the
summer when many residents take vaca-
tions or at least are fucused on relaxation.

After the charrette, Vision Long s
Land will ke the weas and meld them
it a rough planming guade. ICmight call
for rezoning so that apartments could be
built above stores in the business distiict,
It might feature more on-street parking.
designed primarily (o narrow the usable
roadway so drivers slow down,

[t might include a better attempt at old
fashioned hghting standalone lamp-
posts like Port Jelferson’s as opposcd Lo
whal are seen by some as the poor imita-
tions that got tacked omto existing poles
on Business 25A.

Those last tend 1o come loose e the
wind = and the original, mid-20th centu-
ry aluminuin fixtures ave sOll above them,
ruining for some the attempl al Viciorian
ambience

Meore  apartments,  rallic cidhung,
19ih-centary design motils — theyre all
elements of the new dowmiown Rocky
Point many of the hamletCs most pronmi
nent cilizens hope to see enacled. They
believe that doing so wall make the arca
more Micactive 10 business owoers and
shoppers alike, bousting the local ccon-
vy and reducing vacanews: lessen the
cost of housing. especially for young fam
ilies and retivees; and even case the schiool
tax burden o residents as the commercial
sector takes on a greater shine

Rieh Johanaesen, the Racky Point at
torney and longiume civic ackivisl who
wow Ieads the Conservative Mty i Sl
folk, saul the back of aftordable housing
is causing a bram dram o the young
and educated, and an experience diain
among the oki and wise. And the busi
ness district — which he said stretches
from the western junction with the by
pasys atl ihe way 1o the castera one, and
up Broadwiy 1o Prince Road —  is not
all it can be cither.

“For Rocky Portt to be alfordable and
for our business district to survive and to
thrive, we need more high-densuy devel
opment,” Johannesen said, adding that
town, county and state will have to do
their share by providing the infrastructure
and fast-tracking building applications.
“We'lt need a lot of governmental support
for this to work, and we expect to get that
from all levels of government that have ju-
risdiction over our downtown.”

If all goes as hoped, that support will
come in various forms: first the funding
town Councilman Kevin McCarrick (R-
Shorcham} secured for the Vision con-
tract; then rezonings by the Town Board:
the installation of sewers by the county;
and gramts from all levels for items like
new, more aitractive storefronts and thase
Victorian Jampposts.

“I envision quaint facades, apariments
over buildings and a more pedestrian-
friendly downtown,” said Jane Bonner,
head of the Rocky Point Downlown Re-
vitalization and Beautification Commit-
tee, and an aide to county Legislator Dan
Lesquadro (R-Shoreham).

Bonner said she hopes for a down-
town that looks hke a combination of
Port Jefferson, Paichogue, Northport.
Cold Spring Harbor and Riverhead. She
acknowledged thal those communities all
have waterfronts near their commercial
districts, but said it stitl could be done on
Rocky Point’s main drag.

“1 want downtown Rocky Point to be

What do you think of the
Rocky Point vision?

See page A22 or just

go online and vote in the
beaconrecord.com poll,

a desunalion,” Bonner said. “l've been
thinking abowt this since 1 moved 10
Rucky Point 20 years ago.”

Diane Burke, president ot the Rocky
Pomt Civie Association, agreed with her
allies that appearance and economics are
both key.

“Ullimately what | would ke is lo have
a plan for architectural design, driven by
both the residential community and busi-
ness owners,” Burke said, “And then the
other picce of i is more a business plan,
how to altract businesses lo the commu
wigy and what would be viable”

Much ot the commercial side of the
cyuation rests on the establishment of a
business improvement diskrict (BID), a
Ly aathority that could only be one
ated with the approval of most businesses
wn fhe arcas In places like Pang Jeflesson
and Sayville — as well as Manhattan
BIDs perform services Ung numicipalities
nnght handle otherwise, or that might not
get done at all: everything from snow re-
moval to beautifieation.

Johanaesen, Bonner, Burke and Mo
Carrick all believe the commercial com-
munity 15 on board with creating a Rocky
Point BID, and many fonglime merchants
Iave confirmed shat they are. Activisis
and oflicials are ackamant that for the vi
sian (o suceeed, the merchants must be on
Denurck [rom day one

“Someinnes 1 helisve in the jrst Her
hive been visons wheie the business
community didn’t parbicipate & # coukd
have™ McCarrick said, "and I believe in
this vision thal’s paramoun ™

A storcowner himself, McCurrick sad
he docs not foresee doing any work on his
family's businesses after the visioning,
but that other merchants wakl.

“If L could have one wish here, 1t would
be that the businesses participate in the
process, because ultimately it wiil be their
pioperties that are affected by the vision,”
he said.

Lance Mallamo

Continued from page A3
it could mean a $320 million yearly boost
1o the local coonomy.

Marcia Kees, coordinator of the New
York State Heritage Area Program, said,
*1 found Lance to be a total professional.
His leadership was instrumental in guid-
ing the work of the planning commission
and their work to draft and write the plan
for the North Shore Heritage Area that
was approved in December. His work and
his knowledge were absolutely critical to
the completion of that plan.”

These days, Mallamo's focus has been
on restoring the Vanderbilt, which he de-
scribed as Long Island's largest general
museum. “There's something for every-
one here." he said.

Collecting artifacts from arcund the
world, William K. Vanderbilt 1) antici-
pated turning his Eagle's Nest estale inte a
museum, “He saw the typical Long Island-
er couldn’t trave! the world, so he brought
the world to them,” Mallamo said.

The house, though well built, was de-
signed as a summes home. In its heyday
from the 1920s 1o the 1930s, about 200
puests came per scason, Mallamo smd.
Today, about 150,000 to 200,000 visitors

turn ug yearly. Over the years, there has
been extensive water damage, forcing Lthe
closing of exhibit space to the public.

Due to a lack of proper maintenance
of buildings, grounds and collections,
the muscum lost its accreditation in the
carly 19805, With Mallame's guidunce, m
2005, the Vanderbilt achicved a ten-year,
unconditional  reaccreditation from the
American Association of Museums,

Describing the reaccreditation s Mal
lamws most impaessive accomplishnem,
County Executive Steve Levy said, "Lance
... has done a great deal for the residents
of Suffolk, working tivelessly over these
many years (o preserve our heritage. We
alt owe him a debt of gratitude.”

Gittelman said, "I've never had some-
one who's more at the heart of the institu-
tion than Lance. He has a way of doing
things without ruffling feathers, He has a
way of bringing people together.”

A few Vanderbilt projects in the ofling
are the ereation of an exhibition area i the
seaplane hangar on the waterfront: buiki-
ing @ boardwalk to connect the waserfront
buildings ind making the 2000 feer of
beachfrom mrore accessible; designing
cucalorn and more navigable roadway sys-
tem for pedestrans.

“The muscwm is a treasure and oasis
for Suffolk County and it's alsa a major
foree for Long Istand and

to resign, This was denied in New York
State Supreme Court by Judge Stephen
Bucaru, who wrote in s decision thid
the “plaintiffs have failed to demonstrate
either a likelihood of success on the mer-
its or i balancing of equities in their fa-
vor on either thewr breach of contract v
tortious interference chim against the
detendants.”™

The state BEducation Departmem, re-
sponsible for licensing nurses, also con-
ducted an nvestigation last year based on
Senmtosa's complamt of endangerment of
patients. According to a September 2006
eniail to Vinluan from Birector of laves-
tigitions 1aniel Kelleher, the case was
closed with no action taken by the Edu-
cation Department ugainst the nurses,

Letters

Contimited from puge A22
Contrary i your editoread opinion there
s nu objective evidenice o conlirm your
wssertion that Long Ikad has been un
Tainky treated i the past. In et evidence
sbmitted under oath by acknowledypesl
et an weonrt of T asbuder the for
f s perjury conlivened the public was licl
bty ahowt thee existenccaol an cilu-
cation ok, There never wis
tion lormatla bused on equality
oF how much citizens 1

Suffelk County tourism,”
Mallamo said.

One of the greatest chab.
tenges fur Mallamo is en-

There never was
an education

any pantivular sohool dis-
rict could afford w spend,
Schiool wid  was basedl
purely on polineal schens-

ticing people to come back formula based ing and raw politics.
to the museum Gme and  on equality and Besides  the obvious
again. tn this vein, theyve henelits o our focal sehool
Jaunched  Living  History n_e_ed or 'fmw et districts from jpereises of
ours, whose guides play  Citizens in any sl gl densmded by
characters from  differem particular school our local of liciads this yuas
eris of Long Tdand's social L i wielrome fael it
Tiistory, district could The extir iy bunden will
B conmes s 1o surprise come T Drawd based

that home for this history
buff is a grand historical
hause, The dining room of his Victorian
home — hwlt by Smithtown™ paronym
John Smith — dates back 10 1680, and the
rest of the house to 1851,

His wife, Nocl, of 34 years, said, “He>
shared bis interest in history with our
[five] sons and mie. Thats been a big part
of our relationship and our family life,
beginning wilh our honeymoon in Wil-
liaimsburg. It's been great fun.”

In his spare time, Mallamo dabbles in
carpentry. The perfectionist in him wants
to insure his home restoration projects
are done right, he said, so he does it him-
self. He also enjoys painting landscapes
in oils and watercolors,

When he travels, he takes a part of
his work along with him. In England
and ltaly, he searched out the homes of
Vanderbilt's relatives.

“[ like making those connections back
to Long Island,” he said. ). Lance Mal-
lamo exudes a deep and abiding pride and
devotion to his homne turf, saying, “1 think
Long Island rules.”

Nurses indicted

Continued from page A0
nurses, charging that Sentosa breached
their contract by not employing the nurs-
es as direct hires and subsequemly not
paying prevailing wages, according to
Michelen. The suit is still pending.

Despite the recent Suffolk County
indictment, past investigations into the
nurses’ resignation have come down in
their favor.

In April 2006, Sentosa sought a pre-
liminary injunction restraining Vinluan
from advising further Sentosa employees

afford to spend.

tanes 1ather Gum from e
C()!'l’lll)lt‘(l rl'ill osliate lax
system. Muore than likely this will be o
one-time event for Long Iskud but it wiil
not materially change the amount ol aid
e governor correctly requested for New
York City and other urban areas in des-
perte need of state assistance. Even Sen-
ator Sketos, the leader of (e Long [sland
delegation, honestly acknowledged  that
the Spitzer formula would make it dilfi-
calt for Long Island 1o sustain the exira
allocation provided Lhis year.

The changes agreed to this year are just
a small beginning in lixing the pathetic
and dishonest way many elected officials
have acted in meeting their responsibility
to provide a meaningfol education for all
students in a way that shares our comnion
burdens equitably. Much more needs to
be accomplished especially in devising a
fairer way (o tap into the vast resources of
our economy o pay for education,

The sad truth it is that il is not unrea-
sonable ta conclude that in some ways the
budgel is a step backward and more of the
same because the changes were agreed to
in the same old corrupting and business
as usuzl “three men in a room™ political
process rather than a public and healthy
democratic debate involving everyone.

