STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW
FINDINGS STATEMENT

Pursuant to Article 8 (State Environmental QuaRgview Act - SEQR) of the Environmental
Conservation Law and 6 New York Codes, Rules arguléions (NYCRR) Part 617, the
Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy Consais (hereinafter "Commission™), as lead
agency, makes the following findings:
NAME OF ACTION: CENTRAL PINE BARRENS COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN
LEAD AGENCY: Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning & Policy Consiais

3525 Sunrise Highway, P.O. Box 587

Great River, NY 11739-0587

Contact Person: Raymond P. Corwin, Executive Director
Phone: (516) 563-0385

DATE FINAL GEISFILED: June 12, 1995
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INTRODUCTION

This findings statement has been prepared pursodné requirements of 6 NYCCR Part 617.9,
which states that no agency shall make a decisiamaaction which has been the subject of a
final GEIS until a written findings statement haseh prepared concerning the facts and
conclusions of the draft and final GEIS and Supgetal GEIS relied on to support its decision.
To meet this SEQRA provision, the Commission hapared these generic findings related to
the significant issues identified in the Final GEIS

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION:

The Long Island Pine Barrens Protection Act, Chap2é2 and 263 of the 1993 Laws of New
York, set forth in Article 57 of the New York Staimvironmental Conservation Law (the

"Act"), was enacted by the New York State Legiglatm 1993. In accordance with the Act, a
comprehensive land use and management plan hasleeeloped for the Central Pine Barrens
area as such area is defined by the Act. The extopt the Central Pine Barrens Comprehensive
Land Use Plan (hereinafter referred to as "the'Plarthe action proposed herein.

The Act has identified two specific geographic aregthin the Central Pine Barrens. One, the
Core Preservation Area (the "Core") is comprisedpfroximately 52,500 acres. The second,
identified as the Compatible Growth Area (the "CGAS approximately 47,500 acres.

The Plan specifies that development, as defingldarAct, within the Core Preservation Area is
prohibited or is to be redirected to areas outthédeCore and, further, that the only development
that may be allowed is that permitted under a hHapdsxemption granted by the Commission as
authorized by the Act. There is proposed legistathat will allow limited development in the
Core solely for those roadfront parcels on exisimgroved roads which meet certain criteria
established by the Commission.

In accordance with section 57-0121 of the Act aitt vegard to the CGA, the Plan is required
to preserve and maintain the central charactdreéxisting Pine Barrens environment, to
protect the quality of surface and groundwaters;alirage piecemeal and scattered
development, and encourage appropriate pattercsnopatible residential, commercial,
agricultural and industrial development in ordeatcommodate regional growth influences, and
to provide for such growth in an orderly way, patieg the Pine Barrens environment from
individual and cumulative adverse impacts.

Consistent with the Act, the Towns of Brookhaveivehead and Southampton will amend their
land use and zoning regulations to conform to the.PThe Plan identifies standards in Chapter
5 which must be implemented and enforced by thesaw reviewing any proposed
development in the CGA. Chapter 5 further ideasifnon-mandatory guidelines which are to be
utilized and applied by the Towns on a discretigrasis.

The following steps have been taken by the Comomsisi compliance with the Act and with
SEQRA:

® A draft plan and draft generic environmental ictpgtatement was recommended to the three
towns on July 13, 1994.

® A Notice of Completion of the draft generic emvimental impact statement was issued by
the Commission on August 30, 1994.
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A public hearing was held on the draft generiimmmental impact statement on September
28, 1994.

A revised draft plan was recommended by the Casimn to the three towns on January 13,
1995.

A proposed final plan and draft supplemental gerenvironmental impact statement on the
revised draft plan was recommended by the ComnmssioApril 26, 1995.

Public hearings were held on the draft suppleaiartvironmental impact statement on May
15, May 16, and May 18, 1995 in the towns of Bramldn, Riverhead and Southampton,
respectively.

A Notice of Completion of the final generic eronmental impact statement was issued by the
Commission on June 12, 1995.

LOCATION OF ACTION

The Central Pine Barrens consists of the 52,508 @ore that is partially surrounded by the
47,500 acre CGA, located within the towns of Bramkén, Riverhead, and Southampton and to
a lesser extent in the villages of Quoque and Véesgiton Beach in Suffolk County on Eastern
Long Island. The Act contains a detailed desa@ipbf the boundaries of the Central Pine
Barrens and the Core. A map of the Central PineeBa depicting the Core and the CGA is on
file at the office of the Commission, with the Saary of State, with the Suffolk County Clerk
and with the clerk of each town and village whosaruaries are included in the Central Pine
Barrens area.

