








IMPROVING  
FOREST  
HEALTH
THE SCIENCE AND STEWARDSHIP 

DIVISION CONDUCTS A WIDE 

VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES DESIGNED 

TO IMPROVE FOREST HEALTH, 

INCREASE DIVERSITY OF CENTRAL 

PINE BARRENS-DEPENDENT SPECIES 

AND ENHANCE THE PUBLIC’S 

AWARENESS OF THE REGION’S 

ECOLOGY, ESPECIALLY AS IT RELATES 

TO ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION AND 

PRESCRIBED FIRE.

• �Participated in seventeen prescribed fires during the 2025 spring 
fire season, successfully managing more than 300 acres of 
Central Pine Barrens grassland and 13 acres of woodland

• �Performed mop-up duties with local partners during the 
Westhampton Pines wildfire of March to ensure the fire had been 
completely extinguished and no longer posed a threat to local 
communities

• �Initiated draft of a conservation management plan for the Central 
Pine Barrens that will ultimately serve as a holistic approach 
to conservation of the Central Pine Barrens focusing on forest 
health, habitat fragmentation, and biodiversity

• �Provided significant input into the commission’s Nature Center 
Feasibility Study to help guide and inform planning efforts 
including assisting in public meetings, describing ecological 
impacts and mitigation strategies, brainstorming layout and 
design features and generating ideas for permanent and 
temporary exhibitions for the future Pine Barrens Nature Center

• �Partnered with SUNY ESF to begin early research into Air Curtain 
Burner (ACB) technology, a tool that can assist in fuel reduction 
operations in the Central Pine Barrens and potentially serve as a 
safer option to traditional pile burning by containing the fire more 
securely and producing less greenhouse gases and particulate 
emissions during operation

• �Held or participated in several public information sessions on the 
southern pine beetle and its impact on the Central Pine Barrens, 
including a symposium organized by Suffolk County Executive Ed 
Romaine and an expert panel discussion hosted by LTV

• �Began planning for the use of advanced remote sensing 
technologies to survey for forest health variables, aid in wildlife 
crossing placement and design and document floral and faunal 
biodiversity in the Central Pine Barrens

• �Commenced the two-year study of a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan for Southampton Town to provide essential 
safety and incident response strategies for residents in the  
event of a wildfire
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SCIENCE AND  
STEWARDSHIP  
DIVISION

Yellow-rumped warbler

IN 2025, THE DIVISION:



TRAINING THE  
HEROES OF TOMORROW

NEW YORK  
WILDFIRE  
AND INCIDENT  
MANAGEMENT  
ACADEMY

THE NEW YORK WILDFIRE AND INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT ACADEMY (NYWIMA) HAS 

FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES PROVIDED 

ESSENTIAL TRAINING IN WILDFIRE AND INCIDENT 

MANAGEMENT TO THOUSANDS OF FIREFIGHTERS 

AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE PERSONNEL FROM ALL 

OVER THE COUNTRY AND BEYOND.

IN 2025, NYWIMA:

• �Operated three academies over the course of the year, 
additionally providing specific group or agency training outside 
the academy timeframe

• �Trained all students to National Wildfire Coordinating Group 
(NWCG) and National Incident Management System standards

• �Featured certified instructors from local, state and federal 
agencies and various organizations

The academy features training in classes including:

• �Intermediate Incident Command System
• �Advanced Incident Command System
• �Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior
• �Firefighter Type 1
• �Wildfire Chainsaws
• �Firing Operations
• �Crew Boss
• �Engine Boss
• �Unmanned Aircraft Systems FAA Prep Course
• �Portable Pumps and Water Use
• �Prescribed Fire Burn Boss
• �Wildfire Fire Origin & Cause Behavior
• �Heavy Equipment Boss
• �Anticipating Wildland Fire Behavior
• �Planning for Disaster Debris Management

Courses emphasized both classroom learning and field-based 
exercises, ensuring participants gain practical, hands-on 
experience aligned with NWCG standards. 
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278  

STUDENTS REPRESENTING 22 STATES AND  
100 DIFFERENT AGENCIES FROM ALL LEVELS  
OF GOVERNMENT



CENTRAL PINE BARRENS JOINT  
PLANNING & POLICY COMMISSION

RYAN P. MCGARRY
Chairman and New York State 
Governor’s Representative and 
NYSDEC Region 1 Assistant 
Regional Director

TIMOTHY C. HUBBARD
Member and Riverhead  
Town Supervisor  

Designated Representative:  
Matthew Charters

DANIEL J. PANICO 
Member and Brookhaven  
Town Supervisor

Designated representative: 
Michelle DiBrita 

MARIA Z. MOORE
Member and Southampton 
Town Supervisor 

Designated Representatives: 
Janice Scherer, Martin Shea, 
David Wilcox

EDWARD P. ROMAINE
Member and County Executive

Designated Representatives: 
Jennifer Juengst  
Sarah Lansdale 

JUDY JAKOBSEN 
Executive Director

JULIE HARGRAVE 
Pine Barrens Manager

ANGELA BROWN-WALTON
Administrative Assistant

JOHN CALLAGY III
Enforcement Officer

CATHERINE DREW
Administrative Assistant

EMMANUEL JAQUEZ
Educational Outreach and 
Communications Assistant

ALENA LAWSTON
Chief Enforcement Officer

JOHN MILAZZO
Legal Counsel

TIM MOTZ
Educational Outreach and 

Communications Manager

TARA MURPHY
Environmental Planner

JASON SMITH
Science and Stewardship Manager

JERRY TVERDYY
Senior Environmental Analyst

EDWIN WARD
Enforcement Officer
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THE STAFF OF THE  
CENTRAL PINE BARRENS  
COMMISSION
From left: John Callagy III, Catherine Drew, Alena Lawston, 
Edwin Ward, Angela Brown-Walton, Jerry Tverdyy, Tim Motz, 
Judy Jakobsen, Jason Smith, Emmanuel Jaquez and Julie 
Hargrave. (Not pictured are John Milazzo and Tara Murphy).

COMMISSION STAFF
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