Yes, i is a beginning but it does little
1o repair all the other dysfunctional state
governmental processes that our focal
clected officials have successlully tried to
dispuise as good and responsible govern-
ment. But that is an cntirely different mat-
ter. All one has to do is read the report on
state government by the Brennan Cemter
for Justice at NYU School of Law w con-
firm the sorry state of affairs in Albany.
Leo Montagna

Northport

S1¥ 3DV + AYO0DIY NOIVEE IOVTTIA IHL - £00T T1 WAV

‘



ge afed ‘yong 8ig 005

-31d 0} Jues sa0p 11 pajEdIpUI A[1UDI3I
pieog SIOINSIC] SUOISIH pue syiew
-puBT S,UMO) 9l PIES QUOE] "IN
« uppng yey)
YilM pooM LN PIROd NOA JUTY) UAD
), UOp [,, "PIes ay ‘100[] a4} UO SI Jey)
Fuipping v 2aaresaxd 01 Juem Lo,
-ireda1 puofaq mou s1 sfuipjing
oY) jo suo ‘pres sy ‘iemopded uf
*5110}32
uoneIal Y jrers Afuo jiim s3uipping
oy al1o1sa1 03 Fwihay eyl saafag
QWwoy JAI0) S 03 ¥ang 3y Fuinin
-31 JO 21EI0APE [ED0A B U233q SBY OUym
‘slapuep] W UCHEOSSY JALD sauld
M3l Aeg ) Jo suode] Jed ing
eng 2yl

‘U0 Supom S| UCYILIRYINOS JO UMO)
843 ied Mau B 0} }SaM PaAOU 8 0}
§| siepueld uj xong 319 oyl {(We1)

‘peoy
siapueld uo a31s yied mau ay} je siu|
-pung pajepide)|p ay3 Jo suQ (sroqy)

urnjal 03 AJunod oy Yim uone|sida| uo
Surjiom surdaq 31 210J2q W21 s yong
a1 10} ans 2y Suwredaad uo Sunen
-U2dUO2 S1 UMO) 21 pies Asuesl] I
‘pres oy ‘A1radoid ay) uo spen
Sunyiy aq pinod os[e a19Y ], ‘uoidar 2yl

w Anjsnpur jonp ay1 jJo Aoisly ay) dun
-159]J2] Wnasnw g pue eate uonidadsr e
S 24195 0] 2118 213 Uo sFUIp|Ing PO om)
2101831 0] pUe 311§ PjO 31 01 Yon(] )
winjai o) suejd umol 2y) ples sey Aaue
-9H dyg losiasadng uojdweyinog

IlllllIIIIL

‘uaddey ues
JAOHN 3] 2I0J2q POPI2U S1 S PO SN
01 Jan(J 2y} 13jsueal 03 AJUNod Y s
juswasife ue pue ‘Aluno)) Hlopng
Aq paumo mou Sl J[asU yon(g Iyl
‘umo] uordweinog £q pannboe
sea A[leniuaas pue] jey) pue ‘pauad
-dey 1aa2u judwidojaaocp oY) Ing
‘padojoasp aq
0} ui0g sem 23is JouLI0] S JeY) paiead
-de 11 usym ‘peoy puo] smopjag lesu
‘prROY SISpUR[ UO ISES 124)IE] IS B 0]
L8A1 UT paaowr sem usy) pue *Lgsl Ul
SIDPUE|] O} POAOW Sem ‘0g6] Ul PEDYLd
-Ay U} pareuIduo ey Bulping JLoISIY
pa1a1s18a1 A[euoneu e yong] ANLL
aloid oy
10} 123pnq rendes sy ul Asuowr paed
-0]|& WIAD SBY pUE ‘peOy Siapue] uo
uoneso] Jawio) s 0} ¥Peq yong g
oy Sung oy padpald sey umo) ayj,
-alls 1.y} 01 J2Bq J12511 Yongg 3yY)
Sunq 03 spojj2 Suipjels a1 sIapUElf W
aus yon(g Sig 19wio0y 241 uo sduipjing
UMOP-USYOIQ PO WS 310)531 0) $110]
32 s,umol uoldweyinog eyl paussd
-u03 DIE SJUDPISAL sJIpUR]] IWOS

Sur[ppem
oUIOS §9]Ba.I)
ode) paal Ing

awoy uinjai o} yonqg sSi1g

L00Z ‘0L ABIN » MBINBY-SMBN 3U] « TZ



rience. we siudied things lKe Tramdic
laws and arrest techniques.”

The students also did the Firearms
Training System, or FATS, which is a
simulated exercise in which trainees
must react to situations being shown
on a screen. The screen is interactive
and the situations can be altered by
the instructor. Trainees must decide
whether or not to use force in particu-
lar situations.

“It was absolutely amazing,” said

about joimng tne pouce, pue us 1> a
step in the right direction. And now
he’s going to go out and serve his
country for a few years.”

Mr. Abarno, himself a retired po-
lice officer. said that Anthony Rocco,
the chief of department at the Nas-
sau County Police Department, and
Deputy Chief Mark White of the Suf-
foik County Police Department, were
instrumental in setting up the academy
program for BOCES.

Big Duck...

»From page 22

serve half of that building, and has said
a State Historic Preservation Offices
grant of $16,000 is available for the
effort. The grant is a matching grant,
with the town also paying $16,000.

Mr. Tacone said he believes it will
take more than $32,000 to restore the
building, which is now half collapsed.

“It’s an eyesore,” he said. “That
building is useless. The community is
telling them we don’t want it restored,
and they are not listening.”

He believes the town is concerned
about liability from the dilapidated
buildings.

Mr. Iacone said residents originally
supported the restoration of the build-
ings, but that they were in much better
condition at that time.

Chrissy Prete. a Flanders resident
and former member of the Landmarks
and Historic Districts Board, said ob-
taining grant money may not be a bad

| g SN

T
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Summe¥fime ... 331111:111.
‘Prix Fixe Lobster Cla

thing. She said that by accepting the
grant money, it will enable the town to
obtain additional grants in the future
to fix up the site.

Mike Brewer, the president of the
Flanders, Riverside and Northampton
Community Association, said he would
rather see the town just fence off the
property until the Duck is brought
back.

Charles Bellows, the chairman of
the Landmarks and Historic District
Board, said the Landmarks board’s
efforts to preserve the buildings are
independent of the town's efforts to
bring back the Duck and are not de-
laying that process.

He said that restoring the buildings,
one of which was a duck hatchery,“will
complete the site in terms of showing
the history of the duck industry on
Long Island.”

He said the process takes time but
that it will be worth it in the end, be-
cause this represents one of the last
remaining opportunitiés to preserve
the history of the Long Island duck
industry.
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Soup du Jour ;

Wild Mushroom Strudel
Baby Spinach Salad
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Roasted Leg of Lamb

DESSERTS (Select one)
Sorbet Trio
Icebox Cake
Old English Trifle
Freshly brewed coffee and
fine herbal teas
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The Big Duck on its current nest.

1s in Village

.In February 2006, Dale Bender of East
Quogue filed a suit seeking $1 million in
damages, plus reimbursement for legal
expenses, alleging that he was wrongful-
ly arrested for grand larceny. The charges
filed against Mr. Bender were dismissed
by the village court in December 2005,
Thal casc is still pending.

Ms. Williams's lawsuit is the result of
an arrest made by Village Police officers
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Big Duck will return
to its old nest soon

By Andrew Keshiner

The Big Duck could return 1o its former
home on County Road 24 in Flanders as
carly as this fall, Sulfolk County Exccutive
Steve Levy announced this week.

The estimared timetable indicates that
Southampton Town and Suffolk County
officials are closing in on a final plan toe re-
locate the landnirk, which is listed with
the National Register of Historic Places.
The: county intends 1o move the landmark
from its cuerrent location on Route 24, near
Sears. Belbows County Park on the Flan-
ders-Hampion Bays border, (o its former
address, just notth of Lirehouse Lane on
Route 24 in Planders.

In 1988, the county purchased the Big
Duck and moved it from Flanders—its
second home since it was originally con-
structed on Main Street in Riverhead--to
its current lecation near the county park.

“This duck has been a panl of the East
Fnd identity for decades and we will con-
tinue to maintain it in its glorious condi-
tion, so thal future generations can enjoy
 as well,” Mr, Levy said on Tuesday, *IE all
goes well, we hope that it will be in place
and in its new home in the fall.”

Tracey Bellone, acting Suffolk County
Parks Commissionoer, estimated the Big
Duck holiday lighting in Novenber will
take place at the [uck’s fermer location.

Under the terms of the solidifying deal,
Southampton Town will allow the county,
al no cost, 1o keep the g Duck on the site
for the next 99 years. The county will also
have the oplion of renewing the agree-
ment ance it expires.

The town will maintain the 37.5 acres
of town-owned parkland in Flanders on

which the landmark will be relocared,

while the county will retain ownership of
the Big Duck ancd be responsible for man-
aging its interior. Information on other
tourist destinations on the North and

See NEST, Page A7

:

[‘tl”llll[l(ul

T.

11} lll(“’ll"l




THE SOUTHAMPTON PRESS/JULY 19, 2007

U0

i )
TS OF S0 VAT TS %

Wi

- f|.f|U i]} L h

on Route 24 in Flanders.

DANA SHAW

NEST: Duck Planning for Fall Migration

FROM_PAGE AL

South forks will still be available inside
the structure. I addition, the county will
mony be allowed 1o hold special events at
the site, which Southampton Town Su-
pervisor Parick Leaney believed would
henefit the community.

T is expected 10 fout the bill for
wion costs, which Mr. Hfeaney has
estimated will total less than $10.000,
Uder the terms of the agreement, the
towan willl also cover the cost of any dam-
ages e the Ladnark that occur during
the actual relocation, Mr. EHleaney added
that town officials are also going to be re-
sponsible for removing the existing foun-
dation for the Big Duck antl constructing
the new one, The twown will also assume
the costs for installing wiring and tele-
phone lines at the new location.

Mr. Heaney said this week that attor-
neys e Suffolk County and the town are
now warking together to forge anaccord
that is aceeprable o both parties.

Mhe rebocation of the Big Dack will also

require approvals from several differ-
ent county agencies. According to Ms.
Bellone, an auwthorization of the move
requires approvals from the Suffolk
County Council on Envirenmental Qual-
iity, Suffoik County Park trustees and the
County Legislature,

(n Wednesday morning, the CEQ ap-
proved the joint application filed by the
county and town to move the 77-year-
old landmark back to its former address
on Route 24. The board also heard testi-
mony from Mr. Heaney, Jeff Murphree,
the fown's planning and development
administrator, Marty Shea, the towns
chiel environmental analyst and other
officials working on the project,

CE() Chairman Larry Swanson thanked
the estimated dozen town residents
who auended yesterday's hearing in
ilauppauge with assisting the beard in
reaching a decision. "It helps us in our
assessment to see there is community
support,” he said.