AGENCY JURISDICTIONS

Pursuant to the terms of the Act, if the Commissloas not finally adopt the Plan on or before
June 30, 1995, the Act will expire. Furthermonader the Act, the Commission cannot finally
adopt the Plan unless it has previously been adaptd ratified by each of the three town
boards.

REASONS, FACTS & CONCLUSONS

Compliance with Article 57 of the Environmental Conservation Law

The SEQRA materials indicate that the Plan saidfievironmental Conservation Law (ECL)
57-0121(2). The SDGEIS evaluated the Plan's sftorprotect, preserve and enhance the
functional integrity of the Pine Barrens ecosysterd the significant natural resources, including
plant and animal communities, thereof; to proteetdquality of the surface and groundwater;
discourage scattered and piecemeal developmemtgbecactive and passive recreational and
environmental educational uses that are consistiéinthe land use plan; and accommodate
development, in a manner consistent with the lengptintegrity of the Pine Barrens ecosystem
and to ensure that the pattern of developmentrgpeat, efficient and orderly.

The SEQRA materials indicate, that with respe¢h&Core, the Plan preserves the Pine Barrens
area in its natural state thereby ensuring themoation of the Pine Barrens environment which
contains the unique and significant ecologic, hgdmogic and other resources representative of
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such environments; promotes compatible agricultin@iticultural and open space recreational
uses within the framework of maintaining a PinerBas environment and minimizes the impact
of such activities thereon; prohibits or rediran¢sv construction or development; accommodates
specific Pine Barrens management practices, supleasribed burning, necessary to maintain
the special ecology of the Core; protects and pvesehe quality of surface and groundwaters;
and coordinates and provides for the acquisitioprofate land interests as appropriate and
consistent with available funds.

The SEQRA materials also indicate that, with respethe CGA, the Plan preserves and
maintains the essential character of the existing Barrens environment, including plant and
animal species indigenous thereto and habitatefihreprotects the quality of surface and
groundwaters; discourages piecemeal and scatteredlophment; encourages appropriate
patterns of compatible residential, commercialicagpural, and industrial development in order
to accommodate regional growth influences in amdydvay while protecting the Pine Barrens
environment from the individual and cumulative adeempacts thereof; and accommodates a
portion of development redirected from the preswovearea.

Sandards and Guidelines for Land Use and Review Jurisdiction

As explained and supported in the SEQRA recordRindew Procedures and Jurisdiction in
Chapter 4 of the Plan, and the Standards and Guedeior Land Use in Chapter 5 of the Plan
provide the Commission with adequate means to atgigdverse impacts associated with
development. The Plan provides for review of adiwith potentially adverse environmental
impacts to ensure compliance with the Standardszandelines for Land Use. In such a review,
the application of the Standards and Guidelines&md Use will mitigate adverse impacts
associated with the development.

Core Preservation Area Impacts

As stated in the record, the impacts on the Colldo@ibeneficial. This is because Plan
implementation will result in the creation of a tignous 52,500 acre preserve. The Plan
proposes that a statutory exemption be granteceidain roadfront infill lots. However, the
impacts of this exemption will be mitigated by reqg that parcels developed under the
exemption fully comply with the Standards and Gl for Land Use contained in the Plan.

Nondevelopment as defined in the Article 57 of @& will have few adverse impacts. The Act
and the Plan distinguish between nondevelopmentianelopment. Certain identifiable actions
have been delineated as nondevelopment as defirdicle 57-0107(13) of the ECL
subparagraphs (i) to (xiii). As such, the Plaroggszes that for any reason whatsoever, work for
the maintenance, replacement, renewal, reconsirygthprovement or alteration of any existing
structure, or additions to any existing residenceesidential property owned by an association
for the common interest in real property, constsubondevelopment and, therefore, is not
subject to review by the Commission.

The Plan, in the Review Procedures and Jurisdi@ection (Chapter 4), specifically recognizes
that only the following development shall be subjeaeview by the Commission as provided in
the Act:

1. All development proposed within the Core Prestion Area.

2. Development within the Compatible Growth Avdaich constitutes development of regional
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significance, as defined in the Plan.

3. A development project within the Compatibleo®th Area by which an individual
commissioner may petition for review and a majovitye asserts review jurisdiction over
such development.

4. Development within the Compatible Growth Arbattis also within a Critical Resource Area
(CRA) as defined in the Plan.

5. All development within the Compatible Growthe@rthat does not conform to the land use
standards in Chapter 5 of the Central Pine Bar@amprehensive Land Use Plan.

