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Hargrave, Julie

From: Brad Hammond <bhammond@westhamptonbeach.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2022 11:56 AM
To: PB Jakobsen, Judy
Cc: Hargrave, Julie; Elizabeth Lindtvit
Subject: CPB Comp Plan Update

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Ms Jakobsen: 
The Village of Westhampton Beach is in receipt of your coordination material for the proposed 
Central Pine Barrens Comprehensive Plan Amendments dated March 16, 2022. After review of the 
amendments, the Village has no objection or further comments to the proposed changes, which 
seem appropriate for our relatively small footprint within the Core Preservation & Compatible 
Growth Areas. I hope this email can suffice for our solicited SEQR comments but please feel free to 
reply or call me if you need anything further. 
 
Good luck with the amendments and your ongoing efforts. 
Thank you, 
 
Brad Hammond 
Building & Zoning Administrator 
Village of Westhampton Beach 
(631) 288-3483 
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Hargrave, Julie

From: John Turner <jturner@seatuck.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 10:45 AM
To: PB Info; Jakobsen, Judith
Cc: Hargrave, Julie; Enrico Nardone; Christine Sheppard
Subject: Incorporation of a "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into the revised 

Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Central Pine Barrens

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Dear Executive Director Jakobsen:  
 
The Seatuck Environmental Association  is a not-for-profit wildlife conservation organization whose mission is to protect 
wildlife species native to Long Island and the habitats upon which they depend. We appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on the above-referenced topic and ask that these comments be incorporated into the Commission's public 
record established regarding the Land Use Plan amendments.   
 
Wild birds face a number of significant threats to their existence. These include, but are not limited to, habitat 
destruction and degradation, predation by feral and free-roaming pet cats, poisoning by pesticides and other chemicals, 
and collisions with building windows.  
 
Based on a comprehensive, peer-reviewed 2014 study, which was a detailed synthesis of many previously published 
reports, between 365 and 988 million wild birds die annually by flying into building windows in the United States.Tens of 
millions more die in Canada. A few hundred bird species are known collision victims including many species that migrate 
through, or breed or overwinter within, the Central Pine Barrens. Indeed, all of the top dozen "collision victim" species, 
based on an analysis from 1998-2011 - White throated sparrow, Common yellowthroat, Ovenbird, Dark-eyed Junco, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Black-and-White Warbler, American Woodcock, Grey 
Catbird, Song Sparrow, and Blackpoll warbler - are common migrant or seasonally resident bird species occurring in the 
Central Pine Barrens. Many other Pine Barrens indigeneous species such as Rufous-sided towhees, Whip-poor-will, and 
Cooper's Hawk have, unfortunately, also been window collision victims at buildings located within the Central Pine 
Barrens.    
 
The Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission recognizes the serious threat to the welfare of birds posed 
by highly reflective and transparent windows  through the proposal to establish a new "Bird Conservation and 
protection" guideline, as part of the current proposed amendments to the Central Pine Barrens Land Use Plan. This 
proposal is a step in the right direction but we strongly urge that this measure be changed from a "land use guideline" to 
a "land use standard" affecting all new commercial, industrial, institutional, public, mixed use, and tall structures (as 
defined in the Plan). Leaving it as a voluntary guideline will mean countless more birds killed from window collisions on 
new buildings constructed in the Compatible Growth Area by developers who choose to not comply with the 
guideline.  Further, we would strongly encourage, as with New York City's recently adopted ordinance, that the standard 
also include or capture significant exterior alterations to existing buildings. 
 
Upon adoption, the Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission will be joining dozens of other cities, towns, 
and other municipalities like New York, San Francisco, Chicago, Toronto, and Minneapolis, to name a few, that have 
stepped up to the plate to safeguard wild birds.   
 
While there are many different ways to proscribe a "Bird Friendly Building Design'' standard (as evidenced by the variety 
of differing laws around the country), the language provisions in the Minneapolis, Minnesota ordinance are 
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especially helpful in that they provide for greater flexibility by: 1) qualifying any material with a Threat Factor below 25 
or 2) by complying with certain specific design requirements for the window surface. This greater flexibility should help 
in achieving less costs to building developers.  
 