Mr. Heaney called the CLQ's approval
of the relocation “a significant hurdle,”

STABBING: Fight Turns Fatal

FROM PAGE Al

live-in gishriend, 24-year-old Reanna
Goss, told police that the lwoe had been
arguing when Mr. Stoeckert began men-
acing her with o knife,

“What we hive is that she tells oy a
stury aboun Bew (he stabbing occureed,”
waid Det, L Fitepatrick. “She said they
had been having domestic problems,
andd they were in provess of splitting up,
and she said M, Stoeckent picked up a
knife and was in the process of menac-
ing her. There was a struggle .. and then
Mr Stoeckert was stabbed once in the
chese.”

He said that Mr, Stoeckert walked up
the shairs of the basement apartment
and collapsed in the Dackyard, and Ms.
Goss called 911, Mr. Stoeckert, who
lived with Ms. Goss on Prospect dvenue,
wars proneunced dewd at approximate-
Iy 215 . on Wednesday, about an

hour afler being taken to Southampton
Haspital

Podice did not take Ms. Goss inte cus-
tody, and Det. L. Fitzpatrick said he did
ot know if she would face any charges.

[Yet. L. Fitzpatrick said police are un
sure at this time what the two were
arguing about, but he added that Ms
tioss said the couple had filed reports of
five domestic disturbances since April
5. though there was no record of any
violence in the disputes. instead, he
characterized the incidents as verbal al-
tercations.

tn May 16, Mr. Stocckert was arrest-
vd by Southampton Town Police and
charged with petit larceny, a misde-
meanor, for allegedly stealing his girl
friend’s cell phone earlier that day.

“We're going Lo continue the investi-
gation,” said Der. Lt Fitzpatrick. *[Ms.
Goss) gave us number of things that we
wint 10 vheck out.”

noting that other agencies may now be
mofe inclined w sign off on the project.

If the move goes Lhrough as has been
promised, it will go down as another
chapter in the landmark’s rotable his-
toty. The 20-foot-tall duck served as i
roadside stand for duck Farmers Mar-
tin and Juele Maurer from 1930 until
1984. However, in 1937, the lamndinark
was moved about four miles 1o Route 24
in Flanders and resained there wntil the
county purchased the structure and re-
located it to county parklad in 1988,

In August 2001, Southampion Town
bought the 37.5-acre property in Flan
ders—the former longtime home of the
Big Duck—-for $1.65 million. To com-
plete the purchase, town officials used
$850,000 from the 1own's Community
Preservation Fund.

Mr. Heaney said town and county of-
ficials had been discussing moving the
Big Duck. on and off, for the past four
years. But in early February, he and Mr.,
i.evy reached a tentative agreement dur-
ing n private meeting, and Mr. Heaney
said the county executive is iow behind
the proposal.

*We're very happy 10 work with
southampton officials to help move
Long Istancts Big Duck w1t more promi
nent location,” Mr. Eevy said.

As Mr. Heaney spoke about the brew
ing deal. he maintained that the Big
bDuck was a marker of much higger
things in the hamlet, “This is really a de-
fining symbol for the residents of Flan
ders.” he saith, “IL's conteal to their effons
to revitalize their community. 1S an im-
portant symbol of pride. This is about
identity within Flanders as a community.
It speaks deeply 10 community pride.

(n Wednesday, several Flanders vesi-
dems who make the trip to Hauppauge
said they were pleased with the resuits.
Fran lacone, the vice president of the Bay
View Pines Civic Association, thanked
Mr. Heaney for his ¢Iforis to return the
Big Duck to its former home, “lt's our
icon,” he said of the fandmark.

Michael Brewer, president of the Flan-
ders, Riverside and Northampton Com-
munity Associaticd, agreed. "It going o
e the pride of Fhanders,” e said.

‘B .- Q.f'_\l_ =y
Hote, Noils & Beyond|{ | <2
Salon & Day Spa i
y 3 |
Halr St = Viril Care 3
Neaxing » Laclnls 8 Massoge Therfo Sody i w
froaimants » ar Plercing
Mk efe \ppicalivn » Tawaing
. Tteiiv Fxtensioms . ) s S
Hair Dressers & Manicurists
Wanted AMPT(
252 W. Montauk Hwy., Hampton Bays 4
631-728-HAIR (4247) : Hampt

HAENDS OX
 FOR TOWN
Fund-Raising

Wednesd

Top of

363 Dune Road at Shii
4 6-10 pm
. Dancing to live Roc!
. Gourmet hors
,100.00 per person ina
"DONATIONS ARE
S5 ADVANC
i Shop, Mill Rd., West

- Sunwater’s

B
G




__. &2 The News-Review » September 27, 2007

C

rINSIDE————

Business Beat

Business News i 12
Business Profile = 12
Education 16
LegalMNotices __ 42A
Obitvaries __~_ 10
Police Reports __ 20, 21
Real Estate News 19A
Editorials B
Guest Spot 9
Letters 2]
JohnStefans __ 8

(o4] NITY

ArtBeat

Calendar 3A
Classifieds___________ 28A
Communily Columns ____ 16A
Crossword Puzzle 18A
Focus on Nature 10A
Forward Living 15A
Garden Variety ___ 1A
Health gt it R12A,
Maovie Guide _ 6A
Oseno File 9A

Service Directory ______ 37A
Weddings & Engagements 7A

Auto Dealer Directory __

News-Raview pholo by 1
The BIg Duck will be moved west on Route 24 to its new home in Flanders next to the Flanders Men's Club.
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The band referred to as East End
Freight on lhe A cover is actually
Eastoound Freight.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Thursday, September 27

7:15 p.m — Riverhead Town Zoning
Board ol Appeals, Town Hall

Tuesday, October 2

7 p.m..-Riverhead Town Board
Town Hall.

Wedneaday, Oclober 3

7.30 p.m.—Jamesport Fire District

Thursday, October 4

7 p.m.—Riverhead Charter School
Board, administration building

7 pm.—Riverhead Town Planning
Board, Town Hall

Icon will waddle back to its former home

By Tim Gannon

The Big Duck is ready to make a
midnight waddle to its new home. and
even jumped the gun once.

Southampton Town officials had n-
dicated last week that the Big Duck
would make the move back to its for-
mer nesting place this Salurday. but lag-
er senl out a correction saying the move
would take place on Saturday, Oct. 6.

Back in January 1988, the same thing
occurred in reverse when the Big Duck
was moved from the former Martin
Maurer shop on the north side of Flan-
ders Road to its current location farther

east, in front of the county’s Sears Bel-
lows Park horse stables. Davis Brothers,
the company that moved the Duck in
1988, will move the Duck again, and is
donating its services, according to town
officials.

One big change is that this time, the
Duck will make his move under cover
of darkness. Flanders Road will be
closed to traffic from 11 p.m. on Friday,
Ocl. 5,10 6 a.m. on Oct. 6. The closure
will stretch frem Flanders Road’s in-
tersection with Sunrise Highway all
the way to its intersection with County
Road 105. A celebration is scheduled to
begin at the new Big Duck location at |

p-m. Saturday.

The 1988 Duck moving was done in
broad daylight, and had the fecl of a pa-
rade, with people [ollowing along as the
Duck moved down the road.

Deputy supervisor Robert Ross said
the Duck is being moved at night for
safety reasons at the recommendation
of the police department. He said that
since 1988, the road has been redone
and is higher now, and that there arc a
number of utility poles that will have
to come down in order for the Duck te
pass through.

See BIg Duck, page 39
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5 arrests in beating death

By Tim Gannon

Five men have been arrested in connection with the
October 2006 beating death of a Hispanic man in Riv
erhead, according to Suffolk County Police. Kenneth

Hughes, 19, of Deck Street in Flanders, Jared Hysell, 21,

of Flanders Road in Flanders, Eric Montez, 28, of Nash
Avenue in Flanders and Kristan Miles, 19, of Washington
Drive in Mastic Beach all were charged last Wednesday
with first-degree gang assault in the death of 35-year-old
Jaime Figueroa, who lived on Sylvan Street in Flanders,

A fifth suspect, Lawrence Brown, 33, of Port Char-
lotte, Fla., was arrested on a warrant in Florida Monday
in connection with the case, and he will be arraigned to-
day, after presstime, during which time the charges will
be made public, according to police. The warrant was is-
sued by Suffolk County Court, police said.

Mr. Figueroa’s body was found in a wooded lot be-
tween Union Avenue and Maple Avenue on the morn
ing of Oct. 4, 2006, At the time, police said his death was
caused by blunt force trauma.

Detective Lt. Jack Fitzpatrick of the Suffolk County
Homicide Squad said Mr. Figueroa is now believed 10
have been beaten to death the previous night over a
drug deal.

“Mr. Figueroa had gone there to buy crack from the
suspects and did,” Lt. Fitzpatrick said. “Then when he
came back later, it made them suspicious that he might
be a police informant. He was then kicked in the head
and torso until he was unconscious and then they
dragged him to a ditch and left him to die.”

Lt. Fitzpatrick would not reveal specifically what led

See Beating. page 33
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Councilwoman Barbara Blass. a Re-
publican who had voted for Riverhead
Resorts over a proposal from RexCorp.
which included a racetrack, expressed
displeasure with Mr. Stark’s remarks.

"My decisions are never politically
motivated. His comments obviously
are” Ms. Blass told The News-Review.
“My decisions are alwaﬁ motivated by
what's good for the town and I resent
when people suggest otherwise.”

Ms. Blass, who is not upfor re-election
this year, said she and her colleagues
had carefully reviewed every aspect
of each proposal. “It was our opinion
that the proposal by Riverhead Resorts
better fit the vision for what this Town
Board believes is appropriate for the
EPCAL site,” she said.

Councilman John Dunleavy. a Re-
publican who had also voted for River
head Resorts, told the paper. “It's easy
to second guess, but if you haven't been
in on the complete discussions, you
don’t know all the factors we consid-
ered. | voted for Riverhead Resorts be-
cause il's what is best for the total town
of Riverhead.”

The project, which includes plans
to construct a 350-foot-high enclosed
ski mountain and a 92-acre man-made
lake. won out over a proposal for a
theme park from RexCorp and its
partner, Petrocelli Construction. Only
Councilman Ed Densieski favored
RexCorp and voted against Riverhead
Resorts. At Tuesday's press conference,
M. Stark, to the applause of supporters
in the audience, praised Mr. Densieski,
who was the only Republican on the
Town Board to attend.

Mr. Stark saved his sharpest barbs for
his Democratic opponent in Noverm-
her's election, lwo-term Supervisor Phil
Cardinale, who is seeking a third term.