Only development that falls within one or more e five identified categories shall be subject
to review by the Commission. As stated in the SBQ&ord, residual uses that are consistent
with the Plan and will not have an adverse envirental impact shall be allowed.

Geologic and Soil Resources

The SEQRA records attests to the environmentaltsatysand vulnerability of certain soils
within the Central Pine Barrens due to high permigaland low fertility and/or high water table.
The Plan protects these resources by protectinggeand soils resources in the Core;
however, they may be incrementally impacted inribe-Core areas. The Standards and
Guidelines for Land Use, under Chapter 5, are aatego mitigate potential impacts to these
resources. The designation of two areas with stkgpes as CRAs will also mitigate the impacts
of the Plan.

Groundwater Quantity and Quality

The SEQRA record points to the Central Pine Barpeosen desirability for groundwater
recharge and maintenance of drinking water qualigvelopment according to the Plan will
have minimal impact on the groundwater quality wamfity. The Plan would protect these
resources by requiring the elimination throughdbeuisition program or the Pine Barrens Credit
(PBC) Program of up to 2,420 dwelling units frore thore. This transfer will have a beneficial
impact on the Core because the units and theiceaded impacts on groundwater quality or
guantity will not occur in the Core.

The impact on groundwater quality or quantity ad transferred units is mitigated by other Plan
provisions. The Plan supports the Department @fltHeServices proposed amendment to
Article 6 of the Suffolk County Sanitary Code thnaduld allow up to 600 gallons of rated
sewage flow per day per 40,000 square feet of éaed only as required to implement the PBC
Program. As stated in the SEQRA record, this stethtlas been conservatively estimated to
result in total nitrate-nitrogen concentrationsenharge to groundwater which are well below
the New York State Department of Health Standafidsus incremental increases in
development density or intensity in the non-Coemargenerated by the redemption of PBCs will
not significantly impact groundwater quality witkspect to nitrate-nitrogen. The FGEIS also
shows that the Plan mitigates the potential fonlsecased discharge of synthetic organic
contaminants ("SOCs") by reducing the total nundfdrousing units which can be built in the
Central Pine Barrens through the acquisition pnogaad the Pine Barrens Credit (PBC)
allocation formula. Potential impacts are alsagaied by restricting lawn and landscaping
requirements through application of the StandandsGuidelines for Land Use.
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The implementation of the Plan will have benefiarapact on groundwater resources by
reducing the pumpage demands and the ultimate nuohiscensumptive uses in the Core by
acquiring land or transferring development to tha-@ore areas. As the SEQRA documents
state, Plan implementation will result in a regiae@uction in the number of units which can be
developed in the Central Pine Barrens. Althou@wilion gallons per day of demand for water
will result from the Plan's implementation, thipmesents only a 7% increase over current
demand and is well within the present pumpage dpfac these areas.

Ecological Resources

Compelling evidence has been presented within E@FRSA materials to clearly demonstrate that
the Central Pine Barrens is an area of unusuah@ogity and statewide ecological significance.
The Plan will have a beneficial impact on ecolobreaources, as well as on plant and animal
biodiversity, by creating a contiguous 52,500 &Coee of lightly developed forested areas. The
Core is designed for ecological representation efitiphasis on including those unique natural
communities, as well as rare, threatened or endadgpecies which are endemic to the Central
Pine Barrens system. The Core will also allow egigial and evolutionary processes to truly
achieve the goal of ecosystem maintenance. The @sign likewise provides connectivity of
natural communities and species populations, theiegting against interference with the
movement of resident or migratory wildlife species.

As noted in the SEQRA materials, the overall immddhe Plan on the ecology of the entire
Central Pine Barrens region is anticipated to beebeial. It is anticipated that the potential
impacts on ecological resources due to redempti®B€s in areas outside of the Core may
represent a slight incremental increase over thopacts which could have occurred under the
"No Action" alternative or the status quo. Furthibe Standards and Guidelines for Land Use
will help to further ensure potential impacts ie 8BGA are minimized. Recommendations for
the use of clustering and preservation of vegetatleo help to further reduce the potential
impacts of development in the CGA.

The Plan minimizes the impacts on wetlands ana #ssiociated flora and fauna by requiring
adherence to all applicable local and state reigmat When such regulations differ, the Plan
provides that the more restrictive regulationsisi@lern. The Standards and Guidelines for
Land Use require that stormwater be rechargedtenasid this will also mitigate impacts to
ecological resources within wetland areas.