Here is the excerpt of the Minneapolis ordinance (with my addition of the American Bird Conservancy Threat Factor 
added): 
 
Bird-safe glazing. Bird-safe glazing includes one (1) of the following: Façade materials with a Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Material or American Bird Conservancy Bird Collision Deterrence Material Threat Factor 
less than or equal to twenty-five (25); or Physical structures or glass patterns that are visible from the outside and the 
resulting pattern creates spaces no wider than four (4) inches horizontally or two (2) inches high vertically, also known 
as the "2×4 rule"; or A glass pattern that is white to medium gray, visible from the outside, and shall meet at least one 
(1) of the specific standards below: Horizontal line patterns shall be one-eighth (⅛) inch wide with two (2) inch on-center 
spacing; or Vertical line patterns shall be one-eighth (⅛) inch wide with four (4) inches on-center spacing; or Dot patterns 
with dots one-quarter (¼) inch wide with two (2) inch on-center spacing each way; or Dot patterns with dots three-
eighths (⅜) inch wide arranged in horizontal lines with two (2) inch on-center spacing or vertical lines with four (4) inch 
on-center spacing. 
 
To aid in compliance we urge the standard contain language requiring that blueprints for any site plan filed with the 
Towns of Southampton, Brookhaven, or Riverhead be required to include the window material/product proposed, its 
associated Threat Factor, or if it relates to window surface design requirements which ones will be utilized.  This should 
ease the work of the town review staff in determining compliance with the standard. 
 
On behalf of Seatuck I appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments for your consideration. Please let me know 
if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Turner 
Senior Conservation Policy Advocate  
Seatuck Environmental Association 
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Hargrave, Julie

From: Jim Brown <jrb398@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2022 9:37 PM
To: PB Info; Jakobsen, Judith
Cc: Hargrave, Julie; John Turner; Brien Weiner
Subject: Bird Friendly Building Design for Pine Barrens

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

 
Judy Jakobsen 
Executive Director 
Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning 
   and Policy Commission 
 
Dear Executive Director Jakobsen, 
 
On behalf of the South Shore Audubon Society I welcome the opportunity to comment on an 
important amendment to the Land Use Plan proposed by the Seatuck Environmental Association 
dealing with "Bird Friendly Building Design" for any development that may occur within the 
Compatible Growth Area of the Pine Barrens (See below). The South Shore Audubon Society is a 
local chapter of the National Audubon Society, representing approximately 1300 household in 
southern Nassau County. Our mission is to promote environmental education, conduct research 
pertaining to local bird populations, wildlife, and habitat; and to preserve and restore our environment 
through responsible activism, for the benefit of both people and wildlife. 
 
Given the severe threats to bird populations on Long Island, and throughout North America, including 
collisions with building windows, we strongly support Seatuck's recommendations for Bird Friendly 
Building Design.in the Pine Barrens. We especially support the idea of "standards" rather than 
"voluntary guidelines" to mandate bird friendly building design in the Compatible Growth Area of the 
Pine Barrens. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Brown 
Vice President and 
   Conservation Co-Chair 
South Shore Audubon Society 
 
jrb398@yahoo.com 
516-608-1446 
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Seatuck Environmental Association suggestions for a Bird Friendly Design Amendment to Land Use 
Plan: 
 
The Seatuck Environmental Association is a not-for-profit wildlife conservation organization whose 
mission is to protect wildlife species native to Long Island and the habitats upon which they depend. 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced topic and ask that these 
comments be incorporated into the Commission's public record established regarding the Land Use 
Plan amendments.  
 
Wild birds face a number of significant threats to their existence. These include, but are not limited to, 
habitat destruction and degradation, predation by feral and free-roaming pet cats, poisoning by 
pesticides and other chemicals, and collisions with building windows.  
 
Based on a comprehensive, peer-reviewed 2014 study, which was a detailed synthesis of many 
previously published reports, between 365 and 988 million wild birds die annually by flying into 
building windows in the United States.Tens of millions more die in Canada. A few hundred bird 
species are known collision victims including many species that migrate through, or breed or 
overwinter within, the Central Pine Barrens. Indeed, all of the top dozen "collision victim" species, 
based on an analysis from 1998-2011 - White throated sparrow, Common yellowthroat, Ovenbird, 
Dark-eyed Junco, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Black-and-White 
Warbler, American Woodcock, Grey Catbird, Song Sparrow, and Blackpoll warbler - are common 
migrant or seasonally resident bird species occurring in the Central Pine Barrens. Many other Pine 
Barrens indigenous species such as Rufous-sided towhees, Whip-poor-will, and Cooper's Hawk 
have, unfortunately, also been window collision victims at buildings located within the Central Pine 
Barrens.  
 
The Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission recognizes the serious threat to the 
welfare of birds posed by highly reflective and transparent windows through the proposal to establish 
a new "Bird Conservation and protection" guideline, as part of the current proposed amendments to 
the Central Pine Barrens Land Use Plan. This proposal is a step in the right direction but we strongly 
urge that this measure be changed from a "land use guideline" to a "land use standard" affecting all 
new commercial, industrial, institutional, public, mixed use, and tall structures (as defined in the Plan). 
Leaving it as a voluntary guideline will mean countless more birds killed from window collisions on 
new buildings constructed in the Compatible Growth Area by developers who choose to not comply 
with the guideline. Further, we would strongly encourage, as with New York City's recently adopted 
ordinance, that the standard also include or capture significant exterior alterations to existing 
buildings. 
 
Upon adoption, the Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission will be joining dozens 
of other cities, towns, and other municipalities like New York, San Francisco, Chicago, Toronto, and 
Minneapolis, to name a few, that have stepped up to the plate to safeguard wild birds.  
 
While there are many different ways to proscribe a "Bird Friendly Building Design'' standard (as 
evidenced by the variety of differing laws around the country), the language provisions in the 
Minneapolis, Minnesota ordinance are especially helpful in that they provide for greater flexibility by: 
1) qualifying any material with a Threat Factor below 25 or 2) by complying with certain specific 
design requirements for the window surface. This greater flexibility should help in achieving less costs 
to building developers.  
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Here is the excerpt of the Minneapolis ordinance (with my addition of the American Bird Conservancy 
Threat Factor added): 
 
Bird-safe glazing. Bird-safe glazing includes one (1) of the following: Façade materials with a 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Material or American Bird Conservancy Bird 
Collision Deterrence Material Threat Factor less than or equal to twenty-five (25); or Physical 
structures or glass patterns that are visible from the outside and the resulting pattern creates spaces 
no wider than four (4) inches horizontally or two (2) inches high vertically, also known as the "2×4 
rule" or A glass pattern that is white to medium gray, visible from the outside, and shall meet at least 
one (1) of the specific standards below: Horizontal line patterns shall be one-eighth (⅛) inch wide with 
two (2) inch on-center spacing; or Vertical line patterns shall be one-eighth (⅛) inch wide with four (4) 
inches on-center spacing; or Dot patterns with dots one-quarter (¼) inch wide with two (2) inch on-
center spacing each way; or Dot patterns with dots three-eighths (⅜) inch wide arranged in horizontal 
lines with two (2) inch on-center spacing or vertical lines with four (4) inch on-center spacing. 
 
To aid in compliance we urge the standard contain language requiring that blueprints for any site plan 
filed with the Towns of Southampton, Brookhaven, or Riverhead be required to include the window 
material/product proposed, its associated Threat Factor, or if it relates to window surface design 
requirements which ones will be utilized. This should ease the work of the town review staff in 
determining compliance with the standard. 
 
On behalf of Seatuck I appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments for your consideration. 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Turner 
Senior Conservation Policy Advocate  
Seatuck Environmental Association 
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Hargrave, Julie

From: Patrice Domeischel <patrice5421@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 28, 2022 8:53 PM
To: PB Info
Cc: Jakobsen, Judith; Hargrave, Julie
Subject: Support "Bird Friendly Building Design" Amendment to Land Use Plan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

May 28, 2022 
 
Dear Long Island Pine Barrens Commission members: 
 
I strongly support the inclusion of a “Bird Friendly Building Design” amendment to your Land Use 
Plan. The number of bird deaths in the United States alone from window strikes is astronomical; it is 
estimated to be between 365 and 988 million EACH year. A bird friendly building design would help 
to mitigate the problem of bird mortality resulting from window collisions.  I hope you will join 
others, such as New York City, San Francisco, and other major cities in the U. S., in mandating bird 
friendly building design, thus taking a step forward in the protection of our local birds.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue. Please incorporate my comments 
into the Commission’s public record regarding the Land Use Plan amendments.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patrice Domeischel 
25 Bluetop Road 
Setauket, NY  11733 
(631) 553-6862 
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Hargrave, Julie