“Now it is election lime, or is it Christ-
mas lime from Santa Cardinale with his
wild promises again?" Mr. Stark asked.
“After having wasted almost four years
and thousands of hours an proposals
that never wenl anywhere, we have a
desperate attemnpt 1o show movement
a few weeks before the election in the
form of a vote for a project that will go
nowhere.”

Growing more caustic, he said, “The
good news is that the state of South Da-
kota has Mount Rushmore and River-
head will have Mount Cardinale. Praise
the lord and pass the ammunition. The
people of Riverhead are going 10 war
over this second debacle in the town
under Phil's leadership.” He described
the first debacle as the cost overruns at
the Youngs Avenue landfill reclamation
project, the subject of Mr. Stark’s first
campaign press conference last week.

“Time to fool the voters again,” said
Mr. Stark, 70, who served as supervisor
in 1996 and 1997.“Last time it was "on
time and under budget' for the landfill
project. We all know how that worked
owt. More than $46 million spent and
the Tandfill is still there!”

Mr. Stark said that the Riverhead
Resorts project was doomed to fail for
a number of reasons, including the fact
that to build a 350-foot-high mountain,
the developers “would need a variance
to the tune of 75 percent relief” over
what town zoning allows.

He also said that a 92-acre man-made
lake would “endanger our water sup-
ply” ar become, perhaps, “just another

sand mine operation is disguise.” 1n ad-

. Stark pans vote...

dition, he said, the FAA would never
permit the moving of its air traffic con-
trol beacon, located just to the north
of the proposed mountain. The beacon
signal would be disrupted and become
an immediate hazard to all commer-
cial flights on the east coast should the
mountain be built, he said. That alone,
he said, would ensure that the case
would be tied up in the courts for years.

“My phone has been ringing off the
hook,” Mr. Stark said. “People are
viably upset with the way the Town
Board voted. They're looking for tax
relief, and RexCorp is the one that
could have delivered it the quickest.
‘The bottom line is, we're not getling a
snow mountain. Riverhead is getting a
Cardinale snow job.”

Big Duck...

»From page 2

“We wanted it in the daytime, but it
was just not going to work,” Mr. Ross
sad. Flanders residents apparently are
happy either way.

“1t’s finally coming home,” said Flan-
ders resident Carl lacone, who has been
a vocal supporter of bringing the Duck
back 1o its former location. “For five
years, we've been pushing for this.”

Mike Brewer. president of the Flan-
ders, Riverside and Northampton Com-
munity Association, said his organiza-
tion is hoping to have an annual carni-
val and parade culminating at the Big
Duck sile next summer.

In 1987, the Big Duck’s old site —
which will soon be its new site — was
bemg planned for development, and the
Big Duck was donated to Suffolk Coun-
ty by the landowners at the time, Kia and
Pouran Eshgi, but had to be moved to a
different site.

But the development never occurred,
and Southampton Town acquircd the
sile as parkland about seven years ago.

In 2001, Southampton Supervisor
Skip Heaney, then a councilman who
had just been clected supervisor, an-
nounced at a FRANCA meeting that
he was including money in the town
capital budgel to bring the Big Duck
back to its prior site. However, since the
deal that turned ownership of the Big
Duck over to the county required that
it be on county land and on Route 24,
agreements needed to be worked out
between the town and county before
the move could take place.

The Big Duck was built in 1931 by
Mr. Maurer, a German immigrant who
had a duck farm in Riverhead Town and
used the Big Duck as a store, according
10 a history supplied by Kornelia Kurb-
juhn, a member of Southampton Town's
landmarks board.

Mr. Mauer later bought land in Flan-
ders and moved the Big Duck there in
1936. at the location it will return (o on
Oct. 6. From 1936 Lo 1988, the Big Duck
stood at that location, surviving both
the 1938 Hurricane and World War I1.
during which Ms. Kurbjuhn says it was
blackened so it wouldn't be visible to
overhead planes. it also was hit by a car
in 1973, but sustained only $140 worth
of damage, Ms. Kurbjuhn said.

And, in case you were wondering,
Ms. Kurbjuhn even included a tale of
the tape. The Big Duck is 15 fect tall, 10
feet wide, 20 feel long and weighs eight
tons.
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& LOUNGE

APPETIZERS CHOOSE ONE

Autumn Farm Stand Vegetable Soup & Baked Clams
Steamed Mussels § North Fork Harvest Salad
ENTREES CHOOSE ONE

Sliced Loin of Pork & Cedar Plank Cod

Roasted Chicken Breast & Classic Sauerbraten

DESSERTS cHOOSE ONE
Apple Strudel a la Mode & Deep Chocolate Soufflé
Old-Fashioned Bread Pudding & Traditional Pecan Pie

$13.95* rp
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. *» Monday - Saturday

Not available for groups over 10 ‘g",%’;r;;
* NYS Sales Tox and Gratuity not included SPEQ“QA LS
Located Open 7 Days for
inside the M Breakiast, Lunch
beautiful and Dinner

CATERERS-INN-S5PA
CONFERENCE CENTER

Aways Casuol Attire & Open to the Public

PRIX FIXE
DINNER

EARLY BIRD
DINNER
SPECIALS SPECIALS

% 9:30.0.m.
5797995 i 21 : s 00
22 PP K il A 51.\-Luu|~'.1:1 3 B
bl S
ANl Mealt Plus Tax & Groluity

Restaurant Information 5720 Route 25A,
631-846-2335 Wading River
www.EastWindLenglsland.com
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WiLLmorrs & Wuy Norts

David J. Willmott Sr.,Editor & Publisher

overnor Eliot Spitzer has
ordered his commissioner of
motor vehicles to issue driver’s
licenses to illegal immigra=ts. Spitzer
claims that these illegals are driving
illegally without licenses because the
state will not issue licenses without
proper credentials. Spitzer maintains
that these licenses will generate fees
that the state needs, and said the ille-
gals will have to obtain car insurance,
which will cut down on the cost of
uninsured motorist charges on insur-
ance policies. -
This past spring, New York State
Senator John Flanagan proposed leg-

Licenses For lllegals

islation banning the Department of
Motor Vehicles from issuing drivers’
licenses to illegals. He had the fore-
sight to anticipate Spitzer's actions.
The measure passed overwhelmingly
in the Senate, but has not seen the
light of day in the Assembly, which is
heavily controlled by the Democrats.
If you are offended by the governor's
action, call your Assembly representa-
tive and tell him or her to bring this
bill out of committee for a vote.
Residents across New York State
are outraged. They see giving these
illegals official state recognition and
state-issued identification as wrong,

particularly with today’s concerns
about homeland security. A driver's
license, which is a photo identifica-
tion, can be used by these iliegals to
fly. It gives them legitimacy.

We were not surprised by Gover-
nor Spitzer’s actions, as he is a liberal
who kowtows to the minorities at the
expense of the majority. If illegal
immigrants want to drive in New York
and be licensed, they can secure a dri-
ver’s license in their country of ori-
gin. This license can then be convert-
ed to an internatiomal driver's
license. They don't need New York
State driver's licenses. A license is a

e

privilege, not a right.

Where does Spitzer get off granti-
ng privileges to illegals? Will the ille-
gal applicants have to prove they can
drive and pass a road and written
test? Will the test be printed in Eng-
lish, and not in Spanish? If the appli-
cants are allowed to take the test in
Spanish because they cannot read
English, how will they be able to read
road signs and other directives?

Spitzer may be kowtowing to the
Hispanic vote, but it will cost him far
more because the average citizen
throughout New York is outraged.

And why not?

Riverhead Resort: A Reality Or Just A Pipe Dream?

ly had a conversation with River-

head Town Superwisor Phil Cardi-
nale, Cardinale waxed elegantly about
the proposed Riverhead Resort for
Riverhead Town.

The proposal, according to Cardi-
nale, will give Riverhead $155 million
in needed funds through the sale of the
EPCAL property. There will be enough
money to pay off the honded indebted-
ness of the town and still have money
left over. When the property is built
out, tax contributions will provide the
funding for one-third of the town's bud-
get. Cardinale sees huge benefits when
the tourisls bring their dollars, helping
the entire towr.

When we started to press for details,
Cardinale became vague, He acknowl-
edged that the 35-story ski mountain
may never be built. He didn't seem con-
cerned that the mountain might inter-
fere with aviation, nor was he concerned
that a runway buiit to handle massive
jets would have to be destroyed.

We reminded Cardinale that histo-
ry will help us if we lcarn from it. A
prior town board authorized the cre-
ation of an artificial lake on the EPCAL
property. The lake was to be utilized by
surfers. The hole was dug. The dirt was

Suﬁolk Life’s editorial board recent-

QuEsTioN. OF
THE WEEK |

Should illegal immigrants
be able to obtain New York
State drivers’ Heenses?

Let us know what you think at;

www.suffolklife.com
Shoyld: the state take over
the job of hiring teachers?
62.5% sald “Yes”
87.5% sald “No”

carted off. The operators abandoned
the project. The developer had never
been required to post a performance
bond, and the town got taken.

Riverhead Resorts is an extremely
ambitious project. To ensure that it is
completed, the town has a fiduciary
responsibility to require that the
investors post a performance bond,
requiring that each phase of the project
be completed on time,

The former Grumman site, called

EPCAL, was given to the town of River-
head for $1. It was a golden goose that
could have provided a steady stream of
income for the town. The town sold the
core of the Calverton property for
$17,000,000. The property contained
nearly 500 acres and 1,100,000 square
feet of very well-constructed buildings.
At the time, many charged that the town
did not sell the parcel but gave it away.
Since then, there have been
numerous proposals for utilization of

the property. The town has waffled and
been indecisive. The Riverhead Resort
plan is intriguing, but the town must
ensure that it is more than an idea; it
must secure performance bonds that
the investors can’t walk away from.

On one hand, we congratulate Car-
dinale for making the decision, but on
the other hand, we caution him that he
needs solid guarantees that the propos-
al will become a reality.

And why not?

Big Duck Flying The Coop

n Friday night, October 5, the
world famous Big Duck will fly
the coop from the nest it now
occupies on Flanders Road in Hampton
Bays back to its second home near
Reeves Bay.
The Big Duck was origwally built as
a store in Riverhead. The duck was
moved to Flanders in the late ‘40s,
where it was again operated as a poul-
try store. Behind the Big Duck’s nest
was a working duck farm, The tovm has
saved one of the duck buildings and
plans to recreate a duck farm as a
tourist attraction.
Back in the early "60s, we were at

the bar in the Elbow Room in James-
port. Also at the bar was a group of fly
boys from the Air Force base. They were
having a conversation about taking onc
of the Huey's from the airbase and
using it to snatch the Big Duck from its
nest and place it on Iron Point, which is
at the mouth of the Peconic River and
the Peconic Bay across from the Indian
Island Golf Course.

The fly boys planned the heist in
the middle of the night and by morning
people would be startled to find that
the Big Duck had migrated north
When the effects of the beer wore off,
the fly boys decided that although it

was a great prank, they would get into a
lot of trouble and abandoned the idea.