During the SEQRA comment period and throughouptaaning process, the need for
clarification of the clearing standard (5.3.3.6 iNatvegetation and plant habitat) as set forth in
Chapter 5 of Volume 1 became apparent. In ordadtivess this issue without modifying the
substance of the clearing standard, the followaxg will replace Section 5.3.3.6 through
5.3.3.6.4 of the Plan:

5.3.3.6 Natural vegetation and plant habitat

Clearing is defined, for the purposes of this stéaddas the removal of any portion of the
natural vegetation found on a site exclusive of\agetation associated with active
agricultural or horticultural activity or formaliddandscape and turf areas. Excessive
clearing of natural vegetation can result in segeikerosion, excessive stormwater
runoff, and the destruction or reduction of piner&as plant and wildlife habitat.

Further, thd_ong Island Comprehensive Waste Treatment Management Plan (the "208
Study"; Long Island Regional Planning Board, Hawgma NY, 1978) indicated that
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fertilizers are a significant source of nitrogerm gshosphorous contamination to ground
and surface waters. Due to the low fertility, s@bmmon to the pine barrens (e.g.,
Carver, Haven, Plymouth and Riverhead) require batfation and fertilizer application
for establishment and maintenance of turf and nivenaegetation. As native pine
barrens vegetation is replaced with turf throughettgoment, increased contamination
and a general change in the ecosystem may be expect

53.36.1 Vegetation Clearance Limits

The clearance of natural vegetation shall be Btriichited. Site plans, surveys and
subdivision maps shall delineate the existing radiywegetated areas and calculate those
portions of the site that are already cleared dywévious activities.

Areas of the site proposed to be cleared combin#dpseviously cleared areas shall not
exceed the percentages in Figure 5-1. These pgagemshall be taken over the total site
and shall include, but not be limited to, roads|dig sites and drainage structures. The
clearance standard that would be applied to a girejte if developed under the existing
residential zoning category may be applied if treppsal involves multi-family units,
attached housing , clustering or modified lot desigSite plans, surveys and subdivision
maps shall be delineated with a clearing limit lamel calculations for clearing to
demonstrate compliance with this standard.

To the extent that a portion of a site includeseJmoperty, and for the purpose of
calculating the clearance limits, the site shaltbestrued to be the combined Core and
CGA portions. However, the Core portion may notleared except in accordance with
Section 5.2 of the Plan.

5.3.3.6.2 Unfragmented open space

Subdivision and site design shall support presemadf natural vegetation in large
unbroken blocks that allow contiguous open spacée testablished when adjacent
parcels are developed. Subdivision and site desigauld also be configured in such a
way so as to prioritize the preservation of napiree barrens vegetation to the maximum
extent practicable.

For the purpose of this paragraph, native pinegbarvegetation shall include pitch pines
and various species of oak trees, understory amnehgrcover plants such as blueberry,
wintergreen, bearberry and bracken fern, grassgéseaiges such as little bluestem,
Pensylvania sedge and indian grass as well as duodegical communities listed in
sections 5.6 and 5.7 in Chapter 5, Volume 2 ofRla@.

It is recognized that the preservation of nonnabtiweecologically important habitats may
be consistent with the intent and goals of the plaen such action would result in the
creation of large contiguous natural open spacasaaad or the protection of rare,
threatened or endangered species or their habitat.

5.3.3.6.3 Fertilizer-dependent vegetation limit

No more than 15% of an entire development projeetshiall be established in fertilizer-
dependant vegetation including formalized turf are@enerally, nonnative species
require fertilization therefore, planting of suabnmative species shall be limited to the
maximum extent practicable. The use of the nomagtlants in Figure 5-2 is specifically
not recommended.
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5.3.3.6.4 Native Plantings
Development designs shall consider the native pplgrsuggestions contained in Figure
5-2.

The Plan provides for the establishment of thedetetd Lands Council and Law Enforcement
Council, which act as forums for existing agent¢gesoordinate their heretofore independent
activities. These councils are not intended tadbditional layers of government nor will they be
given any additional powers or authority other thiaey already possess. Absent the Plan, these
different agencies would be working without the d&f@rof the coordinated effort which the Plan
has afforded them.

Surface Water Resources

Based on the SEQRA record, implementation of tla@ Rlill not result in an increase in nitrogen
or phosphorus loadings to surface waters on amaglmasis. Additionally, as the acquisition
policy is implemented, impacts on surface watel belreduced below that which can be
expected under existing conditions, that is, inghsence of the Plan.