From: Richard Amper <amper@pinebarrens.org>
Sent: Saturday, May 28, 2022 2:03 PM
To: PB Info
Cc: Hargrave, Julie; Nina Leonhardt
Subject: Support for Bird Friendly Building Design Requirement in the Revised Comprehensive 

Land Use Plan for the Central Pine Barrens

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Dear Executive Director Jakobsen:  
 
The Long Island Pine Barrens Society appreciates the opportunity to comment on the bird-friendly design section of the 
proposed Land Use Plan amendments. 
 
Wild birds face a number of significant threats to their existence. These include, but are not limited to, habitat 
destruction and degradation, poisoning by pesticides and other chemicals, and collisions with building windows. 
 
The ecological balance necessary to maintain Pine Barrens habitat depends in part on populations of bird species being 
present. The literature documents that millions of birds die annually by flying into building windows. A few hundred bird 
species are known collision victims including many species that migrate through, or breed or overwinter within, the 
Central Pine Barrens. Many "collision victim" species, based on an analysis from 1998-2011 - White throated sparrow, 
Common yellowthroat, Ovenbird, Dark-eyed Junco, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Black-and-White Warbler, American Woodcock, Grey Catbird, Song Sparrow, and Blackpoll warbler - are common 
migrant or seasonally resident bird species in the Central Pine Barrens. Many other Pine Barrens indigeneous species 
such as Rufous-sided towhees, Whip-poor-will, and Cooper's Hawk have, unfortunately, also been window collision 
victims at buildings located within the Central Pine Barrens. 
 
The Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission recognizes the serious threat to the welfare of birds posed 
by highly reflective and transparent windows through the proposal to establish a new "Bird Conservation and 
protection" guideline, as part of the current proposed amendments to the Central Pine Barrens Land Use Plan. This 
proposal is a step in the right direction but we strongly urge that this measure be changed from a "land use guideline" to 
a "land use standard," affecting all new construction. A voluntary guideline does not require adherence; it will lead to 
more birds killed from window collisions on new buildings constructed in the Compatible Growth Area by developers 
who choose to not comply with the guideline. To aid in compliance we urge that blueprints for any site plan filed with 
the Towns of Southampton, Brookhaven, or Riverhead be required to document that its construction is bird-friendly. 
 
Upon adoption, the Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission will be joining many municipalities such as 
New York City, San Francisco and Chicago that are safeguarding wild birds. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments for your consideration. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Richard Amper, Executive Director 
Long Island pine Barrens Society 
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Hargrave, Julie

From: Joyous C <joyous01@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 30, 2022 2:45 PM
To: PB Info
Cc: Jakobsen, Judith; Hargrave, Julie
Subject: Comment for: Incorporation of a "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into the 

revised Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Central Pine Barrens

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Re: Incorporation of a "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into the revised Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan for the Central Pine Barrens 
 
 
Dear Executive Director Jakobsen: 

  

The Four Harbors Audubon Society is a not-for-profit wildlife conservation organization whose mission is to 
protect and preserve birds, wildlife, and the places and resources they need, for now and the future. We 
appreciate the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced topic and ask that these comments be 
incorporated into the Commission's public record established regarding the Land Use Plan amendments. 

 Native birds and other wildlife face a number of serious threats to their existence. These include, but are not 
limited to, habitat fragmentation, toxic pesticides, herbicides and other chemicals in the environment, falling 
prey to pet cats allowed to roam outdoors and feral cat predation, habitat loss, habitat degradation, competition 
with invasive avian species, dusk to dawn light pollution which creates issues with nocturnal migration, and 
collisions with building windows. 