We are glad to sec the Big Duck is
coming home. To the people of Flan-
ders, the Big Duck has been a symbol
of pride.

Thinking about this editorial the
thought crossed our mind that the Big
Duck does not have a name. We wel-
come suggestions from our readers for
appropriate names for this symbol of
Long Island. Email us at newsi@suf-
folklife.com or send us a snail mail
with your suggestions. We will publish
the best ones.

And why not?

it's Only In Suffolk Lifa: For the latest in news about your community and your government, turn to the newspaper

that gives you a voice. It's only in Suffolk Life, and it's always in Suffolk Life. Subscribe to Suffotk Life. Subscribe today!
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Mout the Big Duck |

i
ilo
g
eit
res
ol-
329

he
Yas

inspired by roadside structures hie ob-
served there,

+The Big Duck is actually modeled after
a live Pekin duck that was tethered 10
the deck of Jack, Bill and James Joseph
Collins. The Collins brothers, who had
previously worked as set designers on
Broadway, dw;,ned the structure

+ The Big Duck is 15 feet tall. 10 feet wide,
20 feet long, and weighs approximately
16,500 pounds. The duck features a wood-
en frame that is covered with wire mesh,
‘The exterior of the duck is concrete.

+Mr. Maurer obtained a patent for his
duck on August 17, 1931. Originally
designed to market items sold at Mr.
Maurer’s duck farm, the siructure’s ar-
chitecture was later labeled as “duck
architecture,” a tern that’s still used to
describe any structure designed 10 re-
semble the shape of a product it is mar-
keling. (For example, a cuffee house
shaped like a coffee pot.}

+The landmark’s first nest was on Main
Street in Riverhead, where it was located
for about five years.

+The Big Nuck was moved to The Big
Duck Ranch, located on the north side
of Flanders Road, in 1936.

¢ The eyes of the Big Duck. which glow
red at night, are actually the taillights of
a4 Model T Ford, according to the website
www.RoadsideAmerica.com.

¢ During World War I3, the white land-
mark was blackened 1o make the struc-
Lure less visible to enemy airplanes.

¢ Mr. Maurer sold his farmiand in Flan-
ders—and the Big Duck—in 1952 to
leanard Desson. Though he did not op-
erate a farm, Mr. Desson continued to
sell duck meat, duck manure and other
products from inside the structure until
1970, when he sold the jand to Mario
and Jean Cotombo,

*A car struck the Big Duck in 1973, ac-
cording to 1own records. The structure
sustained $140 warth of damage in the
accident.

« Mario and Jean Colombo continued (o
sell duck protlucts at the stand until they
leased the Big Duck to James Navas a few
years later. Mr. Navas operated a hero
shop inside the lundmark from 1972
until 1986, when it was sold to Kia and
Pouran Eshgi.

¢ The Big Duck was donated to Suffolk
County in 1986.

«Suffolk County spent $30,000 1o re-
store the structure in 1987 before hiring
a company ta move the Big Duck the fol-
lowing year to its current nest, near the
entrance to Sears Bellows County Park,
+In 1947, the Big Duck was added to the
National Regisier of Historic Flaces, des-
ignating it as an official historic land-
mark.

¢ Today, the interior of the Big Duck
serves as & gift shop and museun, fea-
turing literature that describes the East
End’s history as one of the former lead-
ing duck producing regions in the Unit-
ed States,
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The Big Duck on the move In 1988,

THE SOUTHAMPTON PRESS/OCTOBER 4, 2007

PRESS FILE PHOTOS

LANDMARK: Big Duck
Wlll Take Flight Friday

preserve it, the Big Duck's path home
has been paved by Suffolk County and
Southampton Town, The agreement
came 10 fruition after years of requests
from the Flanders community and nego
tiations between the town and county,

The Big Duck will be moved about
thtee miles north on Flanders Road 10
the site of the original duck farm, The Big
Duck Ranch, where eggs, duck meat and
duck manure were once sold. A dedica
tion ceremony will be held at the famous
fowl’s new old nest on Saturday. October
6, starting at 1 p.m.

The historic relocation, set to begin at
11 p.m. tomerrow, is expected lo take
about three hours to complete. The Big
Duck must be lifted off of its foundation
and set on stee] beams that will be placed
atop of setf-propelled doliies that will
guide the landmark to its new home.

"This will be quite the undertaking,”
said Robert Ross, the deputy supervisor
of Southampton Town. “I've done a lot
of crazy things since I've been here, and
this is definitely the crazies..”

Though he will not give the Big Duck
any special treatment-—he says all of his
clients receive special treatment—Mr.
Davis said he feels special for being en-
trusted to make the move. Mr. Davis,
who says he helped move the landmark
in 1988 when he was with Davis Brothers
Engineering Corporation, before later
starting his own business, is confidant
that he has the experience 1o handle
the job.

Mr. Davls explained that his work-
ers have spent the last few days
preparing equipment for the big move,
including tapping a new technology:
self-propelled dollies. He noted that the
devices have only been used a handful of

times in the past.

He explained that his company will
first use hydraulic jacks (o raise (he
16,500-pound landimark and place sieel
beams wnderneath the structure, which
will create a kind of crade. The Big Duck
will then be moved using the sclf-pro-
pelled dollies, which can be direcwed via
remole control.

And that kind of precise control is just
what is called for in this situation, ac
cording to Mr. Davis.

“This is something new (o the indus-
1ry.” he said abowt the dollics, "We're one
of four movers in the country that has
this wehnology. It's a lot of fun, and it
makes it a lot safer to use this systenm.

“The duck is very fragile,” he contin-
ued. “It's almaost like moving a litle cgg
You can't rwist it or twoak it in any way,
or it will develop cracks. There are a few
cracks already, so you want to be as care-
ful as possible by puwing the duck on hy
dralic dollics. L eliminates any siross,”

Utilizing remote controls enables the
workers (o make more precise move- |
ments when they need to slow down 1o
allew utility companies to lower over-
head wires and ensure that the 20
foot-tall duck will be able 1w waddle
underneath them

Up uiil very recently, he explained,
buildings were moved using hydrau
lic jacks and loading the structures
onto trucks, which had w be manu
ally stopped and started by a driver
The somewhat jerky motion of the truck
made it a little more difficult 10 move
delicate structures.

On Saturday morning, the historic
structure will be placed on o permanci
foundation, marking the end of its long
awaited trip back home for residems
who have fought hard to reclaim their
fainous feathered friend.

.
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Gettmg ready for

BY MITCHELL FREEDMAN
mitchell freedman@newsday.com

Guy Davis’ house-moving
firm has moved bigger struc-
tures, older structures and heavi-
er structures — over both land
and the Great South Bay. But in
the famous and locally beloved
Big Duck, Davis faces a rare lift.

“It's fragile,” Davis said yes-
terday as he twisted kmnobs to
adjust hydraulic pressure in the
lines under the Big Duck. “It
could crack like an egg.” .

The Big Duck, you see, may
weigh 20,000 pounds and rise
15 feet high, but the structure
mainly is wire mesh with a
sprayed-on layer of concrete,
Tonight about 10:30, Davis and
his workers will undertake to
move the landmarked icon
from Sears Bellows County
Park, its home since 1988, to its
prior nesting place in Flanders
four miles away.

If anyone has the experience
to move the Big Duck, it’s
Davis. He was foreman of the
crew that brought it to its cur-
rent Jocation 19 years ago.

Then, the move was simpler.

The Big Duck was lifted onto
a flatbed trailer and driven four
miles along Route 24 with a
state police escort. Men hold-
ing big poles rode along, using
the poles to lift electrical wires
overhead so the duck's head
passed safely underneath.

Now there are a lot more
lines — electric and cable and
fiber-optic. Police will close
Route 24 from about 10:30 to-

t to about 6 aum. tomorrow.
Officers from the Sowthampton
‘Town police department, state
police and Suffolk County Park
Police will be involved alo
with utility crews and s
from the Southampton Town
engineering department.

Three men in Davis’ crew will
move the Big Duck, which will
be cradled in a nest of steel
beams and moved down theroad
by remote-control-operated, self-
propelled hydraulic dollies.

The Big Duck will swim to its

il
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new roost

new home, sort of, on a cushion
of oil, which will reduce the
chance of it cracking or twisting.

The product of farmer George
Reeve and his brothers, William
and Samuel Collins, who were
professional * set designers, it
dates back to 1931 From the
duck’s original roost on West
Main Street in Riverhead, it was
moved to Route 24 in Flanders
— to a location overlooking
Flanders Bay — in 1936, and re-
mained there until 1988. -

But then, that property had
been sold and the new owner
wanted to build houses there,
so the duck was donated to the
county and moved to its cut-
rent county park home.

The proposed houses never
were built, and Southampton
Town eventually acquired the
property, demolished some de-
caying buildings and prepared
part of the land to bring their
Big Duck back home to the
spot overlooking Flanders Bay.

Workers for Guy Davis' house-moving firm work to Iift the
Big Duck off its foundation in preparation for its move
tonight back to its former location in Flanders.

Another nest

The Big Duck is to be maved from the Hampton Bays-Flanders
border tonight to Flanders proper. Verizon will temporarily
lower cables in 10 spots along the four-mile route.

HEWSDAY / FECHARD CORNETT
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Please Join

SuffolR County Executive Steve Levy

and

Southampton Town Supervisor Patrick A. Heaney

(Next to the Flanders Mens Club)

Information:
(631) 283-6055
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EDITORIALS

Gold Stars and Dunce Caps

\l#  To both Southampton Hospital and Peconic Bay Medical

Center in Riverhead, for weathering a storm that has

swamped other health care providers. Their situations are
quite different: Peconic Bay is continuing with ‘a forward-thinking
expansion that is an investment in the future, while Southampton
is still climbing out of the fiscal quicksand. But both have visionary
leadership that prepares them well for the next phase, which will be
working together for the good of all East End patients. For health
care providers here, the present is a challenge, but the future looks

.. well, it looks like there is a future, which might be all that local
residents can hope for.

To the Southampton School District, for proving to its students
that the grass isn't always greener. The delays in the project to
install a new state-of-the-art artificial turf field have been blamed
on the contractor, the LandTek Group, but the school district has to
take the ultimate responsibility for failing to deliver, and for failing
to develop a contingency plan in advance. Credit the kids for grin-
ning and bearing the necessity of playing home games, including a
homecoming football game, on a patchy practice field.

\J7  To Southampton Town and Suffolk County, for the forced

migration of the Big Duck. When Supervisor Patrick Heaney

first suggested the move a few years ago, it seemed like a

pipe dream. But the move got done, and it was a welcome boost for

Flanders, a community that can use it. Let's see what happens now:

If the Duck’s site is properly developed as a roadside attraction, it'll
be gold stars all around. If not, paint a frown on the Duck.