In order to mitigate site specific impacts, therPilaquires that all stormwater be recharged on
site. In addition, the use of naturally vegetate@les and depressions is recommended. These
measures will reduce the nitrogen loadings by pirmginitrogen uptake prior to recharge.

Cultural Resources

The Central Pine Barrens region encompasses argasignificant historic or archeological
resources. As noted in the SEQRA materials, tha ®ill not cause an impairment of the
character or quality of important historical, arclogical, architectural, or aesthetic resources.
While the SEQRA documents did reveal the presehbéestoric and cultural resources within
the Central Pine Barrens, the Plan's implementatitmot hinder or diminish the existing
powers of governmental agencies regarding cultessurce preservation and protection.
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Scenic and Open Spaces

Scenic resources are those landscape patterngeaiodes which are visually or aesthetically
pleasing and which therefore contribute affirmdie the definition of a distinct community or
region within the Central Pine Barrens. As statetthe SEQRA record, impacts on open spaces
and scenic resources will be mitigated by the @eaif the contiguous 52,500 acre Core
preserve. Inthe CGA, application of the Standartt$ Guidelines for Land Use of the Plan will
minimize adverse impacts on these resources. rticplar, application of clustering provisions,
site clearance and building envelope guidelinepeshnalysis requirements, the use of
vegetative buffers, and protection of scenic comsdvill enhance scenic vistas and open spaces.

Demographic Patterns

The FGEIS contains materials analyzing the demdugeggatterns of the Central Pine Barrens
region. As stated in the SEQRA documents, the RImesult in a regional decrease in
potential future population due to implementatiénhe Plan's PBC program and by acquisition
of the private vacant land in the Core than caeXpected to occur without the Plan's
implementation.

Sewage Treatment Infrastructure

There should be no impact on sewage treatmensinficture from Plan implementation because
the proposed amendment to Article 6 of the Suftdtkunty Sanitary Code will increase the
sewage flows per 40,000 square feet to 600 gaflenslay only as required to implement the
PBC Program. Absent the amendment, the Plan aoyddct sewage treatment plants because
all new development with a rated sewage flow ofertban 300 gallons per day per 40,000
square foot lot in Hydrogeological Zone 3 woulduieg hook-up to a sewage treatment plant. In
order to mitigate the potential impacts associatigd the use of innovative planning
mechanisms, such as Planned Development Distitipplicable requirements of the County
Sanitary Code must be satisfied.

The Plan will result in a net reduction in otherastructure requirements on a regional basis by
centering development in already developed arBassting neighborhood character will be
enhanced by the development of aesthetically plgasixed use centers.

Traffic and Noise Impacts

This Plan will not cause any adverse impacts thicrpatterns of the area. As demonstrated in
the SEQRA documents, the existing road networkheardle the redirection of development.
Site-specific mitigation may be required, and Wal identified in documentation as required by
the lead agency.

The impacts on noise levels due to the Plan impheaten have been demonstrated in the
SEQRA documents to be within acceptable limits aiidhave no significant environmental
impacts.

Air Quality
The Environmental Protection Agency set nationabiamt air quality standards for protecting

public health and the environment from pollutantghie air. The New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation monitors the ambientaality of New York State. Seven air
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pollutants, considered of nationwide concern, apaitored in Suffolk County. They are: sulfur
dioxide, carbon monoxide (CO), ozone, inhaleabitiqdate, nitrogen dioxide, total suspended
particles and lead. As explained in the SDGEISipdy of the possible air impacts from the Plan
indicated the incremental change in the densiyesklopment within the non-Core areas will
not have a significant adverse impact on the aafitguenvironment.

Impacts on Agricultural Lands

Plan implementation may result in a slight incretabmcrease of the existing pressures for
conversion of farmland to non-farm uses in the Game areas due to the transfer of
development from the Core. The Plan's implemeontatiill have a beneficial impact on
preserving farmland within the Core for the reastemonstrated in the SEQRA documents.
The loss of farmland in the non-Core areas wilirbegated on a regional basis by the removal
of development pressures from Core farmlands, ¢éngsiring that existing agricultural uses
continue in this region.

Land Use and Zoning Patterns

The net result of the Plan is compact and effictEvelopment which will protect the Central
Pine Barrens land. The designation of receivitggstoincides with those areas where
infrastructure and municipal services already existus, the cost to municipalities and
taxpayers with regard to new rod construction, watain extension and the provision of police,
fire, school and other services is thereby lowered.