A 2014 study by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Smithsonian Institution estimated that between 365 
million to one billion birds are killed annually by building collisions in the U.S.  Many species that migrate 
through, breed or overwinter within the Central Pine Barrens are known to have issues with window collisions. 
All of the top twelve "collision victim" species - American Woodcock, Black-and-White Warbler, Blackpoll 
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Dark-eyed Junco, Golden-crowned Kinglet, , Grey Catbird, Hermit Thrush, 
Ovenbird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Song Sparrow, and White-throated Sparrow - are common migrant or 
seasonal resident avian species of the Long Island Central Pine Barrens. To date, many other Pine Barrens 
species have also been window collision victims at buildings located within the Central Pine Barrens, including 
Whippoorwill, which are in steep decline. 

  

Four Harbors Audubon Society is thankful that The Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission 
recognizes the serious threat to the welfare of birds posed by both transparent and also highly reflective 
windows and has proposed guidelines to establish Bird Conservation and protection, as part of the current 
proposed amendments to the Central Pine Barrens Land Use Plan. Four Harbors Audubon Society feels this 
proposal is a good standard land use policy, but we strongly urge that this measure be changed from a "land use 
guideline" to a "land use standard" affecting all new structures, as defined in the Plan. Creating a voluntary 
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guideline will mean innumerable more birds killed from window collisions on new buildings constructed in the 
Compatible Growth Area, by developers who choose to not comply with the guidelines. Further, we would 
strongly promote an ordinance similar to New York City's recently adopted ordinance, that the standard also 
include alterations to existing buildings being updated.  

  

Upon adoption, the Central Pine Barrens Joint Policy & Planning Commission will be joining dozens of other 
cities, towns, and other municipalities like New York, San Francisco, Chicago, Toronto, and Minneapolis, to 
name a few, that have stepped up to the plate to safeguard wild birds. 

  

While there are many different ways to proscribe a "Bird Friendly Building Design'' standard (as evidenced by 
the variety of differing laws around the country), we would suggest using the Minneapolis ordinance as a 
working template, with the American Bird Conservancy Threat Factors used as threat assessment 
documentation. 

  

To aid in compliance we would advocate that the standard contain language requiring that blueprints for any 
site plan filed with the Towns of Southampton, Brookhaven, or Riverhead be required to include the window 
material/product proposed, its associated Threat Factor, or if it relates to window surface design requirements 
which ones will be utilized. This should reduce the work of the town review staff in determining compliance 
with the standard. 

  

On behalf of Four Harbors Audubon Society, I appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments for your 
consideration. Please feel free to contact me with additional comments or questions at (631) 766-3075. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Joyann Cirigliano 

President – Four Harbors Audubon Society 

Chair – Audubon Council of New York State 

Director – Audubon NY/CT 
 
 
Joyann Cirigliano 
Proprietor/Ecoscaper 
Joy's Forever Endeavor Design/Consult 
(631)766-3075 
**Bringing Nature Back-One Yard at a Time** 



From: Jessica Wilson
To: PB Info
Cc: jturner@seatuck.org; Jakobsen, Judith; Hargrave, Julie; Marsilia Boyle
Subject: Support for "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into revised Comprehensive Land Use Plan for Central

Pine Barrens
Date: Wednesday, June 01, 2022 9:01:53 AM
Attachments: NYC Audubon letter of support_2022-06-01.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of SCWA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commission Members, 

New York City Audubon is a grassroots community that works for the protection of
wild birds and habitat in the five boroughs, improving the quality of life for all New
Yorkers. A major focus for NYC Audubon is reduction of bird collisions with
buildings/windows, which is the third-leading anthropogenic cause of bird mortality
(after habitat loss and cat predation), killing between three million and one billion birds
per year in the United States. 
 
We stand with our fellow Audubon Chapters and the Seatuck Environmental
Association in urging the adoption of mandated standards of Bird Friendly Design and
Material for new construction in the Central Pine Barrens area. 
 
NYC Audubon supports the Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy
Commission's efforts to incorporate Bird Conservation and protection measures into
its Land Use Plan. We also urge you to change the current proposal form a "land use
guideline" to a "land use standard" affecting all new commercial, industrial,
institutional, public, mixed use, and tall structures (as defined in the Plan). Leaving it
as a voluntary guideline will mean countless more birds killed from window collisions
on new buildings constructed in the Compatible Growth Area by developers who
choose to not comply with the guideline. 
 