To Southampton Town and Suffolk County officials, for the

11-day lag between the “cops and cones” and the expanded

Long Island Rail Road service. Look, there have been plenty
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Duck Hist{ y

Originally located on West Main

8 Street in Riverhead, The Big Duck
¢ was relocated in 1936 to Route 24
-
£ in Flanders. In 1987, the Duck,
- $ in the path of a new housing
\._..v.\_w = development, was donated to

Suffolk County and moved to its current location at the entrance to
Sears Bellows County Park.

The Big Duck has become one of the most famous examples of roadside
architecture. Architects use the term “duck” 1o describe buildings thai are
shaped like the product sold inside them. As with other architectural
“ducks? the Big Duck itself is signage — a colossal, three-dimensional,
representational advertisement.

The Big Duck Measures:

Duck Move 2007

* 30 feet from beak to tail

A lot has changed since the last time the Duck was moved. Now with
the use of new technology. moving massive structures (and ducks) is
safer and faster than ever. Davis Construction will use self propelled
remote controlled hydraulic dollies 10 help evenly distribute the weight
of the Duck while it travels over uneven ground. These advanced dollies
will allow the Duck 1o “[loat” on oil which prevents cracking and 1wisting.
The Duck will move at walking speed. Davis Construction is one of only
four structural movers in the country with this equipment.

* 15 feet from wing to wing

* 20 feet from its base to
the top of its head

Davis Construction has been involved in many large historic preservation
projects and welcomes the opportunity 1o work with other preservationists.
Guy Davis has donated the relocation services for the Big Duck move
because he believes in preserving history for [uture generations.
Structural moving is the oldest and largest form of recycling and it
helps reduce space in landfills.

Built in 1931 by George Reeve and
set designers, brothers William and
Samuel Collins.

Originally conceived and owned by duck

farmers Martin and Jeule Maurer. “Preservation is especially important on the East End of Long Island

becatise there are so many historically
significant structures in good condition.
The Big Duck has left its mark on the
world of architecture and remains a
proud landmark for all Long Islanders.”
— Guy Davis

1987

Constructed of a wooden frame, covered
by wire mesh and cement with two Model T
taillights for eyes that glow red at night.

Guy Pavis, Duck Move,
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Big Duck’s New Nest
Remains Pile of Twigs

By Brian Eossetta

Conceptual plans for the Big Duck
Park in Flanders—aimed at injecting
new life into the community—were pre-
sented to members of the Southampton
Town Board at its work session on Fri-
day, February 29.

‘Tim Rumph of Araiys Design, a land-
scaping and architectural firm in
Southampton, who has been working
under contract with the town for the
last twao years, unveiled his vision for.
the park, which he said will be the focal
point of Flanders. Though no_official
time line or budget has heen given for
the project, Mr. Rumph said the park
could be a five- to seven-year endeavor
costing In the neighborhood of $5 to $7
million.

The Big Duck was returned to its origi-
nal location on Route 24 in Fianders last
Cctober as part of a communiry revital-
izatlon effort. The proposed park will
encompass an estimated 37-acre tract
of land along Route 24 purchased by the
town in 2001.

Before moving forward with any clear-
ing or construction work on the project,
the Town Board must commission an
archeological study because the site has
been flagged by the state as one of “ar-
cheological significance,” according to
‘Town Supervisor Linda Kabot.

“Just like we require the private sec-
tor to conform to the rules of the state
regarding archeological and environ-
mental sensitivity, we as a board have
to comply with those same rules.” Ms.
Kabot said.

The study is mandated by the state to
ensure that no sensitive artifacts, partic-
ularly Native American remains, are dis-
turbed during the construction phase.
Segmented archeological studies were
completed prior to the duck’s return,
but only in the immediate area sur
rounding the landmark.

With its long migration ending last
October—having spent the last 20 years
nesting down the road in Hampton
Bays—the Long Island landmark, which
is listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places, now sits in a muddy field

surrounded by dilapidated barns and |
structures that were part of the working |

duck farm of Martin Maurer who built
the landmark duck in 1931,

The primary stated goal in Mr. Rumph’s |

proposal is to “improve the site aesthet-

ics along Route 24.” Mr. Rumph's ideas |

jnclude the renovation of those struc-
tures and the planting of community
gardens and a wildflower patch. Plans
also call for rest ruoms, a visitors’ cen
ter and possible venues for community
events such as carnivals and concerts.
Accoriting to Town Planning and De-
velopment Adminisciatst fefferian Mure
phree, the twn is working 1o salvage

what it can from the existing buildings
on the site, but said most are in disrepair
and pose safety concerns and would
likely have to be torn down, Mr. Mur-
phree said that the any new structures
would replicate the old ones.

The ambitious design also envisions
waterfront access 10 Reeves Bay in onder
to enhance recreational opportunities
for canoeing, kayaking, and hiking. Mr.
Rumph sald he would also like to see a
learning center as well as outdoor class-
rooms at the park to educate the public
on the area’s cultural significance and 1o
provide awareness of its habitat, wildlife
and environment.

According to Mr. Rumph, the presence
of invasion species such as phragmites,
plants which grow and take over indig-
encus flora, have a negative impact on
the site’s diversity of habitat and wild-
life.

“These seeds are elther blown by the
wind are dropped by passing birds,” Mr.
Rumph said. “These plants take over
and destroy a Tot of the vegetation that
the local wildlife thrives on.” He added
that management of the area would be
required to prevent these species from
returning.

“The Big Duck is not only a town land-
matk,” Ms. Kabot said, "but a state and
national treasure and this park is going
to center on the themes of heritage,
farming and education.”

Ms. Kabot peinted out that there are
multiple jurisdictional issues relating to
the Big Duck and that much red tape has

Site plans for Blg Duck Park In Flanders were presented at the Southampton

Town Board work session on Friday.

to be waded through before the plans
come to fruition. The town owns the
property, but the duck itself is owned by
Suffolk County, and the state’s Depart-
ment of Enviconmental Conservation
holds jurisdiction over development on
the land due to the wetlands and habitat
present on the property.

Residents of the Flanders community
present at the meeting said they were
happy with the plans for the park but
did not want to have to wait for the
beautification of the area to begin.

Carl Iacone, a Flanders resident and
president of the Bayview Pines Citi-
zen Advisory Committee, sald the park
would be a “big boost” but didn’t want
to wait until the project’s completion 10
see tesults.

“We need to spruce it up before sum-
mertime,” said Carl lacone, a Flanders
resident and president of the Bayview
Pines Citizen Advisory Committee. "A
lot of visitors will be passing by in the
summer and we need to have it look-
ing better.”
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R | Ranch,
Duck
on list

By Tim Gannon o
The Big Duck is already hsted on both
the state and nitional registers of historic
paces. Now, the Big Duck Ranch 1= ex
pected 1o make the state register i well
Whats the Big Duck Ranch? 1 the
1.3 acres surrounding the Big Duck at
s new (nd old) site on Flanders Road
The New York State Board of Historic
Preservation recommended Big Duck
Ranch and 32 other sites for inclusion
in the registry Jast month, The state
commisstoner of parks. recreation and
historic places is expected 1o formally
approve the site’s official listing soon.
according Lo spokesman Dan Keele

The Big Duck was built in 1931 and
W originally was located on Main Street
NAMED “AMERICA'S BEST-MANAGED BANK OF 2007 BY FORBES in Riverhcad untl it was moved in 1936

o the Flanders Road site where it now
sits, In L9BR. 11 headed east 1o a loca-
tion in front of the now-closed Sears-
Bellows stables. where it remained
until fast vear, when it returned 1o its
previous Flanders Road hom.

That site. which was purchased by
Southampton Town several years ago.
consists of 37 acres that stretch all the
way back to Reeves Bay. but only the
11.3 acres surrounding the Duck have
been named 10 the historic register

A nonprolit  group called  the
Fricnds of the Big Duck has been
formed 1o plan uses for the land. with
ideas such as concerts, carnivals and
other events being mentioned.

In addion to the Duck, three other
structures — a duck brooding facility.
a Vicionan barn and a small stucco
building — remain on the properiv
from its davs as a dick farm, The own
has said it’s trying 10 restore these
buildings for use in establishing some
sorl of museum or cducational facility
related Lo the istory of duck farming,

Residents say inclusion on the reg-
isler is an important step in protect.
ing those buildings.

“We arc urging the town to use
available funds Lo start repairs as soon
as possible.” said Chris Sheldon, newly
elecled president of Friends of the Big
BDuck. In December 2006, the Preser
vation League of New York State had
awarded a matching grant of $30.000
for their restoration, he said.

Mt. Keefe said tnclusion the reg-
ister also makes it casier (o obtain
fedcral rehabilitation tax credits or
grants for restoration.

The town's application 10 gel Big

3 o o o v
Duck Ranch on the historic places

*Anisi Patcartage Yiek] (APY) avalable wa of 711608 CD Mininam beiance $500. SubETUM PeraRbes fox sarly wifrrwel, Money kiwhet misknum opening deposh 316,000 register was prepared by Zachary

Balencs Sers anc varisbis basios! s arv: $10 - 324,905 « | S0% APY: £24.000 and up 2 3 50% APY. Vartaldy /e aoroun. intermsl compounded daly st Daid Moty Feders! Studenroth, an architectural preser-
lm\mmmmwmﬂ—mmmsIOMMmuﬂvmuimﬂ:dm?mwwsc-:umv : " | L p eSCT:

deposiad sama. High Yelue minkmum Gepost $10.000, Basitos bers are 310 - $0.909 o 2 00% APY: $10.000 and up = Ay loe on belences i

i 310,000, ieoert s sto 1 e et e Foas may aflact samngs. INGUIE ABOUT OTHER INVESTMENT PLANS. vation consultant and director of the

Sag Harbor Whaling Museum.

M L

The Big Duck Ranch, made up of 11 acres surrounding the Big Duck, has been nominated for 'Ine.luslon
register of historic places, an honor already attained by the Duck itself.

Mr. Keefe said inclusion on the

MORTG Ré&'gg_“g :g}: g;ﬂ State Register of Historic Places nor-
ASDUTHOI.D (631) 765-2019 l I DSON IT Y mally means incluston on the national

SOUTHAMPTON (631} 2876119 register as well. Mr, Studenroth said

HAMPTON BAYS (631} 728-3597 S AVINGS B ANK he’s never seen the siate reject one of

wwe  WESTHAMPTON BEACH (631) 285-2809 the recommendations of the Board of
E AS'?IBIEAWII:TOS; :g::;;?:;: —_ Bank on Better Values Historic Preversation 1n 30 vears. He

oy CENTER MORICHES {631) §74-5420 wanehudsoncitysavingsbank.com said the Big Duck was added to the
Ousen Historic Register when il was located

at the Sears-Bellows site.
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the ruling, Mr. Lettieri a

L | TABLED: Board Dela

The buildings surrounding the Big Du
historic landmarks by New York State.

ck In Flanders were recently designated

State Safeguards Nest
Belonging to Big Duck

By Brian Bossetta

The 13-acre nest in Flanders that sur-
rounds the Big Duck has been added to
the New York State Register of Historic
Places.