Eleven distinct land use categories occur withean@entral Pine Barrens region including:
agriculture, residential, vacant, commercial, ratom and open space, institutional, industrial,
utilities, transportation, waste handling and mamagnt, and surface waters. The Plan will
beneficially impact land use and zoning patterfise Plan requires that the Towns amend their
zoning codes to ensure compatibility with the Pl&xisting land uses shall not be impacted
because the statute allows for the continued ergoyof them. Land use patterns will be
enhanced by the acquisition of private vacant lardyuding both large and small parcels, in the
Core or by the redirection of development from@wge to non-Core areas. Additionally, the
Plan recognizes the need for both managed landageuent within the designated CGA in
general and the congressionally mandated econ@uévelopment of the Calverton Naval
Weapons and Industrial Reserve Plant (the "Calueite") in particular. Further, the Plan set
forth performance standards for development whildweathe Towns, pursuant to the Municipal
Home Rule Law to require, through local zoning pattices, appropriate patterns of land use and
to provide for regional economic development.

The SEQRA record identifies the level of econonmegelopment contemplated to occur within
the CGA of the Calverton site and provides thappseed land uses which conform to prescribed
Standards and Guidelines for Land Use and the Bthbrevelopment District ("PDD")

ordinance adopted by the Town, which is deemecttodmsistent with the Plan by the
Commission, will be considered environmentally appiate developments which support
regional economic growth as contemplated by the Act

The Plan provides that the redevelopment actinithe CGA contemplated for the Calverton
site is considered a public improvement and shalla instance be considered a development of
regional significance as defined by the Act, stoasarrant an automatic review by the
Commission. Therefore, those development acts/ihie the Calverton site which conform to
both the development standards for the CGA asasahose zoning ordinances enacted by the
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Town of Riverhead to implement the Plan, whichdegemed to be consistent with the Plan by
the Commission, shall be presumed not to requiradbreview or consideration of the
Commission.

Furthermore, the Commission would support the wpgyat the wastewater treatment plant at the
Calverton site in order to protect ground and sigrfa@ater resources associated with the scenic
area of the Peconic River Corridor as identifiethia New York State Wild, Scenic anf
Recreational River System Act, Article 15, Title @&&he ECL (the "State Rivers Act"). The
Standards and Guidelines contained within the Rlad,adherence thereto through the adoption
of a PDD by the Town Board of the Town of Riverhdlaat is consistent with the Plan and
incorporates plans for the wastewater treatmemi phdrastructure improvements, will be

utilized as the basis of a local river manageméart for that portion of the Scenic River Area
within the CGA of the Calverton site as contempulate6 NYCRR 666.7. The local river
management plan thus created would more effectimalyage river resources in this area by
conforming the broader requirements and limitatiohthe State Rivers Act to the specific
elements of the Plan. Based on these action§dhamission will support and recommend to
the Commissioner of the New York State Departmélnvironmental Conservation that the
Commissioner conform the northerly boundary of$igenic River Area, within the CGA of the
Calverton Site, to become coterminous with the @anendary line as described in the Act
pursuant to the PDD and consistent with Article 57.

School and Other District Impacts

As noted in the FGEIS, the implementation of tr@nRhay result in a decrease in tax revenues
generated from lands within the Core due to the tddaxes generated from Core parcels which
are acquired by a government entity or due to aatsoh in the assessed value of a lot when the
PBCs are severed from it. This adverse impacitigated in several ways. First, the proposed
legislative road front exemption policy would all@mgle family development on specified lots
along existing roads. As these lots are develowedevenues will be generated. Second, as
statutory based hardship exemptions for Core aasze[s are granted, the resulting development
of such lots will generate increased tax revenddstd, the loss of tax revenues from the Core
may be offset by the increase in development in@ore areas within the same school district.
Fourth, as the parcels are acquired or the PB@siassd with them are redirected to the non-
Core areas, the number of potential students whietaffected school district must handle is
reduced.

The loss of tax revenues from the Core can be ¢ggec occur without the Plan's mitigating
measures due to the already aggressive implemamaitihe Suffolk County Drinking Water
Protection Program. This Program has included ncaoyty acquisitions of Pine Barrens
parcels. Through this program the loss of taxmaes associated with acquisition is partially
offset by a schedule of payments to affected distriln an effort to further mitigate these
impacts, the Commission will support petitions tewNYork State for payments in lieu of taxes
pursuant to the provisions and limitations of theaNYork Real Property Tax Law.