As you may know, New York City recently adopted a local ordinance mandating that
all new construction and significant exterior alterations to existing structures comply
with elements of Bird Friendly Building Design and materials. By mandating the use of
Bird Friendly Design and materials the Pine Barrens will join the vanguard of
leadership in this area with other major cities in the United States and Canada. 
 
We hope you will incorporate a "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into the
revised Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Central Pine Barrens. Thank you for
your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Jessica G. Wilson
Executive Director
New York City Audubon

mailto:jwilson@nycaudubon.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ae71a36a257343e78ae60628ce4bf9fd-PB Info
mailto:jturner@seatuck.org
mailto:Judy.Jakobsen@SCWA.com
mailto:Julie.Hargrave@SCWA.com
mailto:mboyle@nycaudubon.org



June 1, 2022 
 
Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy Commission 
624 Old Riverhead Road 
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
by email to info@pb.state.ny.us 
 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
New York City Audubon is a grassroots community that works for the protection of wild birds 
and habitat in the five boroughs, improving the quality of life for all New Yorkers.  
 
A major focus for NYC Audubon is reduction of bird collisions with buildings/windows, which 


is the third-leading anthropogenic cause of bird mortality (after habitat loss and cat predation), killing 
between three million and one billion birds per year in the United States.  
 
We stand with our fellow Audubon Chapters and the Seatuck Environmental Association in urging the 
adoption of mandated standards of Bird Friendly Design and Material for new construction in the 
Central Pine Barrens area.  
 
NYC Audubon supports the Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy Commission's efforts to 
incorporate Bird Conservation and protection measures into its Land Use Plan. We also urge you 
to change the current proposal form a "land use guideline" to a "land use standard" affecting all new 
commercial, industrial, institutional, public, mixed use, and tall structures (as defined in the Plan). 
Leaving it as a voluntary guideline will mean countless more birds killed from window collisions on new 
buildings constructed in the Compatible Growth Area by developers who choose to not comply with the 
guideline.  
 
As you may know, New York City recently adopted a local ordinance mandating that all new construction 
and significant exterior alterations to existing structures comply with elements of Bird Friendly Building 
Design and materials. By mandating the use of Bird Friendly Design and materials the Pine Barrens will 
join the vanguard of leadership in this area with other major cities in the United States and Canada.  
 
We hope you will incorporate a "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into the revised 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Central Pine Barrens. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Jessica Wilson 
Executive Director 
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71 West 23rd Street, Suite 1523
New York, NY 10010
jwilson@nycaudubon.org
w (646) 434-0423 / c. (646) 825-1074
www.nycaudubon.org
Twitter | Instagram | eNewsletter | Donate 
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June 1, 2022 
 
Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy Commission 
624 Old Riverhead Road 
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
by email to info@pb.state.ny.us 
 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
New York City Audubon is a grassroots community that works for the protection of wild birds 
and habitat in the five boroughs, improving the quality of life for all New Yorkers.  
 
A major focus for NYC Audubon is reduction of bird collisions with buildings/windows, which 

is the third-leading anthropogenic cause of bird mortality (after habitat loss and cat predation), killing 
between three million and one billion birds per year in the United States.  
 
We stand with our fellow Audubon Chapters and the Seatuck Environmental Association in urging the 
adoption of mandated standards of Bird Friendly Design and Material for new construction in the 
Central Pine Barrens area.  
 
NYC Audubon supports the Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy Commission's efforts to 
incorporate Bird Conservation and protection measures into its Land Use Plan. We also urge you 
to change the current proposal form a "land use guideline" to a "land use standard" affecting all new 
commercial, industrial, institutional, public, mixed use, and tall structures (as defined in the Plan). 
Leaving it as a voluntary guideline will mean countless more birds killed from window collisions on new 
buildings constructed in the Compatible Growth Area by developers who choose to not comply with the 
guideline.  
 
As you may know, New York City recently adopted a local ordinance mandating that all new construction 
and significant exterior alterations to existing structures comply with elements of Bird Friendly Building 
Design and materials. By mandating the use of Bird Friendly Design and materials the Pine Barrens will 
join the vanguard of leadership in this area with other major cities in the United States and Canada.  
 
We hope you will incorporate a "Bird Friendly Building Design" requirement into the revised 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Central Pine Barrens. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Wilson 
Executive Director 
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