Though the historic toadside struc-
ture was already on that list—as well as
an the national register—the surround-
ing property had not been.

Now that the application to the
state’s register has been approved, the
property will be added to the national
register, according to Zachary Studen-
roth, a local historic preservation

consultant hired by Southampton
Town la get the property added to the
historic regisiers. Mr. Studenroth is alse
the director of the
Sag Harbor Whaling
and Historical Mu-
seum.

“Improving the
Big Duck sitc has
been a top priority,”
said Town Super-
visar Linda Kabot,
“and has been since
it was returned to

Three structures on the
Flanders property that
houses the Big Duck

ervation on the property as $00n as
possible.

Back in April, Town Councilman Chris
Nuzzi joined Mr. Sheldon’s group on
a Saturday to plant hostas and mari-
golds to beautify the area surrounding
the Big Duck. “The better the image of
the duck,” Mr. Sheldon said, “the better
the image of the communities that sur-
round it.”

Accosding to Ms. Kabot, the Town
Board will s0on be meeting 10 discuss
how to best use the $500,000 earmarked
for the site’s improvement. Already,
the town has added a split-rail fence,
garbage cans, a parking area and has
painted over graffiti that had defaced
the three histotic
buildings.

In October of last
vear the iconic Big
Duck was moved
back to its original
location from its
prior spet down the
road near Hampton
Bays as part of a
broader effort 1o re-

Flanders.”

By designating the
13 acres as a historic place, the prop-
erty, gels an added layer of protection,
according 1o Janice Artandi, media
contact fur Friends of the Big Duck, a
not-for-profit group dedicated to pre-
serving the Big Duck and the image it
evokes of Long islands duck farming
heritage. Now, the three historic struc-
tures on the site that were all pan of
the original duck farm—a duck brood-
ing facility, a Victorian barn and a smail
stucco building—are more likely to be
preserved, according to Mr. Studen-
roth,

Chris Sheldon, president of the
Eriends of the Big Duck, is urging the
town to begin improvements and pres-

are now protected.

vitalize the area.

But the town has
a more ambitious vision for the Big
Duck thap an, aesthetic, makeover: It
include plans for the entire 37 acres
that run from the Big Duck’s roost on
Route 24 to Reeves Bay. Blueprints for
Big Duck Meritage Park, estimated to
cost between $5 million and $7 million,
are being drafted by Tim Rumph, a |
landscape architect  based in
Southampton.

The 37 acres surrounding the Big Duck
were purchased by the town in 2001
with $1,65 million in Community Pres-
ervation Funds, Mr. Sheldon said his
group's mission is to make the Big Duck
the focal point for the Flanders com-
munity.

tieri, who did not attend Friday's
meeting, said he did not mind the
additionat delay. “The village, as a
whole, is moving in the right direc-
tion,” he said.

Village Trustee Peter Sartorius ex-
plained on Wednesday that the rea-
son the decision was delayed was
because Stephen Latham, an attorney
representing Frances and Allen Adler
of Quogue, who live next door to
the Inn at Quogue, had asked the trust-
ees to keep the public hearing open
for 30 days to accept written com-

ments. ¢

A public hearing was initially called in
June to discuss the proposed amend-
ment to the village code, which would
allow Mr. Lettieri to move forward with
his plan to demolish the existing motet
units and construct five single-family
homes on the 2.4-acre property. In ex-
change, he has agreed to renovate and
maintain the Weathervane, the histor-
ic Jessup family homestead located on
the property.

Mr. Lettieri's plans seemed to change
earlier this month after a federal court
threw out a $25 million lawsuit that
he had filed last November against
Quogue Village, alleging that the mu-
nicipality had violated his civil rights
and discriminated against him because
of his Italian descent. [n response to

diately filed an applicat
village to demolish the
which he would be withil
do because the historic s
not have landmark status
The developer's revisec
filed hours after the cou
lawsuit, seeks permissic
26,000-square-foot  offi
one of his original plan
at Quogue property. M
could move forward with
code amendment is not
scheduled to appear befo
Planning Board on Satut
to discuss the proposal.
According to the Quogt
spector Edward Wolfers
mit to demolish the bui
granted 1o Mr. Lettieri be
the mounth. "We are work
Mr. Wolfersdosf said.
However, Mr. Lettieri s
day that he intends to
next Village Board meet
for August 15, before des
or not to demolish the ¥
The current plan on t
third option being con
developer. Mr. Lettierit
posal for the property,
for the construction of
ums, lacked support frc
cials and residents beca
was considered toe hi

“Did you

(It cc
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Big DUCk feontinued from page 29}

ducks he sold, was already listed on the State
and National Registers, the surrounding 13-
acre former duck farm site wasn't. Zachary
Studenroth, director of the Sag Harbor
Whaling and Historical Museuam, was hired as
an historic preservation consultant by
Southamptin Town, and submitted an applica-
tion to the State Office of Historic
Preservation. The application was approved in
June, and inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places will follow, meaning more state
funding for the restoration, preservation and
possible expansion of The Big Duck site.
Many residents find the development of eru-
cial importance to the East End. Said Chris
Sheldon, president of the Friends of The Big
Duck, a year-old non-profit organization dedi-

TREE CARE

PRUNING * REMOVAL » STUMP GRINDING
LIGHTNING PROTECTION

cated to promoting the landmark’s image, loca-
tion and structure, “The Big Duck is a beloved
symbol of all of Long Island, but it is also the
focal point of the heart of the northwest quar-
ter of Southampton Township, represented by
the hamlets of Flanders, Riverside and
Northampton. It really helps the image of the
local communities.” The group operates by the
belief that the better the image of The Big
Duck, the better the communities will be
around it. Added Sheldon, “Look at what Sag
Harbor was a few years ago, and what it is
today. The same thing is possible for Flanders.”

The Big Duck already has a lot going for it —
more than other, perhaps slightly leas quirky
historic sites. It's spawned an entire category
of architecture called “duck architecture,” a
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Starting at $3,750
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term that was coined in 1968 by architects
Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown, and
refers to any building that's shaped like what-
ever it sells. *If you're in Florida and you go to
a store in the shape of an orange, that’s duck
architecture,” said Sheldon. Other examples of
duck architecture can be found across the
country, in the form of oversized hot dogs, mice,
cows and more. Such offbeat attractions are
the stufl of great road trips and photo ops,
which makes it especially impressive that,
according to Sheldon, “The Big Duck is the
grand-daddy of it all.” Also, in 2004, The Big
Duck featured prominently in PBSs “wacky
travelogue,” A Program About Unusual
Buildings & Other Roadside Stuff. On the
DVD version of this documentary, The Big
Duck even snags the main cover shot. Not bad
for a former poultry shop at the end of Long
Island.

For now, the first order of business for the
gite is to save its three other original buildings
— a brooding facility, hatchery and equipment
barn — from collapse. And then, more beautifi-
cation measures (including outdoor base light-
ing), and, eventually, a possible merger with
the rest of the property that runs from the Big
Duck Ranch to Reeves Bay. This would bring
the site up to 37 acres, which could become Big
Duck Heritage Park, a $5-7 miltion project cur-
rently /in  the planning stages . with
Southampton landscape architect Tim Rumph.

Babs, for one, is quite excited about the
recent and future development, and grateful to
the many people who have worked to make it
possible, “It’s all thanks to the efforts of the
public, the Department of Historic Services,
the county, the town and evel:lyone responasible
for saving our little museum.

And who wouldn't want to fight for The Big
Duck, which seems to speak to everyone —
wherever theyre from? Said Sheldon,
“Anybody who drives by The Big Duck smiles.
1t just brings out the kid in you,”

The Friends of The Big Duck meet on the
first Tuesday of every month at the Phillips
Avenue School in Riverside, For more informa-
tion, contact Treasurer Fran Cobb at 631-727-
5342,
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Aittelsdorf and Professor Rick Orr.

there will be more peaple to take care of
a larger garden next year.

“We use it as a springboard to stan
talking about food in America,” he said
i interaction between the curric-
u(L and the garden, “It loops nicely
back to the classes. In the environmen-
tal issues class that I co-teach, we talk
for three weeks about the food industry,
pesticides, aquaculture. When we go to
the supermarket. we don't see the water,
soll or pesticides.”

{n the late September evening that
the Harvest Dinner was held, there
was something else that was different
about the campus, which has been little
more than a ghost town since Long Is-
land University closed its doors in 2005.
There was actually a sense of student
life, as bearded students on skateboards
and serious students in business suits
gathered at the entrances 10 the build-
ings, discussing science, the environ-
ment and ecology.

There are 350 full-time students, up
from 200 last year. and 150 of them
live on campus. Unlike last year, when
many of the students on campus had
been wail-listed at Stony Brook's main
campus and were waiting for admis-
sion there, this year, most of the new
students applied directly to Stony
Brook Southampton, looking for an
education in sustainability. The col-
lege plans to enroll 2,000 students by
is fifth vear.

"We have more critical mass. In the
two classes [ co-teach, we have upward
of 20 students,” said Dr. Schoonen, who
sai ‘t last year, such classes ran with
il‘;LJS half a dozen students, “With
20. that's much more entertaining.”

“It's the first year it feels like we're a
eollege again,” said the college's media
relations manager, Darren  Johnson,
“They're very nice students, very con-
seientious, and they're smart students
s well.”
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One Year Later,
Duck Settling In

By Jessica DiNapoli

A crowd of more than 200 people gath-
ered at the Big Duck on Saturday to cel-
ebrate the one-year anniversary of the
landmark’s return to its home in Flan-
ders, as well as to listen to Southampton
Town's plans for the Big Duck Ranch,
a proposed 38.5-acre park surround-
ing the structure that extends north to
Reeves Bay,

Saturday’s festivities—which featured
speeches from local officials, live music,
and a quacking contest—marked the
first anniversary of the Big Duck’s return
to its former roost on Flanders Road, its
home from 1937 until 1984.

Before the quacking contest and music
from a local band called the Notations,
Town Supervisor Linda Kabot explained
that the Big Duck Ranch, 11 acres that
was added to the New York State Regis-
ter of Historic Places in July, will eventu-
ally become a combination of 2 heritage
park, picnic area and rest stop.

Ms. Kabot estimated that the project
would be completed in about five years.
Beginning this fall, the town will begin
work on restoring the three buildings on
the property—twe bams and a stucco
building that are all historic landmarks.

At a more detailed presentation of
plans at Tuesday night's Friends of the
Big Duck meeting, town officials could
not estimate the cost for all of the res-
torations, as they are still seeking grant
money from a preservation group and
the New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation.

A Victorian barn located
southeast of the Big Duck will
eventually house a small mu-
seurn that details the histo-
ry of the Big Duck and duck
farming on Long Island, Ms.
Kabot explained. On Tuesday, Town En-
gineer George Mootoo said the barn
had been used to store farm machinery
and feed.