Within the Towns of Brookhaven and Southampton RG&IS indicated that certain identifiable
school districts may be adversely impacted econallgiby the implementation of this Plan, due
to increases or acceleration in school enrollmesulting from added density in the non-Core
areas. Government acquisition of the fee intesetnds in the Core will reduce the number of
PBCs to be transferred to the non-Core areas. Willidecrease the potential number of
residential units generated by PBC redemptionmitm@ate any remaining adverse impacts, the
Commission will seek to have the State and Counbyipze for acquisition, those parcels
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located in the economically impacted school ditgricTo address this concern, these impacts
will be mitigated by amending the list of acqusiticriteria contained in Chapter 3.2 of the plan
to include:

"adverse economic impacts to a school district.”

Further adverse impacts to school districts camibigated by the redemption of PBCs in non-
residential uses in the non-Core areas of the Tautilization of PDDs is an additional
mitigating measures which may be applied.

The FGEIS indicates that the impacts to schoolahdr districts could be mitigated by the
redemption of Pine Barrens Credits (PBCs) in nadesgial uses in the non-Core areas. The
conversion into non-residential uses also wouldgaiié the plan's impacts by reducing the
number of potential students entering a specitostdistrict while concurrently increasing the
real property taxes generated within the distrAtcording to the FGEIS, there could be a
financial incentive for the redemption of PBCs onresidential uses. This incentive is that such
redemption is likely to have a value two to thiiegets greater than a PBC utilized for residential
development. The redemption of PBCs for nonresidienses should be considered by the
Towns to increase the number of receiving sites.

Another potential mitigating measure is the reea@un of aid to the impacted school district
through the State Aid Formula.

The availability of potential receiving areas withhe Westhampton Beach School District in the
Town of Southampton is quite limited due to theesz the Core and the deficiency of vacant
parcels outside the Core. In order to meet thet@o@e receiving capacity to sending area credit
requirement of the Plan, within this district, fhewn has found it essential to utilize
approximately 40 acres of a CRA within the CGA dd Oountry Road in Westhampton as a
residential overlay district. Loss of this upldidest strip, which was designated a CRA to
complement existing open space, is not expectée ggnificant due to the land's immediate
adjacency to other large receiving areas as weleakbigh level of fragmentation and

disturbance already existing at this site.

As the SEQRA documents state, in Southamptomivisiecessary to allow inter-school district
transfers. By limiting PBC transfers to intra-sohdistrict transfers only, there are no capacity
concerns, because the total number units thatedmilt in a district remains constant, only the
location of the units will change. The phasingoth development can be addressed by the
Town Board

According to the FGEIS, the impacts to the singleosl district in Riverhead is minimal
because all of the PBCs generated in that distiltbe redeemed for financially favorable non-
residential use within the district. The resulthat the number of students in the district wit n
increase due to the Plan while the amount of firsdiydavorable non-residential development
will increase.

Growth Inducing Aspects

As explained and supported in the SEQR documérgsRtan is not expected to induce any
growth above that generated by existing developmpergsures. Rather, it will reduce or redirect
the induced growth which will occur, with or withioits implementation, to more ecologically
suitable areas.
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SEQR 617.15 REGULATIONSFUTURE ACTIONS

SEQR regulations, Part 617.15(b), state that "Gelig&'s and their findings should set forth
specific conditions or criteria under which fut@eions will be undertaken or approved, and
shall include procedures and criteria for supplesemreflect impacts, which have not been
adequately addressed or analyzed in the generic &ISh procedures shall include provision for
public notice for supplements which allow for paldomment on the new material presented by
the supplement in the same manner as was providespect to the generic EIS."

Therefore, pursuant to the requirements of SEQRI161F), the following section of this
Findings Statement will consider the criteria andlc notice procedures under which future
actions may be undertaken.

Regardless of any pending application statuspaliré development actions within the Central
Pine Barrens shall be undertaken pursuant to tne(4) SEQR Generic EIS thresholds
established by Part 617.15(c), as follows:

"When a final generic EIS has been filed under plais:

1. No further SEQR compliance is required if asmtgfuent site specific action will be carried
out in conformance with the conditions and thredb@astablished for such actions in the
findings statement for the generic EIS;

2. A supplemental findings statement must be pegpi the subsequent proposed action was
adequately addressed in the generic EIS but waadusessed or was not adequately
addressed in the findings statement for the ged8¢

3. A supplement to the final generic EIS must eppred if the subsequent proposed action was
not addressed or was not adequately addressed getteric EIS and the subsequent
action involves one or more significant environnag¢effects; and

4. A negative declaration must be prepared ifteseguent proposed action was not addressed or
was not adequately addressed in the generic EI$harslibsequent action will not result
in any significant environmental effects.”