Mr. Mootoo said the brooder barn lo-
cated on the property, a building that
housed ducks, wilt be only partially re-
stored, as the back half of the structure
has collapsed. The building, located be
hind the Victorian barn, will stand as an
example of brooder barns, Mr. Mootoo
said.

The stucco building located west of the
Big Duck, which formerly functioned as
a retail center for ducks, will house the
rest rooms and an information kiosk
A sketch of the plans for the Big Duck
Ranch that were revealed on Saturday
also show a kayak and canoe launch for
Reeves Hay.

Mr. Mootoo said that the first step in
rehabilitating the buildings is ensuring
that they are secure. The Town Board
will be purting out a bid for pratecting

For video and a
photo slideshow
of this event,
visit 27east.com

Town Engineer George Mootoo dis-
cusses the Big Duck. JESSICA DINAPOLI

and bracing the buildings during their
next meeting on Tuesday, October 14.

Carl Tacone, the former president of
the Bayview Pines Civic and Taxpay-
ers Association, told Mr. Mootoo and
Allyn Jackson, the town's superinten-
dent of parks and recreation, that he
found a newspaper article stating that a
car struck the Big Duck in
1973 at the same location.
He asked if there can be
anything done to protect
the landnark, such as the
installation of steel bol-
lards, to prevent another
accideni.

At the festivities on Saturday, town of-
ficials announced that Monday, October
6, has been dectared “Big Duck Day” as
it marks the one-year anniversary of the
landmark being maved from Sears Bel-
lows County Park in Hampton Bays to
Flanders.

According to the resolution passed by
the Town Board Friday afternoon, duck
farmer Martin Maurer buit the Big Duck
in 1931 to house his duck farm busi-
ness.

“I used to come to the duck 50
years ago,” said Harry Gurahian of
Southampton during Saturday's home-
coming celebration.

Mr. Gurahian noted that, when he lived
in Mattituck 50 years ago, he came to the
Big Duck for eggs and fresh duck.

“I came today because 1 had nothing
else tw do, and | wanted 10 see the Big
Duck,” Mr. Gurahian said, noting that he
sees the landmark only when he travels
to Riverhead.



By Brian Bossetta

The Town of Southampton may take
legal action against Cablevision if the
company does not restore Public Access
Channel 20 and Education and Govern-
ment Channel 22 to its basic service.

Town Councilwoman Nancy Graboski,
who has been leading the charge to get
the channels restored, introduced a res-
olution at Friday’s Town Board meeting
to commence legal proceedings. How-
ever, the Town Board held off on taking
such action after Town Councilwoman
Anna Throne-Holst suggested giving the
negotiations more time.

Ms. Graboski's resolution was tabled
until the board’s meeting on Tuesday,
January 13.

On September 15, when the two chan-

nels were switched from anatog 1o digi-
tal format, customers without a digital
television set or a Cablevision convert-
er box were no longer able to access
the channels. A 2004 contract between
the cable company and the town pro-
vides access to those channels to Ca-
blevision's basic cable subscribers, Ms.
Graboski said.

Since the September 15 switch, how-
ever, Cablevision has provided one free
box to those customers allowing them
to access the channels. The problem
with that, in Ms. Graboski's view, is the
one cable box provided is only good for
one television set. In order to have ac-
cess on all sets the customer must pur-
chase a digital television, upgrade to a
more expensive tier of cable service or

Duck Plans Waddling Forward

Plans to spruce up the Big Duck in
%_\‘Flanders are in the works with a goal
2 of Memorial Day 2009 to complete the
-, project’s first phase, namely the installa-
tion of landscaping and other amenities

™ to beautify the landmark.
>~ Since the iconic duck was returned to
its original home little more than a year
< ago, community residents have been
~_advocating to clean up and beautify
\) the area surrounding the landmark that

fronts Flanders Road.

John Reddington of Araiys Design,
the Southampton landscaping firm
hired jn March 2006 to enhance the
appearance of the local landmark,
told Town Board members at a work
session last week that he wanted to
maintain the Big Duck’s historic image

SEGURA VIUD.
STERLING .
SANTA MARINA
FIRASSOW s

and that he envisioned an “old post-
card” look.

To achieve that, Mr. Reddington said
he would like to see native plants, pe-
rennials, wildflowers and evergreens
planted at the site to provide year-
round curb appeal. The first phase of
the project also includes the installing
of a split rail fence and gravel driveway
that would allow motorists 10 turn off
of Flanders Road and drive to a nearby
parking area.

The idea is to create a community area
for events, such as carnivals and con-
certs, and provide a place to educate the
public on the area’s cultural significance
and the sensitivity of its environment,
wildlife and habitat.

—BRIAN BOSSETTA

BAYS LIQUORS., INC.
OMN SALE THIS WEEK
Y FREIXKEMNET 1:e 1YY

i www rosejewelers.net % \%ﬁ;{‘)‘?‘;&?

From Our Family to Your Family
A Happy Holiday and a Healthy New Year
SOUTHAMPTON: 57 MAIN STREET, 631-283-5757

PATCHOGUE: 74 EAST MAIN STREET, 631-476-1441 o
{, ROSE CHARGE / MASTERCARD VISA/ AVERICAN EXPRESS 173,

pay $6.50 a month for an additional Ca-
blevision box.

“Clearly these options come with costs
that have to be paid by the customers,”
Ms. Graboski said. “Legal action is nec-
essary. Ten percent of these customers
are senjors and lower-income residents
who can't afford the extra box, and they
rely on these channels for information,
especially in the event of an emergen-
cy.ll

Town Supervisor Linda Kabot said the
town's goals are clear: “Go back to the
level of service prior to September 15
for the next three years or provide the
additional boxes.” The supervisor added
that her office has received many com-
plaints about the lack of access and that
people are feeling disenfranchised. “The
contract guaranteed a certain level of
service.”

Joan Gilmore, Cablevision’s director of
government affairs, said her company
had not turned its back on the custom-
ers affected by the switch, which she
estimated to be about 10 percent of all
Cablevision subscribers. “We are offer-
ing a free box to those without digital
sets so that they can access the chan-
nels,” Ms. Gilmore said. "These boxes
cost hundreds of dollars.”

Ms. Gilmore explained that the free
boxes were given “per household” not
per television set,

“We are not insensitive to our custom-
ers,” she said “But you are asking us to
go one step further and address levels of
consumption.”

Ms. Gilmore said that Cablevision's
competitors were already 100 percent
digital and that converting entirely from
analog to digital was necessary for the
company's business health,

The federal government has set a Feb-
ruary 17, 2009, deadline for all broadcast
channels to switch to digital formatting.

I Ford Focus
413,000
2006 Ford Fusion
415,000
2007 Mercury Milar
‘18,000
2006 Escape Hybric
$22,000

TRUCKS-VANS
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H_STORY OF
THE BIG DUCK

n 1931, Riverhead duck farmer Martin

Maurer and his wife Jeule decided to con-

struct a giant duck-shaped duck shop. They
hoped to sell the Peking ducks they raised to
passing motorists who would surely be drawn to
the striking form of a “big duck” along River-
head’s West Main Street. The Maurers envi-
sioned this plan while vacationing in California
where they are known to have visited a roadside
coffee shop shaped like a giant coffee pot.

Seeking local assistance, the Maurers hired
carpenter George Reeve and two eccentric stage
show set designers, brothers William and
Samuel Collins. A live duck tied with a string to
their porch served as a model for the Collins’
design. Reeve studied the carcass of a cooked
chicken in order to create a sturdy, bird-accurate
frame-work for the building. Construction of
The Big Duck had begun!

Afrer The Big Duck’s wooden frame had been
pieced together, wire mesh was attached.
Cement was applied to the wire mesh with the
assistance of Smith and Yeager Builders. The
Big Duck was painted a lovely bright white, save
for the beak, of course, which was given its
street-line orange color. The finishing touch was
the placement of two Model-T taillights in The
Big Duck’s head for eyes that would glow red at
night. The Big Duck in its entirety measures 30
feet from beak to perky tail, 15 feet from folded
wing to folded wing, and 20 feet from its base 1o
the top of its head. As duck farms in the 1930%
were commonly known as duck ranches, Martin
Maurer had his giant duck shop and business
trademarked as The Big Duck Ranch.

The Big Duck roosted at The Big Duck
Ranch on West Main Street till 1936. The
Maurers had sold quite a few ducks from their
unique shop and decided to relocare, Big Duck
and all, to Route 24 in Flanders. The Flanders

community welcomed 7 Big Duck with open
arms and have cherishel.ever since.

he Big Duck’s popularity grew, and

continues to grow, steadily. When the

land where The Big Duck rested was
slated for development in 1987, Big Duck fans
from all over joined Suffolk County in an effort
to preserve The Big Duck. The Big Duck’s then
current owners, Kia and Pouran Eshghi,
generously donated The Big Duck to Suffolk
County in December of 1987.

The Big Duck is now open to the public as a
gift shop. Unusual Peking duck merchandise,
lovingly referred to as duck-a-bilia, along with
other Long Island specialties, now fills The Big
Duck Store.

CONCRETE BIRD DRAWS
ATTENTION TO
DUCK FARM

Beside a road on Long Island,
a huge coacrete duck attracts the
attention of passing motorists to a
farm where these fowl are raised,
and has been the means of n-
creasing the business of the owner. The
duck is {ourteen feet high and contains a
salesroom and office. The foundation is
of concrete blocks. A framework of lath
forms the outline of the bird.

w2 Concrats Duch Pour-
)._.ﬂ, ﬂloriﬂggl ot
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The Big Duck, as it appeared in the Nov., 1932 issue of
Popular Mechanics.

World Famo--s

Duck Architectiure

hile The Big Duck is a well-known

Long Island landmark, it has also

lent its name to a specific style of
roadside architecture. The architectural term,
“duck,” was coined by architects Robert Venturi
and Denise Scott Brown in 1968. Duck build-
ings are highly sculptural forms which represent
products or services available within, as opposed
to the more common “decorated sheds” which
are plain buildings whose functions are revealed
by added signage.
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DUCK
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DECORATED SHED

Mustradon from Learning From Las Vegas, Robert Venturi,
Denise Scote Brown, and Steven Izenour, M.I.T. Press,

Cambridge, 1972.

With Suffolk County’s Big Duck, as with
other architectural ducks, the building itself is
the signage, a colossal, three-dimensional, repre-
sentational advertisement. Designed to mesmer-
ize passing motorists and entice them ultimately
to a purchase, ducks are fantastical while retain-
ing their purely practical intentions. The Big
Duck has become the most famous example of
roadside architecture.

Another well-known architect named James
Wines has proposed the Duck Design Theory -
D.D.T. - part of which states: “Form follows fan-
tasy not function, for architecture that cannot
offer fantasy fails man’s need to dream.”
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