Pursuant to Section 617.15(b), Generic EIS's agid findings should set forth specific
conditions or criteria under which future actiondl e undertaken or approved. These
procedures are to include provisions for publiagetor supplements which allow for public
comment on the new material presented by the sogpiein the same manner as was provided
in respect to the generic EIS. As such, if a seqmeint to the GEIS, a supplemental findings
statement, or a negative declaration is requirefuither SEQRA compliance, the criteria
contained in Section 617.8 (g) and the public motihe public comment and related procedures
set forth in PArt 617 of the SEQRA regulations sbpply. The conditions and criteria for
future action are set forth in Chapters 3 througli #he Plan and are evaluated in the FGEIS.

CONCLUSONS & GENERIC FINDINGS

Based upon the information contained in the FGB$Sutlined in these Findings and the
supporting documentation provided, the Lead Agdimzis that the proposed action will not only
achieve the goals of this Findings Statement butmmzes potential environmental impacts and
will provide the necessary balance between theeptioin of the environment and the need to
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accommodate social and economical considerations.

Therefore, having considered the Plan and the [ba#ft Supplemental, and Final GEIS, and
having considered the foregoing written facts amactusions relied upon to meet the
requirements of 6 NYCRR 617.9, this Statement ntlffigs certifies that:

1. The requirement of 6 NYCRR Part 617 have beety m

2. Consistent with social, economic and othermgsdeconsiderations from among the
reasonable alternatives thereto, the proposednaistione which minimizes or avoids
adverse environmental impacts to the maximum exteadticable, including the effects
disclosed in the environmental impact statement.

3. Consistent with social, economic and othermgseconsiderations, to the maximum extent
practicable, adverse environmental effects reveal#oe environmental impact
statement process will be minimized or avoideddiyption of the proposed Plan and by
incorporating as conditions to the decision thog&ative measures which are identified
as practicable contained herein.

4. This action is consistent with the applicalidéqies of Article 42 of the Executive Law, as
implemented by 19 NYCRR 600.5.

The Lead Agency, pursuant to SEQRA Part 617.9(d)dnepared the Findings stated herein and
shall cause it to be filed in accordance with Bai.10(i).

COPIES OF THISFINDINGS STATEMENT HAVE BEEN FILED WITH:

Michael Zagata, Commissioner, NYSDEC

Environmental Notice Bulletin/Business Environmeifablications, Inc.
Alexander Treadwell, Secretary of New York State

Robert J. Gaffney, County Executive, Suffolk County

Ray E. Cowen, Regional Director, NYSDEC

John LaMura, Supervisor, Town of Brookhaven

James R. Stark, Acting Supervisor, Town of Rivedhea
Richard Blowes, Deputy Supervisor, Town of Southemp
John S. Petitt, Mayor, Village of Westhampton Beach
Thelma Georgeson, Mayor, Village of Quogue

Michael A. LoGrande, Chairman, Suffolk County Waterthority
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CERTIFICATION OF FINDINGS TO APPROVE

Having considered the draft generic, the suppleat@naft generic and final generic
environmental impact statements, and having corsidine preceding written facts and
conclusions relied upon to meet the requiremen&NYCRR 617.9, this Statement of Findings
certifies that:

1. The requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 617 have Ibeet) and

2. Consistent with the social, economic and o#issential considerations from among the
reasonable alternatives thereto, the action apgrsvene which minimizes or avoids
adverse environmental effects to the maximum exgeadticable, including the effects
disclosed in the environmental impact statemert, an

3. Consistent with the social, economic and o#issential considerations, to the maximum
extent practicable, adverse environmental effestsaled in the environmental impact
statement process will be minimized or avoidednaprporating as conditions to the
decision those mitigative measures which were ifiedtas practicable; and

4. Consistent with the applicable policies of &li42 of the Executive Law, as implemented by
19 NYCRR 600.5, this action will achieve a balaheeveen the protection of the
environment and the need to accommodate sociaé@mabmic considerations; and

5. Approval of the Plan is subject to ratificatiand adoption of the Plan by the towns of
Brookhaven, Riverhead and Southampton on or bdiame 30, 1995.

Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning and Policy @isgion

Robert J. Gaffney

Signature of Responsible Official Name of Remole Official
Chairman, Central Pine Barrens Joint Planning aiidy°Commission June 23, 1995
Title of Responsible Official Date

3525 Sunrise Highway, P.O. Box 587, Great RivemwN®&rk 11739
Address of Agency




